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Expert provides overview of ‘ambitious’ program for WA fisheries 

WA Department of Fisheries Certification Program manager Kim Walshe brought more than 
35 years experience to bear when he addressed Seafood Directions today. 

Dr Walshe talked about the State Government’s $14.5million initiative to establish a third 
party certification program to assess the sustainability of the State's commercial fisheries. 

The project is a partnership between the WA Department of Fisheries, WAFIC (the peak 
commercial fishing industry body), Recfishwest (the peak recreational fishing body) and the 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC).  

The initiative has already seen each of WA’s 45+ commercial fisheries pass through the 
MSC’s important pre-assessment process. Pre-assessments are not obligatory under the 
MSC process but the WA Government saw this as a necessary step in determining the  
eligibility to apply for full assessment and certification. 

Dr Walshe gave an overview of the program including project objectives, the approach 
taken to assess each of the State’s fisheries with more than 120 Units of Certification, 
project governance and key challenges. He also identified some of the fisheries going 
through WA MSC full assessment including pearl oyster, and the first recreational fishery to 
enter the MSC assessment as part of a joint full assessment of a commercial and 
recreational fishery for Peel-Harvey Blue Swimmer Crab. 

“The MSC approach integrates well with proposed new fisheries legislation in WA and a 
planning framework that will create significant change in fisheries management and 
associated processes,” Dr Walshe said. 

He noted the shift in public awareness of sustainability issues and how supermarkets and 
other retailers were increasingly conscious of the need to promote certified sustainable fish 
products. 

WA’s MSC initiative is expected to provide a range of benefits to the seafood industry and to 
consumers, including enhanced confidence in the management of WA’s fisheries and 
greater consumer certainty that products are sustainably fished. 
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