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Abalone and lobster shine in environment and RD&E categories of 
State Seafood Awards 
 
The innovation and excellence of Ocean Grown Abalone’s research, development and 
extension program and the Western Rock Lobster Council’s (WRLC) commitment to 
environmental sustainability garnered both organisations prizes at the State Seafood 
Industry Awards. 
 
WA Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chair Arno Verboon said foresight and effective 
operational implementation was the chief characteristic that allowed Ocean Grown Abalone 
to take out the RD&E Award. 
 
In a similar vein, the Western Rock Lobster Council’s commitment to maintaining 
independent third party certification through the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) for the 
State’s single most valuable fishery, was a significant achievement in terms of 
environmental sustainability. 
 
Speaking first of Ocean Grown Abalone, Mr Verboon said: “This company has set a 
benchmark in developing and undertaking RD&E activities that have contributed 
substantially towards a sustainable and profitable seafood industry. 
 
“Ocean Grown Abalone has spent 20 years researching and developing abalone ranching 
techniques and technology and has overcome complex government approvals and industry 
challenges to reap the rewards it is now starting to enjoy.” 
 
Mr Verboon said abalone is a high value product and innovative approaches to boost 
production had previously focussed on “restocking” and “stock enhancement”. But Ocean 
Grown Abalone had successfully applied ranching techniques to develop an abalone 
product almost identical to wild catch abalone but with the competitive edge provided by an 
established aquaculture program. 
 
Turning to the WRLC, Mr Verboon said: “The WRLC has demonstrated excellence in 
undertaking environmental activity that has contributed towards protecting or rehabilitating 
aquatic environment, or reducing adverse seafood industry impacts on the environment. 
 
“Its commitment to MSC certification over the past 15 years has set an international 
benchmark and has established WA as a world leader in the environmentally sustainable 
management of its fisheries. 
 
“The WRLC has also shown innovation and adaptability with the industry and market 
challenges it has faced in recent years and is a worthy winner of the environment award.” 
 

 



 

The catching sector of the western rock lobster fishery, WA’s largest and most valuable,  
directly involves about 780 people with many more employed in land-based operations. 
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About the Research, Development & Extension Award 

• The Research, Development & Extension Award is presented to an entity that has 
demonstrated excellence in developing and undertaking a research, development and 
extension activity that has contributed substantially towards a sustainable and profitable 
seafood industry. 

 
About the Environment Award 

• The Environment Award presented to an entity that has demonstrated excellence in 
developing and undertaking an environmental activity that has contributed substantially 
towards protecting or rehabilitating aquatic environmental, or reducing adverse seafood 
industry impacts on the environment. 
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