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Collaboration offers a key to sharing the marine environment 
 
Australia’s peak bodies representing the multi-billion dollar offshore oil and gas industry and 
the nation’s professional fishing sector have collaborated to minimise their impacts on each 
other in the shared marine environment. 
 
This was the message from APPEA Associate Director of Environment and Safety Damien 
Hills and Commonwealth Fisheries Association Executive Officer Renee Vajtauer when they 
addressed the Seafood Directions Conference in Perth today. 

Mr Hills said Australia’s marine environment is a significant source of both food and energy 
to Australia and the world. 

“The petroleum and commercial fishing industries are significant contributors to the 
economy of Australia, and to our national identity,” he said. But he noted that tensions had 
increased between the two sectors as the oil and gas industry had evolved. 

“Despite many long standing relationships between individual oil and gas operators and 
fishing operators, there was never a formal relationship between the industry bodies that 
represent these two critical industries until recently.” 

Ms Vajtauer said that in 2013, the Commonwealth Fisheries Association (CFA), the Western 
Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC), the Northern Territory Seafood Council 
(NTSC), and Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV), and the Australian Petroleum Production & 
Exploration Association (APPEA) began investigating options for a more formal dialogue. 
Wildcatch SA also joined the conversation, as the dialogue progressed.  

She said the result was an agreed plan for a three tiered structure – a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the groups outlining general principles of engagement; a 
regular Roundtable process to develop issue-specific solutions; and the exploration of 
specific joint cross-industry initiatives. 

“APPEA and the five peak fishing bodies formally signed the MoU in November 2014 and 
have been working since to improve dialogue between these two iconic Australian 
industries,” she said. 
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