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UK expert highlights need for sound science 

The importance of sound science in underpinning the effective management of commercial 

fisheries was highlighted when Seafish UK Technical Director Tom Pickerell addressed 

delegates at Seafood Directions. 

Dr Pickerell was a key player in ‘Project Inshore’ – a collaborative venture between Seafish, the 

UK industry authority on seafood, and the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). 

“Project Inshore was designed to map all English inshore fisheries and to develop tailored 

strategies for their sustainable management to help secure seafood supplies from these 

generally data-deficient fisheries,” Dr Pickerell said. 

“It was the first exercise of its kind in the world and resulted in bespoke reports for each of the 

English Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authorities (IFCAs). 

“The reports enabled resource managers to collaborate and co-ordinate efforts and, where 

IFCAs have previously not had the resources, Project Inshore offered an evidence-based 

approach to funders.” 

Dr Pickerell’s address covered three stages: 

1. Stage 1 mapped more than 450 different fisheries within the English inshore sector 

(extending 6 nautical miles offshore). 

2. Stage 2 assessed all of the fisheries within each IFCA district using the MSC standard 

as a tool to score fishery performance. 

3. Stage 3 produced roadmaps for sustainable management for each IFCA. 

Dr Pickerell said that Project Inshore – which is now recognised internationally – had some 

similarities to the Western Australian Government’s $14.5million MSC initiative. 

“We believe this model has potential for other bodies and countries to adopt as a blueprint for 

their own data-deficient fisheries management,” he said. “For example, cod stocks in the North 

Sea – often perceived as a species to avoid – were found by Project Inshore to be close to a 

level where they could meet the MSC Standard.  

The report showed that strong management measures had made a positive impact and 

concluded that once stocks reach the biomass limit reference point (Blim), all other areas of the 

fisheries were ready to enter into full MSC assessment.”  
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