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Walking Fish takes innovative approach to community support for seafood 
 
The co-founder of an innovative, award-winning fishermen’s cooperative in the United 
States believes that generating local community support is a key driver in maintaining small, 
viable fisheries. 

Joshua Stoll, a co-founder of the Walking Fish fishermen’s cooperative in the southeast US, 
told the Seafood Directions conference that solid relationships between professional fishers 
and the communities they supplied were crucial. 

He described the Walking Fish model as one that directly connected small-scale fishermen 
to seafood-loving consumers in what is known as a Community Supported Fishery (CSF). 

“CSFs are based on the community supported agriculture (CSA) model in which community 
members pre-pay for 'shares' of fresh locally harvested seafood,” he said. “Just as CSAs 
can encourage sustainable and profitable farming practices, CSFs have the potential to do 
the same for fishing.” 

Mr Stoll said Walking Fish was founded on the belief that both fishermen and consumers 
play an important role in creating solutions to the pressing social, economic, and 
environmental challenges faced by coastal communities face. 

Walking Fish strives to foster economic opportunities, cultivate healthy communities, and 
encourage environmental stewardship and over the past five years it has put runs on the 
board. 

“The appeal of the cooperative is not just its ultra-fresh, local seafood, but also its active 
commitment to healthy fisheries and healthy fishing communities as evidenced by its 
innovative approaches to community development,” he said. 

Mr Stoll said his presentation to the Seafood Directions would not only focus on the journey 
Walking Fish had taken so far, it would also look forward to the heading it is on as it 
continues to scale up and diversify its operation. 

“Of particular significance are recent efforts to design a new model for working waterfront 
infrastructure that better aligns with the current social, economic, and ecological context,” he 
said. 
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