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Mangles Bay development threatens crucial fish nursery 
 
The proposed Mangles Bay Marina development threatens a fish nursery of state-wide significance 
and could see the demise of the Cockburn Sound commercial crab fishery if it goes ahead, the 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) has warned. 
 
WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison acknowledged that the EPA, WA’s Minister for the 
Environment and the Federal Government had all given the green light for the project on conditional 
environmental grounds. 
 
But he warned that if the planned marina proceeded it would likely destroy the last remaining area of 
seagrass habitat that was a crucial part of an ecosystem that had been identified by the WA 
Department of Fisheries as a fish nursery of State-wide significance. 
 
Mr Harrison said commercial crab and finfish operators in the area would be dramatically affected if 
the marina development went ahead. He said the nursery area was important to species such as 
whitebait, whiting, octopus and squid. 
 
“Despite environmental approval conditions requiring appropriate mitigation measures to protect 
existing seagrass meadows, WAFIC is not at all confident this will protect fish and crab stocks,” he 
said. 
 
Mr Harrison said the Cockburn Sound Crab Fishery had already been closed twice during the past 
decade, most recently in 2014. 
 
“Before the most recent closure, the seagrass area in question near the southern end of Mangles 
Bay was the most productive area for crabs, accounting for between 80 and 90 per cent of the 
commercial catch of some fishers,” he said. 
 
Mr Harrison’s concerns were echoed by local professional fishers who were unaware of any 
successfully replanted seagrass habitats. 
 
“Previous attempts to regrow seagrass by Cockburn Cement didn’t work in the long-term and even if 
they did, there is no guarantee that fish-stocks would want to relocate their nursery areas,” crab 
fisher Aaron Martin said. 
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