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ChAFTA represents jobs, growth claim peak fishing industry groups 
 
The China Australia Free Trade Agreement (ChAFTA) will protect existing jobs and 
has strong potential to create new jobs in the commercial fishing sector. 
 
The Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) and the National Seafood 
Industry Alliance (NSIA) reaffirmed their support for ChAFTA following a hearing in 
Perth yesterday by the Commonwealth’s Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 
(JSCOT). 
 
Giving evidence before JSCOT, WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison said 
the landmark trade agreement signed by the Commonwealth with China in June this 
year offered economic confidence for professional fishers around WA. 
 
“This State’s professional fishers are a small but crucial component of many of WA’s 
remote and regional communities,” he said. 
 
“Many of them desperately need economic confidence in order to keep operating 
and by doing so, continue to have a positive flow-on effect to other companies and 
support services in regional areas.” 
 
NSIA Chair Grahame Turk said ChAFTA enabled businesses to make longer term 
decisions about their operations which in turn facilitates greater re-investment of 
profits into upgrading infrastructure, equipment and plant, training staff, research 
programs and developing additional products and markets. 
 
“The upshot is a positive impact on retaining existing jobs that might otherwise be 
threatened and creating a huge potential for additional jobs,” Mr Turk said. 
 
“The importance of this opportunity in regional and remote communities that rely 
significantly on the seafood industry to support local economies cannot be 
understated.” 
 
Mr Harrison said WA’s western rock lobster industry, Australia’s single most 
valuable wild catch fishery, sold product worth an estimated $400million – most of it 
into China – each year. 
 

 



 

 

“Likewise, we have a State Government committed to developing WA’s aquaculture 
potential and helping us meet global food security demands. 
 
“We have huge potential to develop a sustainable and profitable aquaculture sector 
that is managed to the world’s highest standards of environmental rigour. 
 
“China represents a market that will help drive the investment in infrastructure that 
will be required to realise this vision and to create jobs and wealth for Australia. 
 
“These future jobs could be within the industry, such as additional research, 
development and extension placements, on the ponds where fish or other seafood is 
grown out, or on the factory floor in the form of process workers. 
 
“Or they could be created indirectly in other businesses, such as transport and 
distribution networks or mechanical and marine supply services that support the 
fishing and aquaculture industry.” 
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