
  

SEAFOOD DIRECTIONS 2015  
 
MEDIA STATEMENT 

26 October, 2015 
 
Tough decisions are necessary to protect fish stock for the future 
 
The Federal Government’s Australian Fisheries Management Authority Chair, Norman 
Moore, has defended tough decision-making by government regulators to protect the long-
term interests of both the fishing and seafood industry, and consumers. 
 
Mr Moore, a former WA Fisheries Minister, said unpopular decisions in the past, by 
government regulators, had helped lead to the current global reputation Australia enjoyed 
for having some of the world’s best-managed and most sustainable fisheries. 
 
“Australia's fisheries management has come a long way since the 1980s and we have much 
to be proud of,” Mr Moore told delegates at the Seafood Directions Conference today. 
“Australia is now internationally recognised for our sustainable fisheries and the science and 
management that underpins it.” 
 
Using case studies of orange roughy – previously a ‘poster child’ for critics of overfishing – 
and southern bluefin tuna, Mr Moore demonstrated how tough decisions and strong 
management had helped restore these two fisheries. 
 
“Organge roughy was heavily fished in the late 1980s and early 1990s, leading to stock 
declines and longstanding fishery closures,” he said. “But earlier this year, for the first time 
in a decade, the Australian Fisheries Management Authority was able to announce a total 
allowable catch and the reopening of the Commonwealth orange roughy fishery off eastern 
Tasmania. 
 
“This would not have been possible without hard, and often unpopular, decisions being 
made but as a result the fishery was reopened for the 2015-16 season with a conservative 
catch limit to continue to allow stocks to rebuild. 
 
Southern bluefin tuna is another species that has been subject to overfishing in the past but 
through strong management action from both industry and government has begun to rebuild 
and enable Australia to continue to have a healthy and competitive SBT fishery. 
 
“These are good examples of how much our science-based fisheries management has 
improved and is a story well worth telling about how natural resources can rebuild and 
increase their contribution to the Australian economy in a sustainable way.” 
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