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Fisheries trailblazer takes out top honour at WA seafood industry awards 
 
The Michael Kailis Leadership Award was bestowed on Challenger Institute of Technology 
researcher Greg Jenkins tonight in recognition of his outstanding contribution to Western Australian’s 
fisheries and seafood industry. 
 
Speaking at the State Seafood Industry Awards, Western Australian Fishing Industry Council 
(WAFIC) Chair Arno Verboon said Mr Jenkins was an industry champion whose innovative approach 
and dedication to the state’s fisheries was highly respected. 
 
“Greg has made a substantial and sustained positive difference to the seafood industry over time by 
effecting positive change,” Mr Verboon said. “He is highly respected by his industry peers and, 
although many may be unaware of his work, he has made a significant contribution to both the 
commercial and recreational fishing community.” 
 
Mr Verboon said that Mr Jenkins career encompassed work on aquaculture projects in Northern 
Queensland as well as the Kimberley in Western Australia and at Shark Bay before he moved to 
Fremantle. 
 
“Since 1994, he has managed the Aquaculture Research and Development Unit at Challenger 
Institute of Technology’s Australian Centre for Applied Aquaculture Research (ACAAR), one of 
Australia’s leading aquaculture research and training organisations,” he said. 
 
“His knowledge and experience in applied research along with his professionalism in the provision of 
training services, has provided significant benefits to the aquaculture sector and demonstrated his 
leadership credentials.” 
 
Some of Mr Jenkins’ projects include breeding Western School Prawns for the first time ever as part 
of a restocking project for the Swan and Canning rivers and successfully restocking the Blackwood 
River with Black Bream. 
 
“Greg has helped number of organisations in the WA aquaculture sector to establish and sustain a 
competitive industry,” Mr Verboon said. 
 
“Aquaculture is a growing part of the State’s commercial fisheries and will play a role of increasing 
importance as issues of food security emerge and feeding the world’s rising population gains 
prominence. 
 

 



 

“The work of people like Greg will be crucial in securing our future and ensuring that Western 
Australia is positioned at the forefront in these areas of expertise. 
 
 Mr Verboon said that on top of his scientific and training commitments, Greg was also an active and 
valued member of industry groups, including the Aquaculture Council of WA, Marine Fishfarmers 
Association, WA Fish Foundation, WA Fish Research Advisory Board, WAFIC’s WA Research and 
Development Group a and the Australian Conservation Foundations’ Ocean Wise Scientific 
Reference Panel. 
 
“WAFIC recognises the importance of acknowledging those individuals and organisations who make 
a substantial contribution to our industry, and Mr Jenkins certainly fits the bill,” Mr Verboon said. 
 
The State Seafood Awards, recognising excellence in the WA seafood industry, were formally 
opened at Bathers Beach House in Fremantle by Fisheries Minister Ken Baston. The Awards, which 
are held every two years, celebrate the people and organisations that make up Western Australia’s 
professional fishing, pearling, aquaculture and seafood sectors. 
 
(ends) 
 
Media inquiries: 
John Duffy 
Communications and Programs Officer. 
Mobile: 0417 932 985 
Email: cpo@wafic.org.au 
 

 

 
About the Michael Kailis Leadership Award 

• The Michael Kailis Leadership Award is presented to a Western Australian fishing and/or 
seafood industry representative who has demonstrated a substantial positive difference to the 
industry over many years and who has been a highly effective and respected seafood industry 
leader. 

 
• Previous Michael Kailis Leadership Award winners:  

2002 Ken Palmer, former Managing Director of MG Kailis  
2004 Theo Kailis (dec)  
2006 Peter Jecks, Abacus Fisheries  
2010 Eric Barker, former Fisheries WA Researcher  
2011 David Carter, CEO Austral Fisheries  
2013 John Cole, former long-serving Chair of WAFIC  
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