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Prawn fisheries embrace MSC 
assessment

Western Australia’s two biggest prawn 
fisheries will undergo full assessment 
by the Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC) bringing to five the number of WA 
fisheries engaged in the world’s leading 
sustainability management process.

Exmouth Gulf and Shark Bay prawns 
officially announced their move this 
week following intensive pre-assessment 
for the fisheries facilitated by the State 
Government’s $14.5million MSC initiative.

Western Australian Fishing Industry 
Council (WAFIC) chairman Arno Verboon 
said the announcement marked an 
important milestone in the sustainable 
management of the State’s two biggest 
prawn fisheries – collectively worth more 
than $20million a year.

“WAFIC is working very hard with its 
member organisations and the State 
Government to maintain the economic 
viability of the commercial fishing sector 
while also ensuring that the associated 
environmental and sustainability issues 
are addressed responsibly,” Mr Verboon 
said.

“It is a fantastic result to see Exmouth 
Gulf and Shark Bay Prawns engaging 
with the State Government’s $14.5million 
MSC initiative and undergoing the full 
assessment process.

“WAFIC is currently working with a 
number of other commercial fisheries and 

anticipates similar announcements about 
their engagement with the MSC process as 
we progress.”

Mr Verboon said the MG Kailis Group 
operates the Exmouth Gulf prawn fishery 
and there are seven companies operating 
in the Shark Bay prawn fishery.

The operators work closely with the 
Department of Fisheries to assess the optimal 
time to harvest the prawns each year.

Fisheries Minister Ken Baston welcomed 
the announcement and said the Exmouth 
Gulf and Shark Bay prawn fisheries were 
keen to embrace the MSC process and 
help future-proof their operations.

“Sustainability is important to consumers 
and, increasingly, certification is being 
demanded by retailers world-wide,” Mr 
Baston said.

“Government support for MSC certification 
will help show the world, as the western 
rock lobster industry has since 2000, that 
WA fisheries deliver sustainable seafood.

“Departmental research indicates that 
all WA prawn fisheries are managed 
sustainably and the MSC certification will 
be the independent tick of approval they 
will need to reflect the hard work the 
operators put in to meet the international 
standards of MSC.”
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From the CEO’s desk

The end of one and the beginning of 
another financial year is a pivotal time for 
any business and WAFIC is no different.

On the home front, I am happy to announce 
the appointment of Communications and 
Programs Officer John Duffy and Resource 
Access Officer Mark Cammilleri. This means 
WAFIC now has a full complement of staff 
to service our members’ needs. WAFIC 
is now looking to develop a strategic 
plan for the organisation on the back of 
recommendations from last year’s review 
that took into account a wider range of 
stakeholder views.

It has been a busy month and the number 
of issues facing the commercial fishing, 
pearling and aquaculture sectors continues 
to pose some significant challenges.

The shake-up caused by the crop of new 
Senators taking their seats in Canberra 
following the last federal election has had 
an impact on the political climate. Of note 
is the ongoing debate on the carbon tax 
and the resources rent tax and how that 
links to issues of more immediate impact 
to our industry such as the call to axe the 
diesel fuel rebate. The Federal Government 
appears reluctant to go down this road, but 
the risk remains.

WAFIC had some productive engagement 
with the oil and gas sector in the past few 

weeks. Along with peak industry bodies 
from other states we caught up with 
the Australian Petroleum Production 
and Exploration Association (APPEA) in 
Melbourne recently to further progress 
development of a Memorandum of 
Understanding and to work on processes 
that will minimise impacts on our industry.

When finalised this MoU will provide 
greater clarity and certainty regarding the 
respective rights and responsibilities of 
each sector as we go about our business in 
our shared marine environment.

This was an issue WAFIC also discussed 
during a recent visit by representatives 
from the Federal Government’s 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA expressed interest 
in improving its engagement with the 
fishing sector and indicated its willingness 
to provide more detailed briefings to our 
member groups – an offer we will take up 
when the opportunity arises.

Other issues on the radar include 
our important work with the Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC) and the 
continuing effort to have Western 
Australia’s commercial fishing sector 
officially recognised for its excellence and 
commitment to industry best practice.

This work ties into a couple of emerging 
initiatives that have great potential for us 
as an industry – namely the establishment 
of a national peak body for the seafood 
industry to effectively lobby the 
commercial fishing sector’s interests at the 
national government level in Canberra, and 
the development of the Global Sustainable 
Seafood Initiative to create a truly global 
approach to fishery certification, quality 
assurance and ecolabelling benchmarking.

And of course we continue our ongoing 
work with various government agencies 
at both state and federal level to address 
issues including free trade agreements, 
offshore constitutional settlement and the 
potential impact on North West trawlers 
and other specific problems facing 
individuals across the state.

As always, we welcome feedback from 
our members and I trust you will find 
this edition of the WAFIC newsletter 
informative and interesting.

John Harrison 

The Fisheries Research and 
Development Corporation (FRDC) 
has provided WAFIC with a great 
synopsis of its current activities and 
members are urged to follow this 
link to obtain updates on a range of 
issues including a summary of the 
2014 annual competitive funding 
round, an analysis of the impact of 
Federal Budget cuts on the FRDC,  
progress of fisheries marketing 
engagement processes, research and 
development strategies, the planned 
winding up of the Commonwealth 
agreement with the Seafood CRC 
in 2015 and the implementation of 
the Federal Government’s fishing 
and aquaculture policy statement.

The synopsis also provides a 
snapshot of key events and 
projects planned for 2014.

http://www.wafic.org.au.php5-11.dfw1-1.websitetestlink.com/images/stories/FRAB_Briefing_Notes.pdf
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WAFIC shares space with MSC
The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) has 
appointed a Fisheries Outreach Officer to 
support the implementation and delivery 
of the Western Australia’s Third Party 
Certification Project.

Matt Watson, who until recently was the 
English Fisheries Outreach Officer at 
the MSC in the UK, recently took up the 
position and will work on the project over 
the next year.

Matt will be based in the Fremantle office 
of the Western Australian Fishing Industry 
Council (WAFIC), giving him easy access to 
key personnel and a ready-made ability to 
quickly obtain relevant information. 

“Having performed a similar role in the 
UK for the last couple of years, I am really 
excited to be in this new position here in 
WA and bringing to it my experience in 
applying the MSC pre-assessment process,” 
Matt said.

“WA’s commercial Western Rock Lobster 
fishery was the very first in the world to be 
certified by the MSC more than 14 years 
ago, so I know how strong the commitment 
is here to the certification process.

“I am eager to work with industry and 
all stakeholders to implement this 
important project.”

In 2012 the WA Government allocated 
$14.5million to help WA fisheries achieve 
sustainable fisheries certification and the 
MSC was chosen as the third party certifier.

The funds will cover certification 
application fees for each commercial 
fishery to help them undergo pre-
assessment and full assessment, together 
with the cost of the initial annual 
surveillance audit.
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Western Australia has MSC plan for fisheries

Western Australian commercial fisheries, which play a vital role in supplying seafood 
to help feed our nation, are currently being assessed against the Marine Stewardship 
Council’s (MSC) environmental standard for sustainable fishing.

The State Government has allocated $14.5million to help our fisheries undergo 
assessment by the MSC’s independent third-party certification program.

This important State Government initiative is being rolled out in a partnership between 
the WA Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC), the state’s peak commercial fishing industry 
body, the Department of Fisheries, Recfishwest, WA’s peak recreational fishing body, 
and the MSC.

The Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) is also providing funding 
support to WAFIC to assist in industry communication and engagement.

More information about the MSC can be found on their website, and you can find out 
specific details about WA’s MSC plan for fisheries by clicking here. 

Oil and gas sector has fisheries 
MoU in pipeline
WAFIC Chief Executive John Harrison 
recently engaged with the Australian 
Petroleum Production and Exploration 
Association (APPEA) to further progress 
the development of a memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the 
commercial fishing sector.

John said that has been much talk 
about developing a MoU in the past to 
foster cooperation, communication and 
consultation between the nation’s peak 
commercial fishing and seafood industry 
bodies and APPEA.

“We are now seeing some concrete 
action and I am confident that the WAFIC 
board will sign off on the draft MoU and 
give some formal structure to the way 
these two important industries interact 
and deal with each other,” John said.

He said that both the commercial 
fishing and the oil and gas industries 
were significant players in the state and 
national economies and both sectors 
played an important role in the social 
fabric of regional communities.

“While the fishing sector is smaller than 

the oil and gas industry by some orders 
of magnitude in terms of its economic 
grunt and in overall workforce, it remains 
a vitally important player from a social, 
cultural, environmental and historic 
perspective,” John said.

“The fishing sector plays an important 
career path for regional youth who do 
not want to pursue work in the resource 
sector.

“Although the goals and interests of 
fishers are sometimes at odds with the 
activities of the offshore oil and gas 
sector, both industries are important to 
the broader community and there are 
areas where synergies can be achieved 
and initiatives implemented to mutual 
benefit.

“The proposed MoU will give us a formal 
structure to address issues as they arise 
and work out solutions before such issues 
become problems,” John said.

Watch this space in the next WAFIC 
newsletter for more specific details on 
how the proposed MoU will operate. 

FishEye Update
Resident FishEye coordinator Leith Pritchard 
has agreed to provide regular updates on 
the Department of Fisheries’ initiative – even 
if, like this month, there is nothing significant 
to report.

Leith explained that it was important for 
the commercial fishing sector to be kept 
abreast of progress on the FishEye project, 
particularly as it will play an increasingly 
vital role in the industry.

“What I can advise is that all of the necessary 
infrastructure within the Department of 
Fisheries to implement the FishEye initiative 
is now fully in place,” Leith said.

“It remains for the information and reporting 
systems to be rolled out for each fishery. This 
is already completed for rock lobster but we 
are waiting on a timetable for other fisheries.”

Leith said the feedback from the rock lobster 
sector was that the new system as working 
very well and following the recent rounds 
of training along the coast an increasing 
number of lobster fishers were using the 
electronic system for catch reporting and 
to access valuable information through the 
Department of Fisheries’ online services.

But he warned that ongoing training was 
limited and urged those fishers who were 
not already familiar with the system to take 
advantage of available training.

“The training program will only go up until 
about October and given that eventually 
there will be no option but to use FishEye, 
lobster fishers are advised to obtain training 
as soon as possible,” he said.

http://www.msc.org
www.wamsc.com.au
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Nothing fishy about West Aussies’ seafood collaboration
The West Australian 
commercial fishing sector 
has strengthened links 
with the iconic green-
and-gold Australian 
Seafood logo, thanks 

to  collaboration between the Australian 
Made Campaign and the Western Australian 
Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC).

WAFIC Chief Executive John Harrison 
gave a ringing endorsement of the move 
following the Council officially joining the 
Australian Made Campaign as a Campaign 
Associate in late July.

“This move demonstrates the commercial 
fishing sector’s strong support for the 

Australian Made brand and also for the 
level of ownership we in the seafood 
industry place on being part of Australian 
industry,” John said.

“The Australian Seafood logo that we are 
now entitled to use will help Western 
Australia’s commercial fishers and their 
employees collectively promote local 
seafood, pearl products and aquaculture 
activities.

“Our members are responsible for 
producing some of the world’s best 
seafood so it’s important that WAFIC 
continues to actively foster excellence 
throughout the sector and promote locally 
caught seafood.

“While eight out of ten West Australians 
consume local seafood, we need to 
recognize that more than 70 per cent of 
Australian seafood is imported.

“I think it’s important to try and change 
this ratio and I believe that one way to do 
this is by encouraging WAFIC members to 
become licensees of the Australian Made 
Campaign and use the Australian Seafood 
logo to help consumers identify their 
seafood as genuinely Australian.” 

Australian Made Campaign Chief 
Executive, Ian Harrison, commended 
WAFIC for its role in representing the 
WA fishing sector and its dedication to 
spreading the “buy local” message.

Perth Markets open to expanding fish auction capacity

Perth Market Authority (PMA) Chief 
Executive Stephen Ward has expressed 
interest in the potential to expand the 
presence and scope of Western Australia’s 
only wet fish auction facility.

Mr Ward indicated this interest while 
hosting a tour of the PMA’s Canning Vale 
facilities by Western Australian Fishing 
Industry Council (WAFIC) Operations 
Manager Alex Ogg and Communications 
and Programs Officer John Duffy.

Mr Ward, who has overseen some big 
changes at the PMA during his past three 

years at the helm, said he was keen to 
maintain the historic links of a fish market 
as part of the PMA’s overall structure.

He said regardless of talk about whether 
the State Government might sell the 
markets to the private sector, he was of the 
opinion that there would always remain a 
need for a central market facility.

The PMA is currently in the process of 
supplying additional power and other 
servicing infrastructure to the remaining 10 
hectares of the 51 hectare site, located at 
the heart of a prime distribution network.

The PMA is investing more than $20million 
in a series of interdependent projects 
which will be captured in a soon to be 
completed masterplan.

The PMA’s website indicates the 
masterplan will include a food industry 
precinct, further warehousing, a controlled 
site access plan, further development of a 
service precinct for scientific and quality 
assurance and an industry training facility.

Mr Ward told WAFIC that there was great 
scope for the commercial fishing sector 
to jump on board and secure space in the 
fish market, which could be customized 
during the expansion.  This would provide 
access to wholesale fish auctions during 
the week, as well as the popular weekend 
retail market.

Both John and Alex would welcome 
feedback about any opportunities 
members may see in the suggestion. Please 
email your thoughts to cpo@wafic.org.au 
or om@wafic.org.au
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Japan axes tariffs on seafood
Australia’s seafood industry emerged a 
winner following the recently finalised 
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) 
with Japan.

The agreement caused the immediate 
elimination of tariffs on rock lobsters and 
abalone, while tariffs on Atlantic salmon 
and tuna, Australia’s biggest seafood 
export to Japan, will phase out in the next 
10 years.

Australian Seafood Trade Advisory Group 
(STAG) chair Nathan Maxwell-McGinn 
noted that Japan is the Australian seafood 
industry’s second biggest trading partner 
and praised the hard work of government 
officials in achieving the new agreement.

“Free trade agreements and economic 
partnerships like this one give our sector 
access to global markets and the certainty 
to invest in our industry’s ongoing future,” 
he said.

“Australia is uniquely positioned to 
supply high value seafood to the world, 
so supporting the government’s efforts to 
conclude free trade with major trading 
partners is a priority.”

Jayne Gallagher, General Manager 
Trade and Market Development with the 
Australian Seafood Cooperative Research 
Centre Ltd, said the seafood industry was 
one of Australia’s secret success stories.

“The industry has been working quietly 
and consistently for the past 30 years in 
China, Japan and other Asian markets, 
spearheading Australia’s reputation for 
premium, high quality food,” she said.

“Now these tariff barriers are removed in 
Japan, the industry’s market development 
efforts can focus on building the 
preference for Australian seafood 
products and we can compete on a more 
level playing field.”

Abalone Association of Australasia Ltd 
chair Wayne Haggar, who is also STAG 
vice-chair, said Japan remains a major 
market for the industry.

“We hope the removal of tariffs will 
further stimulate demand giving Japanese 
consumers the benefit of purchasing 
our premium quality seafood at a more 
affordable price,” he said.

Life membership fits the Bill
Bill Kent was awarded the first ever life 
membership to the Esperance Professional 
Fisherman’s Association at its recent Annual 
General Meeting.

Bill spent 25 years as a farmer at Grass Patch 
before turning his hand to fishing. First it was 
crayfish, then the controversial tuna industry.

When not at sea, Bill spent much of his time 
and effort fighting for industry improvements 
and was instrumental in the development of 
Bandy Creek Harbour, which is now the town’s 
commercial fleet hub.

But Bill is disappointed that the fleet is as small as 
it is today, with only a dozen or so boats operating 
out of Esperance, and limited fisheries running.

Nonetheless, he was very honoured and 
surprised by the life membership.

“It came as quite a surprise. I was asked if I 
would accept life membership of the association, 
which was quite an honour to accept,” he said.

“I always envisaged that the local fishing 
industry would grow. We should have ended up 
like Port Lincoln with the tuna farms, but that 
was what the people of Esperance didn’t want.

“As it is we’ve got a fairly stable, small industry. 
It didn’t grow anything like I really thought it 
would but even today I still encourage people 
to go into the industry although it’s a bit harder 
than it used to be.”

Bill still misses the daily grind of fishing life 
although he retired 10 years ago.

“I thought I would have got over it by now,” he 
said. “But I’m just as bad at going down to the boat 
harbour and trying to find out what’s going on. I 
just can’t get it out of my blood at all.”

Fisheries requires 

notification of visits to 

Abrolhos

Commercial and recreational fishers 
can now fish at the Abrolhos at any time 
of year, provided they advise Fisheries 
beforehand.

They can provide the advice via a simple 
notification process that the Department 
has developed in consultation with 
Recfishwest and the commercial fishing 
sector.

For more details, click here.

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Media-releases/Pages/Vessel-Masters-must-notify-Fisheries-of-all-Abrolhos-Islands-visits.aspx
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TITLE NAME PHONE EMAIL

Chief Executive Officer John Harrison 9432 7701 ceo@wafic.org.au 

Operations Manager Alex Ogg 9432 7707 om@wafic.org.au 

Principal Executive Officer Guy Leyland 9432 7706 gleyland@wafic.org.au 

Executive Officer Felicity Horn 9432 7704 felicity@wafic.org.au

Resource Access Officer Mark Cammilleri 9432 7715 rao@wafic.org.au 

Communications/Program Officer John Duffy 9432 7710 cpo@wafic.org.au 

Industry Fisheye Coordinator Leith Pritchard 9432 7731 leith@wrlc.org.au  

Finance Officer Grace Zhou 9432 7705 finance@wafic.org.au

Industry Consultation Unit EO Angus Callander 9432 7702 angus@wafic.org.au 

Reception Kaye Bell 9432 7777 reception@wafic.org.au 

Safety Education and Training John McMath 9432 7721 ceo@wrlc.com.au 

Suggestion box
As part of WAFIC’s ongoing effort 
to protect our members’ interests, 
we welcome your feedback and 
suggestions for our monthly 
newsletter. If you  know of issues that 
impact on the State’s commercial 
fishing sector or just want to share 
an item of interest please email us at 
cpo@wafic.org.au  


