
  
  
   

 
  
  
     

 
 
22 August 2014 (Embargoed until 2pm WST) 
 
Aquaculture development zones give seafood sector greater certainty 
   
Fisheries Minister Ken Baston’s announcement of the Kimberley Aquaculture 
Development Zone (KADZ) at Cone Bay today has clearly signaled the State 
government’s support for a diverse and sustainable seafood sector. 
 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chief Executive John Harrison 
and Aquaculture Council WA (ACWA) Chair Geoff Glazier jointly welcomed the 
Minister’s declaration of the KADZ located about 215km northeast of Broome. 
 
Mr Harrison said the initiative sent a strong message to industry and the wider fish-
consuming public that the Government was keen to reduce red tape and provide 
greater certainty for the commercial aquaculture industry. 
 
“The commercial fishing sector faces ever-increasing competition for access to fish 
resources and their marine environments by other industries such as the offshore oil 
and gas sector,” Mr Harrison said. “Customers are also becoming increasingly 
sophisticated in their demands for seafood that is not only the highest quality, but 
also produced by sustainable and environmentally responsible methods. 
 
“Establishing the KADZ means the existing operator in the area, Marine Produce 
Australia Pty Ltd, can more than triple its current production capability to almost 7000 
tonnes per annum.” 
 
Mr Glazier said the KADZ would greatly assist WA’s developing aquaculture industry.  
"World wild-catch production has reached a natural plateau and investment in 
aquaculture needs to grow rapidly to ensure an increased seafood supply,” he said. 
 
“The approval of the KADZ and the current assessment of a similar zone in the 
Midwest region – set for approval in late 2016 – demonstrates the State 
Government’s foresight on this issue and is a credit to Fisheries Minister Ken Baston. 
 
“ACWA anticipates the State’s support for this initiative will encourage other 
aquaculture businesses to invest in an industry that will become increasingly 
important to our food security and our economy as time passes.” 
 
Mr Harrison said WAFIC and the ACWA would keep working closely with the State 
Government to ensure the seafood buying public continued to enjoy a variety of 
choice and confidence in the quality of locally produced seafood. 
  
Media contact:   John Duffy  0417 932 985 
       Email: cpo@wafic.org.au 
John Harrison available for phone interview on request. 


