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Scottish Fishermen’s Federation explains how to mix oil and water 
 
Australia, and particularly Western Australia, could learn a great deal from Scotland’s 
professional fishermen about how to work effectively with the oil and gas industry. 
 
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation Chief Executive Officer Bertie Armstrong provided an 
insightful glimpse into the topic when he delivered a keynote address to the Seafood 
Directions 2015 Conference in Perth today. 
 
Mr Armstrong said Scotland’s commercial fishing fleet had shared the same marine space 
as the Northern European offshore oil and gas industry for almost 50 years. 
 
“The journey from the first drilling in 1967 to today has had its share of both conflict and 
benefit,” he said. “But we have managed to mix oil and water effectively.” 
 
Mr Armstrong’s presentation showcased examples of where the interface between the two 
industries – energy and fishing – worked and where it did not and said lessons could be 
applied to circumstances in WA and Australia. 
  
Beginning with a short comparison of the two industries, Mr Armstrong stressed the rights of 
both sectors to access the shared marine environment and to pursue their respective goals 
and objectives. 
 
He said the Scottish experience of initial resistance had given way to mutually beneficial 
cooperation and coexistence. Along the way such issues as collecting, distributing and 
sharing data and implementing appropriate governance policies were addressed. 

Mr Armstrong noted that a longer term view was also required to address what happened 
after the eventual depletion of oil and gas resources – including governance around 
decommissioning oil and gas infrastructure. 

“The early laying down of ground rules; realistic recognition of the dynamics particularly the 
economic pressures and consideration of establishing and using a decommissioning trust 
fund (which is what happened in the case of Scotland) are worthy questions to think about,” 
he said. 
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