
 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

6 August 2015 (Embargoed until 7.30pm) 

State Seafood Industry Awards turns spotlight on young, and less 
young achievers 
 
Dr Janet Howieson (Centre of Excellence Science Seafood & Health, Curtin University - 
CESSH) and Patrick O’Brien (West Coast Training Institute) Western joined Phillip Clark of 
Focus Fisheries to take the blue ribbon in the People Development and Young Achiever 
categories of the Western Australian Seafood Industry Awards.  
 
WA Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chair Arno Verboon said both Dr Howieson of 
CESSH and Mr O’Brien of the West Coast Training Institute were excellent choices as joint 
winners of the People Development Award. 
 
“The project developed by these two eminent people involved a series of six training videos 
for apprentice chefs based on gaps in training identified by experienced seafood chefs 
across Australia,” Mr Verboon said. 
 
“The training videos focussed on knowledge of supply chain, preparation, cooking styles, 
seasonality, waste minimisation and restaurant service and featured farmed Barramundi, 
Snapper, Australian Sardines, oysters, rock lobsters and prawns. 
 
“The training videos were trialled, evaluated then integrated into a number of Certificates 
within the VET system and I am sure that they will provide an ongoing benefit to the 
commercial seafood industry as trainee chefs pursue their careers.” 
 
Continuing his comments, Mr Verboon said that Phillip Clark had demonstrated the positive 
difference he had contributed to the seafood industry. 
 
“Through his role at Focus Fisheries Phillip is exposed to many seafood providers including 
Esperance scallops, Bunbury whitebait, Fremantle octopus, Spencer Gulf prawns, Albany 
sardines and Cleanseas Hiramasa king fish,” Mr Verboon said. 
 
“His passion for his job and the industry in general is infectious and it’s fantastic to see 
someone so enthusiastic about the seafood and fishing industry. I can only hope that 
Phillip’s leadership qualities will continue to attract like-minded people to an industry 
supplies some of the world’s best seafood and that he will continue to develop as an 
effective and respected seafood industry leader.” 
 
(ends) 

 
 
 



 

 

 
  Media inquiries: 
John Duffy 
Communications and 
Programs Officer. 
Mobile: 0417 932 985. 
Email: cpo@wafic.org.au 

 

 
 

 

About the People Development Award 

 The People Development Award is presented to an entity that has demonstrated 
excellence in developing and undertaking a people development activity that has 
contributed substantially towards a higher performing workforce for the seafood 
industry. 

 
About the Young Achievers Award 

 The Young Achievers Award is presented to a person, under 35 years of age, who has 
demonstrated that he or she has made a positive difference to the seafood industry, 
and has the potential to continue to develop as an effective and respected seafood 
industry leader. 
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