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Augusta fisher Trevor Price is set to start a two-year trial of using pots to catch Blue swimmer crabs in Hardy Inlet.

Price is right for crab pot trial
Augusta fisherman Trevor Price will use up to 20 pots to take crabs in Hardy Inlet following the recent
 granting of an exemption by the Department of Fisheries.

 The exemption, not due to expire until 31 July 2018, will see Trevor able to meet rising demands from
 local wineries, restaurants and other customers in the South-West for a more consistent supply of Blue
 swimmer crabs.

 Trevor, the only licence holder in the West Coast Estuarine Fishery, had previously been unable to meet
 the local demand for crabs.

 He spent much of his time on the water untangling undersized crabs from his nets and argued that using
 pots would allow him to more quickly return undersized crabs to the water – thus protecting the stock for
 other fishers.

 He also said pots would enable a more steady supply of crabs into the region without creating
 unnecessary conflict with other users.



 Although Recfishwest did not support the proposal, Trevor has strong local support from the Augusta
 community as the only reliable source of local seafood. The department imposed conditions on the
 exemption, including:

No fishing for crabs by means other than pots
No more than 20 pots permitted on board the authorised boat
Each pot can only be set and hauled once per day;
Daily catch returns must be completed.

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison applauded the common sense approach taken by the
 Department of Fisheries.

 “By approving a trial period, the department can properly assess the impact and be in a position to
 reassure recreational fishers that this method of coexisting with a professional fisher is in their interests,”
 he said.

 “This trial may eventually lead to the future removal of nets to catch crabs.”

Sensational seafood to showcase at Margaret
 River Gourmet Escape
The Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) has joined the Margaret River Gourmet Escape
 to showcase seafood from some of the world’s most sustainable fisheries.

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison said products from WA’s Marine Stewardship Council
 (MSC) certified fisheries would supply a seafood extravaganza set to capture the imagination of
 international chefs.

He said the international reputation of the Margaret River Gourmet Escape as a food festival was too good
 an opportunity to miss.

WAFIC is one of the event’s major partners this year and will use the opportunity to promote WA’s
 commercial fisheries – especially those actively involved in the State’s $14.5million Marine Stewardship
 Council (MSC) initiative.

“Feasting on our vast coastline’s bountiful seafood harvest is always a joy,” John said. “It’s WAFIC’s
 mission to ensure that seafood consumers are supremely confident that it also sustainably harvested.”

He said it was WAFIC’s vision to see every commercial fishery in the State achieve independent MSC
 certification and to carry the MSC’s blue tick eco-label.
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“We can think of no better place that the Margaret River Gourmet Escape to showcase our fisheries in the
 MSC program,” he said. “Here, we can share with chefs and seafood lovers our vision to have every WA
 fishery independently assessed against the rigorous MSC environmentally sustainable fishing standard.”

Rick Stein’s dinner at the Jetty, the new centrepiece event for the weekend, will include Western Rock
 Lobster (supplied by the Geraldton Fishermen’s Cooperative) and Glacier 51 Toothfish. Both products are
 MSC-certified.

 Exclusion zones will protect sea lions
WA Demersal Gillnet and Demersal Longline fishermen will need to comply with exclusion zones of
 between 20km and 25km around Australian Sea Lion colonies under new conditions imposed by the
 Federal Department of the Environment (DotE).

In order to meet export conditions under a ‘Wildlife Trade Operation’ (WTO) and Parts 13 and 13 A of the
 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act), fishers in the Temperate
 Demersal Gillnet and Demersal Longline Fisheries must minimise interactions with protected species
 such as sea lions.

 The DotE recently accepted a WA Department of Fisheries proposal for 20km exclusion zones on the
 South Coast and 25km exclusion zones on the West Coast around all sea lion colonies.

In its application to the DotE to allow demersal gillnet and demersal longline fishers to continue fishing, the
 Department of Fisheries said modelling had shown the exclusion zones could potentially reduce sea lion
 interactions by at least 75 per cent.

Professional fishers in the Temperate Demersal Gillnet and Demersal Longline Fisheries predominantly
 target various shark species such as Dusky shark, Whiskery shark and Gummy shark – all of which is
 sold into the WA and Eastern States market.

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison said the Federal Government’s support to allow fishers to
 continue operating under a WTO was a victory for common sense.

“Fishers have worked very hard with government officials to work out better ways of minimising the impact
 of their operations on protected species while continuing to supply high-quality seafood to consumers,” he
 said.

“This is another example of the responsible approach to sustainable fisheries management that is a
 trademark of Western Australia and testament to WAFIC's ongoing efforts on behalf of industry.”



Project Sea Dragon offers jobs windfall
 for Kimberley and Northern Territory
The State Government has given Perth-based Seafarms Group a big boost by granting its planned
 $1.4billion prawn farming operation in the Kimberley major project status.

 Project Seadragon, under development by Seafarms for more than four years, is expected to generate
 hundreds of jobs and make a major contribution to the economy.

 In granting “major project” status to the planned development, the State Government has complemented
 similar action taken by the NT and Federal governments in July.

 Earlier this month Seafarms announced that a global investment bank with expertise in the seafood and
 aquaculture industry would assist the company in securing funding for stage one of Project Sea Dragon.

 The initial 10,000 hectare tiger prawn aquaculture facility will be located at a site in the NT near the WA
 border, but as the project grows it is anticipated to cover multiple sites.

 When fully operational, the project is expected to create 300 jobs at a Darwin-based hatchery and
 breeding facility and 600 jobs in Kununurra.

 Announcing “major project” status to development commits governments to working with the proponents
 to get the project off the ground.

 A Seafarms spokesman said the company anticipated building a workforce able to provide direct
 sustainable jobs and contracting opportunities across the NT and WA.



Plan aims to restore oyster reefs  in Albany
Licence fees paid by the State’s recreational fishers are being actively used to improve fishing
 opportunities across WA, including a major project to restore oyster reefs in Albany.

Fisheries Minister Ken Baston said this month that $40,000 from the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund
 (RFIF) would be matched with $40,000 from The Nature Conservancy Australia, to help identify or
 establish suitable habitat in Oyster Harbour and restock it with juvenile oysters.

Mr Baston said millions of larvae would be grown into juvenile oysters to help restock Oyster Harbour.

"Oysters are in low numbers in the harbour and, if numbers can be increased through stock enhancement,
 a new fish habitat will be created to improve the health of the ecosystem," he said.

"That will boost fish stocks in Oyster Harbour and eventually offer flow-on effects for the quality of the local
 Albany fishing experience.

"Recfishwest will partner with The Nature Conservancy Australia, The University of Western Australia and
 South Coast Natural Resource Management to make this innovative project happen and I look forward to
 seeing the broad range of benefits for fishers."



Buzz builds for Seafood Directions
WAFIC Chair Arno Verboon has begun the countdown to Seafood Directions 2015 noting there is less
 than two months before Perth stages Australia’s leading seafood industry conference.

“The Seafood Directions’ coordinating committee has developed a packed program for the event with
 more than 50 presentations scheduled over the two days of the event,” Arno said.

“WA’s commercial fishing industry is a world leader in third party sustainability accreditation, so we are
 pleased to have secured Marine Stewardship Council Chief Executive Rupert Howes as a keynote
 speaker.”

Arno said other speakers of international and national renown would also deliver presentations at SD
 2015. Concurrent sessions over the two days of the conference would cover most issues of interest to
 Australia’s seafood industry.

“The conference will bring together a wide range of stakeholders in the Australian fishing and seafood
 industry as presenters and exhibitors,” he said.



“The theme of the event in 2015 is “Selling Our Story" and that is what we will do by examining where we
 have been, where we are and, most importantly, where we need to be."

Marine Safety Update

Regulation Impact Review –
 vessel survey arrangements
New national marine safety laws came into force on 1 July 2013. These laws were the result of a
 collaborative process between the States and the Commonwealth.

 The regulations covering survey are contained in Marine Order 503 (Certificates of Survey).

 The Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS) is reviewing three (3) options for achieving vessel survey
 objectives under the new laws.

 Option 1 - maintaining the current survey regime without amendment

 Option 2 - no regulated minimum survey requirements

 Option 3 - amending the current components of the survey regime.

 Option 3  also includes four sub-options, covering different elements of the survey regime including:

the periodic survey regime;
the survey ‘modifiers’ (’high risk’ operations and vessel attributes that change the survey
 requirements which would otherwise apply to the vessel);
National System survey limits (the point at which a vessel must be in Classification Society survey.
survey arrangements and depth (who carries out the survey and what aspects of the vessel must
 be surveyed).

The impact of each sub-option has been separately analysed in this RIS.

 Industry comment is invited on the details of the sub-options as well as on alternative options for
 amending the survey regime in order to achieve the objectives.

Public consultation on this RIS and the proposed survey regime will occur from 17 August 2015 to
 12 October 2015.  Click here for information about the RIS.

 Submissions can be made online at https://www.amsa.gov.au/community/consultation/ or by emailing the
 submission to maritimereformsubmission@amsa.gov.au
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Top WA seafood
 researchers on
 show at UK forum

Researchers from the Centre of Excellence for
 Science, Seafood and Health (CESSH)
 represented the Western Australian seafood
 industry at the recent World Seafood Congress
 in Grimsby, United Kingdom.

 The congress brought together seafood
 processers and importers, academics, private
 industry, government and public organisations
 from around the world to discuss trade initiatives
 and developments in the global seafood sector.

 Three CESSH researchers delivered
 presentations during the five-day program which
 had a theme of ‘Upskilling for a sustainable
 future’.

 CESSH Director, Professor Alexandra
 McManus, presented on two major health topics
– food labelling to improve market share and
tailoring seafood products for senior citizens.

 Prof. McManus was also interviewed by the local
 Estuary TV about some of the big issues facing
 the Australian seafood industry. Her interview
 occurs during the second half of this YouTube
 video.

 Dr Janet Howieson spoke on her work to
 develop new opportunities for seafood by-
products in Australia and also on the successful
 ‘Love Australian Prawns’ campaign and the new
 direction of the Australian prawn industry.

 PhD student Felicity Denham gave a talk on her
 research which investigates the development of
 cleaner production strategies for WA finfish
 supply chains.

 For  more information about research on any of
 the other work being done at CESSH, email
 Prof. Alex McManus at
A.Mcmanus@curtin.edu.au or Dr Janet

Howieson at j.howieson@curtin.edu.au or visit

Five-year plan steers
 R&D for FRDC
Senator Richard Colbeck recently launched the
 Fisheries Research and Development
 Corporation’s (FRDC) five-year Research,
 Development and Extension (RD&E) plan for
 Australia’s fishing and aquaculture industries. 

Senator Colbeck, who is the Parliamentary
 Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture, said the
 2015–2020 Strategic Plan detailed the way the
 FRDC would invest in research.

“The plan outlines a new focus based on three
 key national priorities, and empowers
 stakeholders and aims to drive change to benefit
 Australia’s fishing and aquaculture sectors,” he
 said.

“It (the plan) will ensure these sectors continue to
 have excellent performance in environmental
 sustainability as well as business productivity
 and profitability.”

Senator Colbeck said the plan also focussed on
 recreational fishers and Indigenous fishers.

“Fishing and aquaculture are vital for many rural
 and regional communities and underpin jobs and
 livelihoods throughout Australia, it is important
 that these sectors are appropriately supported,”
 he said.

“It (the plan) sets out solid targets including
 increasing the sector’s value by 20 per cent per
 annum, which will see it grow from $2.4 billion to
 $3.2 billion by 2020, at the same time improving
 community satisfaction with the industry. 

Senator Colbeck said Australia’s fisheries are
 among the best managed in the world.  To read
 the plan visit www.frdc.com.au
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 the CESSH website

Reforms benefit DoT marine facility users
The Department of Transport (DoT) has claimed commercial and recreational users will benefit from
 ongoing reform of fees and charges at its maritime facilities across the state.

 Department of Transport Coastal Infrastructure General Manager Steve Jenkins said the second stage of
 a fee review to increase consistency and transparency of charges for use of DoT maritime facilities was
 introduced on 1 August.

 He said a key benefit for vessel accommodation customers was the introduction of up to one hour per
 day free use of service jetties or wharves for the period of the vessel accommodation at that maritime
 facility. 

 “This hour is intended to allow vessels time to load or unload, however if a licensed fishing vessel that is
 actively loading or unloading exceeds the one hour, no further fee will apply,” he said.

 Annual vessel accommodation customers or customers that have paid a fee for the short-term use of a
 service jetty or wharf are able to use any DoT managed service jetty or wharf across the state for up to
 one hour per day.

 Mr Jenkins said this would benefit fishing vessels moving between locations.

 The fee simplifications have removed a number of fees that previously only applied at individual facilities;
 such as vehicular use fees at Cervantes and Jurien, and fees specific to purse seine fishing vessels at
 Bremer Bay. Each of these fees has been replaced by a much lower state-wide fee.

 Mr Jenkins said another significant change was the application of consistent fuel wharfage fees at all DoT
 maritime facilities dispensing fuel.

 “There is now a consistent fuel oil wharfage fee state-wide,” he said. “Effective from 1 August, the fuel oil
 wharfage fee is 5.5c per litre (inclusive of GST).”

 Mr Jenkins said that before DoT capped the charge last financial year, the fee was as high as 8.1 c per
 litre at some locations in WA.

 For further details please visit www.transport.wa.gov.au/facilityfees or provide feedback by email to
 facilityfees@transport.wa.gov.au

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please
 email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try and include them in our next
 newsletter.
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