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Brad adams  
(Chair OCtOBer 2011 tO present)
Brad is a third generation fisherman 
from Augusta. Brad was a professional 
abalone diver for 12 years. He is 
currently CEO of Ocean Grown 
Abalone Pty Ltd, an aquaculture 
company developing in-sea abalone 
aquaculture farms. He is also the CEO 
of Two Oceans Seafoods Pty Ltd - a 
seafood processing, wholesale and 
retail business in Augusta.

Brad has tertiary qualifications in 
Biology, Aquaculture and Business (MBA). 
He has a strong interest in Research 
and Development and currently chairs 
WAFIC’s RD&E committee. 

Brad’s vision is for WAFIC to be seen by 
the seafood industry and government 
as a strong and united representative 
organisation that is responsive to 
the needs of industry and is focussed 
on obtaining outcomes that deliver 
tangible gains to the seafood industry.

James paratOre 
James has been actively involved with 
the Rock Lobster Industry since he was 
12 years old working with his Father on 
fishing boat ‘Vanessa James’. His family 
has been involved with Western Rock 
Lobster fishing since the 1960’s, and his 
extended family still ply their trade in 
Italy using different forms of fishing.

James possesses a diverse background, 
the most prominent example being his 
other career choice, where in 2004, he 
completed a Bachelor of Pharmacy at 
Curtin University. 

In 2008, he was elected to represent C 
zone on the Board of the Western Rock 
Lobster Council and was elected to the 
WAFIC board in 2009.

He sees his appointment to this 
leadership role as a chance to promote 
the industry’s link between a very proud 
Western Australian fishing community, 
serving to realign and promote its 
duty as custodians of the ocean, and 
guarantee its role as ambassadors of 
a wider Seafood Industry.  He looks 
forward to helping shape a new and 
prosperous path for the entire Western 
Australian Seafood Community.

James is also a member of WAFIC’s 
Research, Development and 
Extension committee, Safety 
Education and Training Committee 
and Building Community Support 
Committee.

GeOrGe Kailis
George Kailis is Professor of 
Management at the School of 
Business at the University of Notre 
Dame Australia. Professor Kailis 
holds qualifications in law and 
management and has had extensive 
industry, government and community 
experience. He was Managing 
Director of the M.G. Kailis Group 
one of Australia’s largest fishing and 
aquaculture businesses from 1992-1999. 

Special interests are held in the 
areas of the environment, fisheries 
management and strategy. Professor 
Kailis has been a Director of both the 
Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation and the Australian 
Fisheries Management Authority. 
Ongoing positions held by Professor 
Kailis include directorship of the 
M.G. Kailis Group and the Australian 
National Centre for Oceans and 
Resource Security.

George is also chair of the WAFIC 
Resources and Access and Native Title 
Steering committees.

damien Bell
Damien has extensive experience 
across a range of WA commercial 
fishing and aquaculture industries 
including the Western Rock Lobster 
industry, pearl and aquaculture 
production, mussel farming and 
currently owns and operates a license 
in the West Coast Estuarine Fishery of 
the Peel-Harvey Estuary.

In addition to his commercial fishing 
industry experience, Damien has also 
worked as a Marine and Aquaculture 
Workplace Training and Assessor 
for the Central West College of TAFE, 
Aquaculture Liaison Officer for the 
Department of Fisheries and provided 
assistance in the initial marine 
environment review and assessment 
for the Gorgon Project. 

Currently, Damien is the President of 
the Mandurah Licensed Fishermen’s 
Association (MLFA), which has taken 
proactive measures to ensure the long-
term sustainability of their fishery and 
the future security of its members and 
their families.  

Damien is also chair for the Building 
Community Support committee and 
a member of the WAFIC Research, 
Development & Extension committee.

JOhn huttOn
 John is currently a shareholder and 
director of Marine Produce Australia 
Ltd, a company involved in barramundi 
aquaculture at Cone Bay in the 
Kimberley region. This venture is 
Western Australia’s most significant 
seafood aquaculture project. He is 
also a director of Maxima Pearling 
Company Pty Ltd and a member of 
the Pearl Producers’ Association. John 
is Chairman of WAFIC’s Finance and 
Audit committee.

arnO VerBOOn
Arno has many years experience in 
the Seafood industry from the deck to 
the boardroom. As such he provides 
practical, hands on experience in 
WAFIC’s activities and is determined 
to be involved in restructuring the 
organization so that it may better meet 
the demands facing the industry today 
and in the future.

Arno is passionate about the 
betterment of all aspects of the seafood 
industry in Western Australia and is 
the General Manager of Fremantle 
Octopus Pty. Ltd having successfully 
established that product and brand 
as the premium octopus product both 
domestically and internationally.

Arno serves on WAFIC’s Building 
Community Support Committee and 
the Finance and Audit committee

Kym COffey
Kym has experience with a diverse 
range of commercial fishing, pearling 
and aquaculture industries in 
Western Australia and the Northern 
Territory, particularly around fisheries 
management, policy, resource access 
and multi-user marine areas.

Kym has worked in the commercial 
fishing industry since 2002 and 
currently works for Paspaley, the 
largest producer of Australian South 
Sea pearls and one of the worlds only 
vertically integrated south sea pearling 
operations. In addition to pearling, 
Kym’s work extends to other areas 
within the Paspaley Group, in Australia 
and overseas and includes aviation, 
retail, marketing, rural industries and 
intellectual property.

She has a background and specialist 
expertise in negotiation, native 
title and indigenous agreements. 
Her qualifications include post 
graduate studies in marine resource 
management. Kym is presently 
a member of the Pearl Producers 
Association, the WAFIC Native Title, 
Building Community Support and 
Resource Access Committees.

BruCe COCKman
Bruce has been involved with fishing 
his whole life and has skippered a 
lobster boat in B zone for the past 
25 years and with the change of the 
lobster fishery to quota now fishes A 
and B zone.

Bruce is also involved in the west 
coast shark fishery and the wet line 
fishery and has fished in the Shark Bay 
Snapper, Shark Bay blue Swimmer crab 
and deep sea crab fisheries.

Bruce is currently the president of 
the Dongara Professional Fishermans 
Association.

Bruce is also a member of the WAFIC 
Resource Access committee.

ClaytOn nelsOn  
(ViCe Chair)
Clayton has been involved in the 
fishing industry since 1980. Clayton 
has primarily been involved in the 
Northern Prawn Fishery and the North 
West Shelf Trawl Fishery and he was 
an executive director of Deep Sea 
Fisheries Ltd and the Tiger Fisheries 
Group of companies.

Clayton is now the General Manager of 
the MG Kallis Group. Clayton is also a 
director of One Sea Pty Ltd a Fremantle 
based fishing company and Jamaclan 
Marine Services, a Marine Finance and 
Consultancy service..

Clayton is also a member of WAFIC’s 
Audit and Resources Access committees.

Board of Directors
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Our VisiOn

WAFIC: Our Vision

To represent 
a sustainable 
and united 
industry that 
is confident:

ff of resource 
sustainability and 
security of access;

ff of cost-effective 
fisheries 
management;

ff that our 
businesses can be 
operated in a safe, 
environmentally 
responsible and 
profitable way; 
and 

ff that investment 
in industry 
research and 
development 
is effective and 
efficient.

WAFIC is the peak 
industry body 
representing 
commercial 
fishing, pearling 
and aquaculture 
industries in 
Western Australia. 
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The past year has been an interesting year for 
the WA Fishing Industry. The State Election in 
March delivered industry a new Fisheries Minister 
in Troy Buswell. It is pleasing that the WA Liberal 
government values Fisheries as an important 
portfolio such that it requires the management of 
such a senior Minister. I have met with Minister 
Buswell a number of times and am pleased to report 
that he is passionate about our industry and has a 
strong desire to ensure that industry is supported 
and partnered by government so that opportunities 
for sustainable growth in our sector does occur.

I take this opportunity to thank Minister Norman 
Moore for the strong leadership provided to the WA 
Fishing Industry during his tenure. Never before have so 
many positive changes been delivered by Government 
to our industry in such a short period. Initiatives such as 
WRL Quota implementation, MSC fisheries certification, 
Fisheye and the development of a new Fisheries Act 
stand out as lasting legacies of Minister Moore to the 
WA Fishing Industry.

The recent Federal Election also delivered a Liberal 
Government and with regard to MPA’s I welcome the 
Coalition commitment to “immediately suspend and 
review the flawed management plans imposed by 
Labor without fair and adequate consultation”. WAFIC 
will be seeking to ensure that WA Fishermen get a 
much improved outcome than that offered by the 
previous Government.

Seafood Awards
The Bi-Annual WAFIC Seafood Industry awards were 
held recently. A fantastic night was had by all that 
attended and thank you to all that were nominated for 
an award - the high caliber of entrants clearly shows 
that WA has a strong, successful fishing industry. I 
congratulate all the winners, especially John Cole on 
receiving the Industry Icon Award. John is a WAFIC 
legend who provided great leadership to the fishing 
industry over many decades - an inspiring man.

Industry Representation
The last AGM delivered a mandate for constitutional 
reform of the WAFIC membership and Board 
representation. The board plans to implement the 
required constitutional changes as soon as the DoF 
unit register becomes available in 2014. At that time 
a Special General Meeting will be called to firstly 
change the membership base to automatically include 
all entitlement holders in the WA Seafood Industry 
and secondly, elect a new board under the new 
representational model.

from the Chairman

The recent Federal Election also delivered a 
Liberal Government and with regard to MPA’s 
I welcome the Coalition commitment to 
“immediately suspend and review the flawed 
management plans imposed by Labor without 
fair and adequate consultation”. 

 chairman Brad adams
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WAFIC Review
Many of you would be aware of the recent independent 
review WAFIC has recently completed. A summary 
document outlining recommendations endorsed by 
the Board will be prepared and distributed to Members.  
The Board decided to undertake such a review as 
a precursor to the development of a strategic plan. 
Organisations such as WAFIC must as a matter of 
good corporate governance from time to time review 
the services they provide, how they are provided, the 
resourcing of their activities and examine stakeholder 
relationships to ensure the relevance of the business. 

The review certainly highlighted a number of issues 
facing WAFIC and the recommendations provided by 
the independent consultants will assist the Board in 
developing a strategic plan to provide our members 
with a responsive, relevant and effective peak industry 
body well into the future. 

I can report there is a strong appetite for change 
among the WAFIC Board and Senior Management and 
I believe this process of independent review, strategic 
plan development and effective implementation, and 
constitutional reform will prove to be a defining period in 
WAFIC’s future. I urge all members to support this process.

After much deliberation I have made a decision to not 
stand for re-election as WAFIC Chairman at the next 
AGM. Increasing business commitments and personal 
reasons have meant a reassessment of priorities. 
However, I have put my name forward for election to 
a board position, as I would like to assist WAFIC where 
I can in this coming period of reform. 

I wish to thank board members, WAFIC staff and the 
many seafood professionals who have assisted me in 
many ways during my tenure as Chairman. Personally, 
it has been an honor and a fantastic experience to serve 
an industry that many of us are so passionate about.

Brad Adams
Chairman

…this process 
of independent 
review, strategic 
plan development 
and effective 
implementation, 
and constitutional 
reform will prove to 
be a defining period in 
WAFIC’s future.

 Brad adams presenting the then minister moore with a caricature as a farewell gift
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from the CEO

2012/13 has been a year of great effort by WAFIC staff 
and management to represent industry’s interest in a 
broad range of often complex and challenging issues 
including resource access matters (separately covered 
in the Securing Access, Sustaining the Resource 
section),  development of the new fisheries act, oil and 
gas industry interactions, federal and state marine 
reserves and national representation, to name a few.

Funding
Industry’s representational funding from 
government’s contribution amounts to 0.5% of total 
fisheries GVP. In 2012/13, after passing on funding 
commitments to sector bodies, WAFIC’s income was 
just over $981k, compared with $1.26M in the previous 
year.  A tight reign was kept on expenses during the 
year, turning around a potential deficit to significant 
surplus of $145k for WAFIC’s general operating 
account.

The 2013/14 budget is tight and the Finance and Audit 
Committee and WAFIC staff will work to maximise 
the services possible within the limitations of our 
budget.  Members should be aware that, in real terms, 
WAFIC’s funding base is 22% lower now than it was 
5-10 years ago, so there can sometimes be a challenge 
in matching delivery of stakeholders’ expectations 
with resources available to WAFIC.

With the assistance of our auditors we have made the 
following financial reporting changes in the current 
financial year: 

1. Exclusion of financial information for projects 
considered external to the operations of WAFIC 
(Fish Eye, Service Level Agreement, IDU and 
Native Title).

2. Derecognition of liabilities for unexpended 
project funds where there is no further 
identifiable committed expenditure.   

These accounting changes have resulted in a one-off 
entry to retained earnings as a prior period adjustment. 
The ongoing benefits of the changes include a financial 
report that more accurately reflects the financial 
operations and position of WAFIC, and the removal of 
the qualified opinion by the previous auditors.

The Board determined to fully allocate in 2012/13 
the revenue it received from water lease fees from 
aquaculture to the Pearl Producers Association, 
and provided funding assistance of $50,000 to the 
Aquaculture Council of WA . 

Commonwealth Bioregional Marine Planning
It has been a year of intensive involvement by WAFIC 
in working alongside NSIA to represent industry’s 
interests in the Commonwelth Bioregional Marine 
planning developments. During the year NSIA has 
met numerous times with the federal fisheries 
minister and his department and written several 
letters and submissions on matters including 
consultations on marine reserve management 
plans and compensation arrangements. A range of 
consultation with industry has been held, which has 
informed a number of formal representations to the 
federal government including:

ff Opposition to the Commonwealth 
Marine Reserve Network (CMRN) 
proposal, as it would: unnecessarily 
negatively impact the fishing industry; 
has not demonstrated how deliver desired 
biodiversity conservation outcomes will 
be delivered; or whether the benefits of 
the Government‘s proposal would likely 
outweigh the costs to the community.

ff Opposition to the proposed Fisheries 
Adjustment Package due to several  
flaws identified.

The recent change of Federal government brings 
a welcome change in policy, with the coalition 
pledging to “immediately suspend and review the 
flawed management plans imposed by the Labor 
government without fair and adequate consultation 
and appoint a scientific panel to review the science on 
proposed boundaries”.  WAFIC welcomes this policy 
and looks forward to continuing to work hard, with 
NSIA, to see a sensible, science-based, consultative, 
and fair approach by government to Commonwealth 
Bioregional Marine Planning.
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National Seafood Industry Alliance
WAFIC continues its active support of this Alliance 
through which the fishing industry achieves the 
very important function of national representation.  
This is achieved by the dedicated support of peak 
State-based bodies, like WAFIC, and with our 
combined substantial expertise we work to bring 
about common objectives.  This year, WAFIC has 
worked with NSIA on: the management plans for 
Commonwealth marine parks and, later, protocols 
for the rollout of compensation; seeking to influence 
political parties’ fisheries policy in the lead up to 
the Federal election; development of a Social Media 
Strategy to support the use of Country of Origin 
labeling for seafood sold in dining and takeaway 
venues; support for the “Drawing the Line” video 
production, and; representing industry to AFMA, DAFF 
and SEWPaC’s stakeholder forum.

NSIA delivers a lot of value for industry with very 
little resources. Hopefully, NSIA will be successful in 
attracting federal commercial fishing representation 
funds promised as an election commitment by the 
Liberal Party. 

A New Fisheries Act
During the reporting period WAFIC continued to 
attend briefing sessions by the Department of 
Fisheries and provide its input on design aspects 
of the proposed new bill.  However due to delays 
through the parliamentary drafting process the 
bill was not ready for release in draft form.  WAFIC 
has consistently communicated its position for an 
adequate consultation period for industry to review 
and comment of the bill prior to tabling in Parliament.

Between the start of the new financial year and the 
time of writing (early October), significant progress 
has been made, with the Department releasing the 
draft Aquatic Resources Management Bill for a 28 
day consultation period.  WAFIC formed a Legislative 
Working Group (LWG; comprising WAFIC Director, 
George Kailis, WAFIC staff Guy Leyland and Richard 
Stevens, and Pearl Producers Association CEO, 
Brett McCallum), to provide expert assistance in 
formulating an industry response.  After receiving 
input at an industry briefing session and advice 
from the LWG, WAFIC advised industry of its formal 
position that industry could not support the bill in its 
current form due to various concerns.  These concerns 
have now been largely addressed by meetings 
between the LWG and the Department, and the 
revised draft bill has been put to industry for further 
period of consultation.

After receiving input at an 
industry briefing session and 
advice from the LWG, WAFIC 
advised industry of its formal 
position that industry could not 
support the bill in its current 
form due to various concerns. 

 ceo mark tucek
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A major FRDC grant has been secured to enable WAFIC to provide 
extension of the MSC certification initiative to industry, the 
community and the supply chain. Work on this has just begun.

Marine Stewardship Council 
In the body of the annual report you find various 
reports, which set out the status of the MSC 
initiative. Over the year considerable work has 
been undertaken. This initially has revolved around 
MSC pre-assessment with the Gascoyne bioregion 
fisheries the first to be subject of the initiative, 
with and in sequence, the North, West and South 
Bioregion fisheries to follow.

Once the pre-assessment reports are finalised 
fisheries will be offered the opportunity to enter into 
full MSC assessment. The Government will pay the 
costs of the assessment and the initial audit of those 
fisheries that wish to participate. In addition, a formal 
fishery improvement program will be offered to those 
fisheries who wish to enter the MSC program but 
have deficiencies identified in the pre-assessment 
report which would prevent them successfully 
achieving MSC certification.

Discussions have begun with the major supermarket 
chains on possible financial contributions towards 
those fisheries that may require financial assistance 
particularly for aspects of remedial action to address 
deficiencies through fishery improvement programs.

 A major FRDC grant has been secured to enable 
WAFIC to provide extension of the MSC certification 
initiative to industry, the community and the supply 
chain. Work on this has just begun.

Other aspects of this initiative are covered in the annual 
report and I invite you to familiarise yourself with these. 

Industry Consultation Unit (ICU)
2012/13 has been a year of bedding down the 
effective operation of the ICU under the leadership 
of Angus Callander in his role of Executive Officer.  
The Governance Advisory Group overseeing the 
ICU has met throughout the year  and, as at the 
time of writing, has endorsed a Procedure Manual 
documenting functions of the ICU.

SUSTAINABLE OCEANS
sustainable fisheries

Western Australia’s commercial fishing industry uses sustainable 
fisheries management practices to ensure our unique marine 
environment is preserved for future generations.
Western Australia’s Western Rock Lobster fishery was the first fishery 
in the world to be certified as ecologically sustainable by the Marine 
Stewardship Council.

Stretching from Carnarvon to Augusta, strict catch limits have been 
adopted to ensure the sustainability of the lobster fishery and the 
balance of the marine environment.

Our local fishing industry provides an example to the world of how 
fisheries can be sustainably managed.

www.sustainablefisherieswa.com.au
 facebook.com/sustainablefisherieswa    twitter.com/wafisheries

sustainable fisheries sustainable futures

WA’s lobster fishery was the first fishery in the world to be 
MSC accredited for sustainability.

Lobster are processed locally, before being distributed
to local and international restaurants and retailers.

The next time you enjoy lobster, you will be
supporting sustainable fishing practices in WA.
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In the period under review the ICU has conducted 
35 Annual Management Meetings and several 
statutory consultations in relation to amendments 
to Management Plans.  In connection with these 
meetings WAFIC has had the opportunity to 
updating industry on numerous initiatives such 
as MSC certification, FishEye, R&D priorities and 
Commonwealth and State marine parks, the new act, 
ASMA changes and calculation methods for Gross 
Value of Production.

Farewell  
WAFIC would like to acknowledge Chad Lunow for his 
hard work in 2012/13 and wish him well for the future.

Communications
During the year we moved to an electronic 
Newsletter format.  The monthly publication now 
allows us to more effectively keep members up to 
date with current issues, compared to less frequent, 
mail based newsletters.  At the time of shifting to 
the new format, we wrote letters to all those on 
our newsletter mailing list to identify anyone who 
still required a hard copy in the mail. Relatively 
few requested this service.  Should you wish to 
receive the Newsletter by post please let the WAFIC 
receptionist know, and we always welcome any 
suggestions for improving communications.

FishEye
Although not commensurate with the planned 
timing of the release, at the time of writing (October 
2013) the Catch and Effort module of Fish Eye was 
available to the rock lobster industry. Apart from one 
or two minor issues, fishers who have chosen to use 
the system – almost exclusively through an Apple 
device - have found it to far superior to the old pen 
and paper method, and they see good potential in 
what is to come in November, which is the release 
of the Licensing and Entitlement module; ostensibly 
completing the first release for that industry.

Already the Department has made significant inroads 
into the development of the program for other 
fisheries, and we look forward to subsequent releases 
when most of our fishers will have access to the 
electronic system.  Full functionality of FishEye across 
fisheries is a condition of industry paying its half-
share of development costs (capped at $570,000 p.a. 
for 10 years) to government.

Full functionality of FishEye across fisheries is a condition of 
industry paying its half-share of development costs (capped at 
$570,000 p.a. for 10 years) to government.



9Western Australian Fishing Industry Council   AnnuAl RepoRt 2012–2013

FRAB
WAFIC has managed the Western Australian Fisheries Research 
Advisory Body (WAFRAB; an advisory body to the Fisheries 
Research and Development Corporation) for over twenty years 
and is the only industry council to have that role in Australia. 

The WAFRAB prioritises and facilitates the implementation 
of research projects for the benefit of the recreational and 
commercial fishing sectors and the broader community. WAFIC 
maintains a strong approach to supporting the development of 
‘grass roots’ projects brought about by industry need. 

During the 2012-2013 period the WAFRAB assessed over 75 
projects, supporting 13 projects, relating to a FRDC investment 
of over $1.5 million directly benefitting the state.

Summary
Beyond these few topics I raised in my report there are a 
multitude of representational tasks that WAFIC staff have 
worked hard on during the year.  I take this opportunity to 
thank the staff for their hard work, passion and dedication to 
the betterment of industry.

I am also wish to acknowledge the dedication and support of 
the Board of Directors, without which WAFIC staff could not 
move forward.  I am highly impressed with the individual 
sacrifice that Directors consistently make to labour, on a 
voluntary basis, to serve the interests of industry in their 
capacity as WAFIC Directors.

There is a great work ahead to address the many challenges 
that are before us.  WAFIC’s focus remains on delivering quality 
representation on behalf of industry in 2013/14.

Mark Tucek 
Chief Executive Officer
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CHAIR
In November 2012 Graeme Turk, Chairman of the 
Sydney Fish Markets was appointed to the role  
of Chair. 

NSIA PRIORITIES
Much of the activities for the year have been 
dominated by coordination at a national level of 
industry representation on the Commonwealth 
Government’s Bioregional Marine Planning initiative 
including the proposed $100 million compensation 
package. This has involved representation to the 
Government and Opposition at a political level 
as well as workshops and representations to the 
responsible Government Department.

The recent change of Government has created 
uncertainty as to the likely outcome of a network 
of marine protected areas around Australia in 
Commonwealth waters.  The incoming Coalition 
Abbott Government has announced the suspension 
of the process and the intention to form regional 
advisory committees to provide more rigorous 
assessments for new reserves in accordance with 
objective scientific, economic and social evidence.

Additional matters the NSIA has pursued include 
development and launch of Seafood for Australia 
website and representations on: Country of Origin 
Labeling, National Food Plan, National system for 
Commercial Vessel Safety and the development 
of a common language in discussing “industry 
sustainability”

The Alliance comprises officers of the following 
organisations:

ff Western australian fishing industry council 
(ceo: mark tucek)

ff commonwealth fisheries association 
(ceo: trixi madon)

ff national aquaculture council 
(chair: pheroze jungalwalla)

ff new south Wales seafood industry council 
(chair: graham turk)

ff northern territory seafood industry council 
(ceo: Katherine sarneckis)

ff queensland seafood industry council 
(chair: michael gardner)

ff seafood industry Victoria 
(ceo: renee Vajtauer)

ff tasmanian seafood industry council 
(ceo: neil stump)

ff Wildcatch fisheries south australia 

National  
Representation

nsia 
strateGiC 
plan 

nsia 
OBJeCtiVes 

The NSIA has developed 
a strategic plan with the 
following priority areas:

ff sustainability;
ff resource access;
ff federal costs impacts;
ff improving industry 

profile; and
ff rd&e investment

The objectives of the  
NSIA as set out in its constitution 
are to:

ff promote the interests  
of the seafood and  
fishing industry;

ff develop national strategies to 
secure the long term future 
of the seafood and fishing 
industry; and

ff promote and enhance the 
profile of sustainable seafood 
production.



11Western Australian Fishing Industry Council   AnnuAl RepoRt 2012–2013

As advised in last year’s Annual Report whilst WAFIC 
remained engaged with the Department of Fisheries 
on the framework for the new legislation we had yet 
to view a draft of the provisions of the new Act.

In June 2013 Department of Fisheries Director General 
Stuart Smith provided WAFIC with the proposed 
bill and requested a consolidated industry position. 
WAFIC wrote to all license holders and invited 
comments on the bill. WAFIC provided links to the bill 
and explanatory notes. 

On 15 July WAFIC hosted an industry briefing at the 
Tradewinds Hotel where Department of Fisheries 
officers provided further information.

On 22 July, based on industry feed back and WAFIC’s 
assessment of the legislation WAFIC advised Mr. Smith 
that industry did not support the bill in its current form.

Subsequently WAFIC’s Legislation Working Group 
(LWG) (Chair George Kailis, Brett McCallum, Richard 
Stevens and Guy Leyland) entered into negotiations 
with the Department of Fisheries drafting team to 
address issues of concern to industry.

At the time of writing we are now up to draft 20 of 
the bill. Significant changes to the bill have been 
made as a result of these negotiations.

The LWG considered that the Department had 
substantially and fairly addressed many of the 
issues raised by the LWG since that meeting, 
although some concerns remain. 

Despite the concerns, the LWG recommended to the 
WAFIC Board that, on balance, the passage of this 
Bill should improve industry’s position, as well as 
advance quality resource and ecological management. 
Sectors of industry, especially fishers in Interim 
Managed Fisheries may be significantly better off 
as they transition to more settled management 
arrangements.

The WAFIC Board considered the LWG’s 
recommendations at its meeting on 19 September 
2013. The Board resolved that, given the progress 
made to date in re-drafting the bill, that WAFIC 
supports tabling the Bill in Parliament in the short 
term, in the event that Government judges the draft 
Bill is ready.  This support was on the understanding 
that WAFIC would continue to consult industry for 
its input on the latest draft Bill (for a further 35 day 
period) and recognised that issues may yet arise 
from members, which WAFIC would communicate 
to government in due course. 

In late September 2013 WAFIC wrote to all license 
holders with a summary of the LWG assessment and 
links to the current draft and a table showing the 
outcome of negotiations between WAFIC and the 
Department of Fisheries. Comments were invited 
from industry by 8 November 2013.

Ao~uatic Resources 
Management Bill
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The Western 
Australian State 
Election

On 9 March 2013 the election was held to elect a new 
State Government. To ensure that the fishing industry 
was fully informed on the major parties policies on 
issues that affect the industry WAFIC wrote to each 
of the parties requesting their positions to a range of 
matters relevant to the industry.

These included specific questions requesting 
commitments on such matters as freezing access 
fees, support for third party certification, continued 
implementation of Integrated Fisheries Management, 
development of new fisheries and reliance on 
scientific evidence in the establishment of any new 
marine reserves.

The Liberal, Labor, National and Greens parties gave 
their responses to these specific questions.

 WAFIC complied these responses into a bulletin that 
was circulated electronically and in hard copy form 
to industry prior to the election.  The bulletin can be 
found on the WAFIC website.

T H E W EST ER N AUST R A L I A N STAT E EL ECT ION 
!

2013 

3 

!

!

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

!
!

9  Do you support the development of 4 new fisheries?
 

!
Do you agree that all Interim Managed Fisheries should 
be transitioned into Managed Fisheries under a new Act? 

!
!

Will you endeavor to ensure that the Pearling Industry 
is not negatively impacted by the introduction of a new 
joint Act that replaces the current Pearling specific Act? 

!
!

Do you support the following steps to better develop 
Aquaculture in WA? 

!
ff Clear and prompt approval pathways for Aquaculture across the whole of 

Government. 
!

ff Commitment to the development of the two announced aquaculture 
zones. 

!
ff In partnership with Industry, create a governance structure that will foster 

industry development. 
!

ff Provide appropriate Government support for shared infrastructure. 
!
!

Do you commit to ensuring the State  Government is 
a strong advocate to the Federal Government on the 
following matters? 

!

ff Diesel fuel rebate. 
!

ff Creation of Free Trade Agreements 
!

ff Recognition of the contribution of WA fisheries to food security. 
!
!

Do you agree to uphold the following commitments 
made via the Government Fisheries Policy Statement, 
March 2012? 

!

ff Marine Planning. 
!

ff Sharing of Marine Resources. 
!

ff Impacts of Industrial Developments. 
!
!

Do you support the creation of a separate 
fisheries agency? 

!
!

16 You are invited to comment on any  other issue 
not covered above. 

!
!
WAFIC invites 
you to examine 
and compare the 
positions of the 
political parties and 
to vote accordingly. 

T H E W EST ER N AUST R A L I A N STAT E EL ECT ION 
!

2013 

4 

!

!

!
!
!
!
!

1    Do you support Multiple Year Commitments?
 

!
!
!

In order to maintain the confidence of those working and investing in the 
!

professional fishing sector, WAFIC considers it vitally important that the 

incoming government respects multiple year commitments to industry 

for funding, access fees and third party certification. 
!
!

 
!

!

LiberaL Party 
!

Wa Labor 
!

NatioNaLs Wa 
!

GreeNs Wa 
!

The Liberal-led  Government 
has a strong track record 
in supporting the State’s 
commercial fishing 
sector across a range of 
projects including key 
projects such as the $11.4m 
Fisheye, $14.5m MSC, 
$1.8m Aquaculture Zones 
and a range of Industry 
Adjustment Schemes. 
A re-elected Liberal 
Government will continue 
to support multiple year 
funding commitments that 
support the development 
of the commercial fishing 
industry. 

!

Yes. This is essential for 
ongoing confidence for the 
industry. 

!

Yes. Certainty in this area  is 
vital for the sustainability 
of the sector  and to boost 
business confidence. 

!

No. While we support the 
call for more  certainty 
for commercial fishers we 
believe the current 
arrangements allow  for 
flexibility in adjusting 
management settings with 
in shorter time frames. 

T H E W EST ER N AUST R A L I A N STAT E EL ECT ION 
!

2013 

2 

!

!

3 

6  Do you support funding for 3
 

7 

8 

!
!

Accordingly WAFIC has  requested the positions of the 
Liberal, Labor, National and Greens Parties to a number 
of matters relevant to industry. 

!
!
!

In requesting these positions WAFIC has given an 
undertaking that responses will  be presented unedited. 

!
The  ParTies were asked To define Their PosiTions in The following areas: 

!
!

1 Do you support Multiple Year Commitments? 

!

2  Do you support a new Aquatic Resources Management Act? 

!
Do you support the retention of the existing industry 
representation structure for commercial fishing 
with WAFIC as peak industry body and sector bodies 
representing specific fisheries? 

!

4  Do you support the commitment to separate funding? 

!

5 Do you agree that Access Fees should not increase? 
!

rd 
!

direct costs? 
party certification 

!
Do you support the continuation of the implementation of 
Integrated Fisheries Management? 

!
With regard to the declaration of any  Future Marine Parks, 
do you support the following criteria? 

!
ff Any new Marine Reserves will be established on an objective basis 

grounded in scientific evidence. 
!

ff Government will engage in early consultation with WAFIC on any Future 
Marine Reserves to allow  stakeholders ample opportunity for input in the 
planning stage and opportunity for comment on draft plans. 

!

ff The CALM Act will be amended to provide for a future legislative set of 
consultative mechanisms. 

!
ff       The Marine Management Area provisions and Marine Park General Use 

zones not be used to frustrate the policy of fair compensation under the 
FRICMA Act. 
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The Building Community Support Committee 
on the back of the Sustainable Seafood promotion 
was encouraged to see the launch of the WA 
Marine Stewardship Council program with the first 
bioregional assessments underway. The committee 
has been provided updates on the MSC progress 
and will be seeking to have input into future public 
education programs.

The 2013 Western Australian Seafood Industry 
Awards opened by Minister Troy Buswell MLA, 
proudly showcased our leaders and innovators who 
have strived for success in our highly challenging 
and ever changing environment. The event, held at 
award winning Incontro Restaurant was attended 
by approximately 200 industry participants and 
stakeholders who all were able to enjoy a range 
of fresh, local and sustainably caught WA seafood, 
masterfully prepared by chef Peter Manifis and his 
staff on the night.

Building  
Community Support

 shucking oysters

 peter manifis, chef, incontro
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WAFIC would like to thank the seafood contributors 
who kindly donated a wide range of products for both 
display and cooking, thanks to Fremantle Octopus, 
Blue Lagoon Mussels, AustralFisheries, Larner’s 
Oysters, Cone Bay Barramundi, Shark Bay Wild, 
Fremantle Sardine Company, Southern Wild Abalone, 
WRLC, Westmore Seafoods, SouthernTrading Co, Blue 
Ridge Marron, Cambinata Yabbies, Blom Fishing, Phil 
DeGrauw and BellBuoy Seafoods.

Feedback received from attendees highlighted the 
importance of the event as an opportune time for 
industry across many sectors to network and hear 
first-hand the new Minister’s thoughts relating to 
issues set to test industry in the near future. WAFIC 
Chairman, Brad Adams was impressed at the scope 
and diversity of all of the 2013 Award nominees, 
pointing out that the night highlighted the seafood 
industry’s importance to WA in terms of employment, 
the wider economy and perhaps most significantly, 
our ability to deliver a world class, sustainable food 
industry. The night also could be seen as a snap shot 
of possible benefits to WA in potentially hosting 
the 2015 Seafood Directions Conference with this 
opportunity under examination at present.

Another initiative the BCS committee aided was a 
booth at the 2013 World Maritime Day in Fremantle.  
Thanks must go to the representatives from Austral, 
Focus Fisheries and Sealanes for their coordination of 
the booth. The event was attended by approximately 
20,000 people, which provided a great avenue for 
stakeholder engagement and providing positive 
messaging to the community on the benefits and 
sustainability of WA’s seafood industry.

The BCS committee are now seeking to form an 
Event Calendar, whereby the benefits of the seafood 
industry can be promoted to communities across 
Western Australia.  In due course, applications will be 
sought from industry, to obtain access to limited WAFIC 
funding, for events that will help to deliver an increased 
social licence to operate through the promotion of WA’s 
sustainability by local industry participants.
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Marine Stewardship 
Council

MSC STANDARD CHOSEN AS THE BENCHMARK FOR 
THE STATE’S COMMERCIAL FISHERIES
On 18 September 2012 at a function attended by 
chefs, fishers, retailers, conservation organizations 
and Government held at the Swan Brewery, Fisheries 
Minister Norman Moore announced that Marine 
Stewardship Council certification standard had 
been chosen by the Government as the means to 
demonstrate that WA commercial fisheries are 
managed in accordance with the independent global 
gold standard for ecologically sustainable fisheries.

MSC Chief Executive Rupert Howes applauded the 
WA Government’s strong commitment to ensuring the 
sustainability of the fishing industry and the health of 
its oceans. He was delighted that the government had 
chosen the MSC certification and eco-labeling program 
to verify the sustainability of its fisheries. 

WWF-Australia CEO Dermot O’Gorman welcomed 
the news and said that MSC certification is the most 
robust, transparent and ecologically sustainable 
system, respected by consumers in Australia and 
around the world. He said that this would add a 
new level of credibility to the fishing industry and 
shows that the Barnett Government is serious about 
making WA’s fisheries leaders in sustainability. 
WWF-Australia is advising Coles supermarkets on 
seafood procurement.

The Sustainable Seafood Partnership (SSP) 
Technical Director Duncan Leadbitter welcomed the 
announcement and applauded the commitment of 
Western Australia to achieving high standards in 
sustainable fisheries. He said that this investment 
would further enhance the reputation of the region 
for leadership and excellence in marine management 
while building stronger links between the fishing 
industry and the community. The SSP is advising 
Woolworths supermarkets on seafood procurement.

 former minister for fisheries, norman moore.
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The Conservation Council of Western Australia 
also welcomed the decision but called for greater 
transparency in the certification process.

WAFIC Chairman Brad Adams in welcoming the 
announcement said that the Western Australian 
fishing industry recognizes the need for independent 
sustainability validation of our fisheries 
management regimes to meet increasing demands 
from the Western Australian community and 
seafood consumers. The MSC certification standard is 
recognized as providing the world’s highest measure 
of fisheries environmental performance and that is 
why WAFIC fully supports the Minister’s choice of 
the MSC as the means to provide credible assurance 
to the community.

“WAFIC looks forward to working with the MSC, 
Department of Fisheries and the supply chain from 
fishers through to retailers and chefs, on the roll out of 
this significant and important initiative” Mr. Adams said.

 Brad adams, norman moore, rupert howes

  andrew rowland, damien Bell, joanne mccrae, 
 neil mcskimming.

MSC Chief Executive Rupert Howes applauded the WA 
Government’s strong commitment to ensuring the sustainability of 
the fishing industry and the health of its oceans.He was delighted 
that the government had chosen the MSC certification and eco-
labeling program to verify the sustainability of its fisheries.  
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MARINE STEWARDSHIP 
COUNCIL SUSTAINABLE 
SEAFOOD DAY

Clancy’s Fish Pub-Fremantle
On 15 March 2015 at the annual MSC Sustainable 
Seafood Day- 2 major initiatives were launched:  The 
Gascoyne region fisheries were announced as the 
first that will undergo pre-assessment against the 
MSC standard for sustainable fisheries and Clancy’s 
Fish Pubs were announced as the first restaurants in 
Perth to gain MSC chain of custody certification to 
serve MSC certified seafood.

Various stakeholders and industry members enjoyed 
MSC western rock lobster rolls (courtesy of the 
Geraldton Fishermen’s Cooperative), barbequed MSC 
Patagonian toothfish (courtesy of Austral Fisheries) 
and barbequed MSC tiger prawns (courtesy of 
Austfish) at Clancy’s Fish Pub in Fremantle.

This function kicked off the WA Government’s plans 
to inject $14.5 million into ensuring that the State’s 
commercial fisheries measure up to the internationally 
recognized sustainability standard set by the MSC.

In launching the initiative Department of Fisheries 
Director General Stuart Smith said “Commercial 
fishers along the Gascoyne coast harvest prawns, 
scallops, pink snapper, goldband snapper, mullet and 
whiting as well as blue swimmer and deep sea crabs 
and the fisheries will now undergo the important 
step of pre-assessment against the MSC standard.”

“The western rock lobster fishery has benefitted 
from independent certification by the MSC for more 
than a decade and with increasing demand from 
export markets and local consumers for seafood to 
be harvested sustainably, its time to ensure many 
other fisheries are similarly recognized,” he said.
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ROLL OUT OF MSC 
INITIATIVE

Who’s doing what?
The Certification Advisory Panel, whose membership 
consists of the Department of Fisheries, WAFIC, 
Recfishwest and MSC, will manage the Government’s 
MSC program.  This group has oversight of the roll out 
of the program and delegates’ activities as required.

For the purposes of pre-assessment, the Department 
will prepare separate reports for each of the primary 
species/stocks (MSC Principle 1) targeted in each 
bioregion. Additional reports will also be developed 
to cover MSC requirements around assessing the 
impacts of each of the fisheries in a bioregion on the 
broader environment (MSC Principle 2) and another 
separate document that covers their management/
governance systems (MSC Principle 3).

How will pre-assessments be conducted?
It is intended to contract a range of companies 
certified to undertake MSC assessments. These 
companies will provide international experts who 
have proven competency in evaluating fisheries 
against the MSC framework.

A separate contract will be let for the pre-assessment 
for each of the four bioregions (Gascoyne, North 
Coast, West Coast and South Coast). 

The Department will provide assessors with an 
analysis of each fishery or group of related fisheries/
species in the bioregion.

Fisheries that cross bioregional boundaries will 
be considered within the bioregion where most 
of the catch comes from, but potential ecosystem 
impacts will be considered with any bioregion 
where catch is taken from.

The Department will support assessors with further 
information as required.

Assessors will complete a ‘desktop’ pre-assessment 
report for the Department and the commercial fishers 
in the fishery under assessment.  They may also gather 
information from the fishing industry as required.

When will pre-assessments be conducted?

Pre-assessments for the Gascoyne and North Coast 
Bioregions are expected to be completed in 2013, 
with the first, the Gascoyne, starting in March. The 
West Coast and South Coast bioregions are due to be 
completed in 2014.

When will full assessments be conducted?
At this stage full assessments are planned to be 
undertaken in 2014. The details on this phase of the 
program are still being worked out. 

   patrick coleo, michael ricci, Brett hogan, 
Brad adams, ian riccardi.
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“ the state GOVernment has COmmitted $14.5milliOn aCrOss the next 
fOur years On a prOGramme tO seeK third party sustainaBility 

CertifiCatiOn fOr wa’s COmmerCial fisheries” 
(MINISTER FOR FISHERIES, 16 MARCH 2012)

1. To provide public confidence that WA’s 
commercial fisheries deliver sustainable 
seafood;

2. To meet the retail trend to only serve fish 
from fisheries either independently assessed 
as sustainable or in a fishery improvement 
program; and

3. To assess WA’s commercial fisheries against a 
credible, third party, science-based standard.

Objectives:

Objective 1 
Public Confidence and Extension

• Community engagement 
• Industry engagement

Wafic Board

stakeholder council 
Chair - WAFIC

project leader 
(guy leyland)

director general 
dof

certification sub-committe 
chair - Wafic 

(WAFIC, MSC, WWF, DoF)

certification advisory panel 
chair - dof 

(DoF ,WAFIC,Recfishwest, MSC)

Objective 2 
Emerging Markets and Extension

• Chain of Custody 
• Post-harvest engagement 
• Fishery improvement

Objective 3 
Fishery Assessments and 

Extensions

• Pre assessments 
• Full assessments 
• Audits 
• Fishery improvement

“We are seeking to confirm for West Australians and the world that WA fisheries are sustainable and the MSC 
scheme is the most widely recognizable and credible third party certification program currently available,” 

(Minister of Fisheries, 18 Spetember 2012)
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Given the fishing industries high level of 
involvement in the MSC WAFIC has maintained 
involvement in several institutions that have 
influence on the future direction of MSC’s standards 
and its certification program.

These institutions are: 

ASSOCIATION OF SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES (ASF)
The ASF is an unincorporated association of about 25 
MSC certified fisheries from around the globe. WAFIC 
was a foundation member of the Association. The ASF 
members work together to make the MSC program 
more practical, affordable and consistent for client 
fisheries and to participate in forums to provide 
technical and policy advice. The Association is chaired 
by Christina Burridge, from the British Columbia 
Seafood Alliance who presides over an 8 member 
executive committee. 

The Association meets annually and employs a part 
time consultant expert on MSC policy, technical 
matters and policy development. The MSC Board 
recognizes the ASF as an important source of advice 
on MSC related matters, particularly from a catching 
sector perspective.

MSC STAKEHOLDER COUNCIL (STC)
The StC was created by the MSC Board to provide 
the MSC with advice, views, guidance and 
recommendations from a variety of informed 
perspectives about the operations of the MSC 
in pursuit of its mission. It is made up of two 
chambers each with up to 20 members. These are: 
the commercial chamber is made up of interests 
from the catch, processing, supply, retail, food 
service sectors and other relevant commercial 
interests; and the public interest chamber is 
made up of interests from academia, science, 
management, the marine conservation community 
and other relevant public interests. 

The StC meets annually. Guy Leyland has been a 
member for about 6 years. 

MSC Organisation  
WAFIC’S Involvement
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the eVOlutiOn Of wafiC rd&e 
WAFIC has been involved in RD&E since November 
1993. It has managed the business of the Fisheries 
Research & Development Corporation (FRDC) 
since that time and formally established an R&D 
Programme in July 1994: the program has run 
uninterrupted for nineteen years.

From 1996 to 2007 WAFIC managed an Industry 
Development Unit (IDU) on behalf of successive 
WA Ministers of Fisheries, which was an efficient 
and successful catalytic fund that encouraged 
direct industry investment in R&D and levering 
external funds for industry-initiated projects.  The 
IDU invested $2.5 million over thirteen years in 
projects in which industry itself contributed more 
than $8.3million and external agencies provided a 
further $6.7million, the FRDC was also a major co-
funder of IDU projects.

The IDU was wound up when the funding 
arrangements changed and its source of funds 
(the former Development and Better Interest 
Fund (DBIF)) so that the full 0.25% of Gross Value 
of Production (GVP) raised by industry was 
transferred directly to the FRDC.

WAFIC invested in the Seafood Cooperative 
Research Centre (CRC), through the FRDC, when the 
IDU drew to a close as a natural successor to the 
IDU and, with the end of the CRC in sight, WAFIC 
with industry, has the opportunity to invest directly 
with the FRDC through an MOU and through the 
Curtin University Centre of Excellence Science 
Seafood and Health (CESSH) to meet the objectives 
of the WAFIC 2020 Strategy (below).  

wafiC 2020 strateGy
The whole programme of RD&E is directed towards 
industry achieving the targets set in the WAFIC 
2020 Strategy.  All projects are set against their 
ability to deliver results that will help industry 
achieve these targets.

1 platfOrm 1.  
 imprOVinG puBliC 
 COnfidenCe in the wa seafOOd 

 industry

ff all Wa fisheries will have, or be capable of 
having, third party ecological certification

ff the demand for domestically produced 
seafood in Wa is trebled 

2 platfOrm 2.  
 prOduCtiOn tarGet 

ff supply of wild harvest production is 
exploited at the maximum economic yield 

ff real gVp will have increased by 20% 
(independent of exchange rate and inflation)

ff supply of aquaculture product will increase 

ff aquaculture production will have increased 
to 50,000mt worth $500 million. 

deVelOpinG fisheries
ff 10 new fisheries will have been developed 

ff all other fisheries will be under full 
management 

3  platfOrm 3. 
  Value tarGet 

prOfitaBle & internatiOnally COmpetitiVe
ff When surveyed, 90% of industry businesses 

say that they are profitable

ff 50 new seafood products and 10 new 
markets will have been developed

Research, Development 
and Extension
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4 platfOrm 4.  
 eduCatiOn and traininG 

Professional industry – best practice for WA fisheries

By 2020 80% of fishermen will have a voluntary 
WAFIC professional fisherman’s certificate (PFC)

marine stewardship COunCil (msC) 
CertifiCatiOn.

extensiOn Of msC CertifiCatiOn Of  
western australian fisheries

If the benefits of the State Government’s investment 
in MSC is to be fully realised for the State and the 
industry, there must be investment in community 
and industry engagement, and engagement with 
the post-harvest sector through to the retail and 
food service. Without such engagement the benefits 
of certification will not be fully captured. This 
will require research and testing of cost effective 
mechanisms to effectively engage. 

The WAFIC developed project ‘Extension of MSC 
Certification of Western Australian Fisheries’ will; 

ff develop and assess communication 
strategies on how best to obtain commercial 
fishers support for implementation of third 
party certification in their fisheries, with the 
focus being on marine stewardship council 
(msc) certification

ff assess options for promoting msc to obtain 
public confidence in the management of Wa 
fisheries

ff assess different evaluation methodologies 
for third party certification that are cost 
effective and improve the delivery of the 
program for both fishers and the community

ff trial a range of different chain of custody 
methodologies for fisheries with different 
supply chain characteristics and logistics 
and;

ff Work with stakeholders (retail, fisheries 
management and environmental agencies) 
to establish where possible equivalence for 
the third party certification framework that 
is being developed for Wa fisheries. this 
project has been supported by industry and 
the frdc with an investment of $864,000 
over four years and will commence in 
financial year 2013-14.

 seafood industry marketing function at the asian seafood expo
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Centre Of exCellenCe sCienCe seafOOd & health 
(Cessh) – pOst harVest researCh prOGram.
With Platform 1 of the WAFIC 2020 Strategy being met 
by the State commitment to MSC certification, WAFIC 
took the conscious decision to support the CESSH 
through this project to help deliver Platforms 2, 3 and 
4. The industry has invested heavily in the CESSH 
particularly via the Seafood Cooperative Research 
Centre (CRC) and is confident that the Centre can 
deliver the outcomes for industry that will improve 
both GVP and industry profitability via new products, 
improved efficiency and improved marketing of 
seafood produced in Western Australia.

The program will build on the significant work 
already conducted by CESSH on behalf of all sectors 
of the seafood industry. It is intended that CESSH 
will be established as the point of contact for 
seafood post harvest research and seafood health 
benefits communication.

In collaboration with industry, CESSH, FRDC, the 
Seafood CRC and WAFIC, a Program Plan of Work for 
2013 to 2016 has been developed. Six Sub Programs 
within the overall CESSH WA Program will deliver a 
cohesive body of work investigating;  

ff Waste minimisation & management

ff retailer 2020

ff food policy research 

ff research advisory services

ff education, communication and extension

ff collaborative manufacturing initiative 

Although the projects are being conducted in WA, 
the findings could have implications for the entire 
Australian seafood industry. The project has been 
supported by industry, Curtin University, the FRDC 
and the CRC with a budget ove $1.4million over three 
years and will commence in July 2013.

Research, Development 
and Extension
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deVelOpinG fisheries in wa

To address Platform 2 of the WAFIC 2020 Strategy, 
WAFIC and the Department of Fisheries WA have 
collaborated on a project titled:

An integrated approach to development of small scale 
localised fisheries in Western Australia.

Declines in the gross value of production (GVP) 
from commercial fishers in Western Australia and 
increased interest from the commercial sector in 
diversifying activities to adapt to seasonal variability 
in supply and demand has prompted the Western 
Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) to set the 
goal of introducing ten new fisheries by 2020. 

However, poor public perception of commercial 
fishing, low probability of establishing fisheries 
of considerable scale, and lack of efficient policy  
strategies hinders such development. To enhance 
the future of the industry, there is a very strong need 
to readdress approaches to fisheries development, 
promote innovation and strengthen community ties.

 

The project adds impetus to securing a future 
industry by initiating a research driven co-
management approach to fishery development 
and diversification. By identifying small-scale 
prospective fisheries, compiling relevant biological, 
environmental and socioeconomic information, then 
using these test-case fisheries, to create a pilot scale 
model for the development of small-scale fisheries in 
Western Australia. 

The outcome will be a transparent and functional 
model for creating self-sustaining small and medium-
scale fisheries in Western Australia. Presently the 
track record for creating these types of fisheries is 
poor due to lack of clear system that facilitates this 
development in a reasonable time period at minimal 
cost. A trial project, with the Department of Fisheries 
and supported by an industry/FRDC investment of 
$75,000, will commence in September 2013.

Research, Development 
and Extension

   frdc Bursary recipients eliza ferguson (South Australia) and sam colvin (Austral Fisheries WA)  
at the asian seafood expo information desk.
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simplifyinG manaGement arranGements

minimum effeCtiVe reGulatiOn

The concept of Minimum Effective Regulation 
(MER) was devised to develop a tool to respond to 
and accommodate the dynamic nature of fisheries 
management.  As ecological, economic, societal and 
industry imperatives evolve, it is evident that the 
rules that govern a fishery often become a burden to 
the management of and operation within that fishery.

A project to test the effectiveness of introducing MER, 
with support from industry, the FRDC and the CRC has 
been developed to identify inefficiencies of both the 
management and operation within the fishery, with 
a view to streamline fisheries management making 
it more efficient and adaptive.  The project scope and 
assessment criteria are all encompassing, considering 
not just options to streamline the management plan, 
but to identify economic and social imperatives as 
they relate to each fishery.  

The project is progressing well and by the end of 
September 2013 seven fisheries will have been 
assessed through individual Risk Assessment 
Workshops (RAW’s). The Department of Fisheries 
WA has confirmed its support in adopting the 
MER concept to inform the future development of 
Aquatic Resource Use Plans and Aquatic Resource 
Management Plans. 

Other funCtiOns Of the wafiC rd&e prOGramme

WAFIC RD&E continues to liaise with industry and 
government at various levels, making submissions to 
Commonwealth, State and other reviews on behalf 
of industry. It also extends results of R&D to industry, 
particularly through annual management meetings. 

It organizes and engages in export market 
development projects, including the construction 
and delivery of Australian Seafood pavilions at 
Seafood Expo Global (in Brussels) and Seafood 
Expo Asia (in Hong Kong) annually. These are well 
attended by the WA industry and self-supporting 
with assistance from AUSTRADE.

  john cordin (Austral Fisheries) at Wafic pavilion at the european seafood expo.
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Oil & Gas

Expansion of the petroleum industry in WA, 
particularly into the north-west, has raised a number 
of concerns across the commercial fishing industry. 
WAFIC received concerns ranging from shipping 
laws and communication protocols to methods for 
consultation/engagement of potentially affected 
parties and increased recognition of the potential 
environmental and economical impacts of Marine 
Seismic Surveys.

WAFIC has been very active in this field with efforts to 
have greater consideration of the impacts of the oil and 
gas exploration on the fishing industry by working on 
the development of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between the WA Fisheries Department and 
WAFIC that provides for a cooperative, co-ordinated 
approach to dealing with the potential implications 
of oil and gas activities, including consistency in the 
message sent to the proponents from both WAFIC and 
the Department (where appropriate).

WAFIC also assisted the Fisheries Department 
in development of a “Guidance statement on 
undertaking seismic surveys in Western Australian 
waters” for the petroleum industry to address 
identified risks and suggested mitigation options, 
which is available from the Fisheries website.

The Australian Petroleum Production and 
Exploration Association (APPEA) is the peak body 
for the petroleum industry in Australia. WAFIC 
has reinitiated engagement with APPEA to seek a 
more cooperative and coordinated approach from 
the petroleum industry in its notifications and 
consultation processes with the fishing industry. 
Initial discussions on developing a working 
relationship has lead to work on drafting a MOU. In 
future, we hope to work with APPEA towards working 
arrangements on other issues, such as recreational 
fishing from commercial vessels, general information 
availability regarding both industries and a FAQs 
booklet. Building this network between the industries 
should pave the way for future collaboration to raise 
industry profile and address outstanding concerns.

During the year, WAFIC provided a detailed 
submission to the Commonwealth Department 
of Resources, Energy and Tourism (DRET) on their 
review of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 
Storage (Environment) Regulation 2009 (OPGGS(E)) 
that governs consultation with the fishing industry. 
With follow up engagements this process is currently 
expected to result in a public consultation of the 
amended regulation around February 2014.

WAFIC’s discussion with the National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management 
Authority (NOPSEMA), APPEA and DRET early in 
2013, along with their own concern for streamlining 
their consultation processes is starting to bear fruit 
with centralisation of information on the NOPSEMA 
web site, some processes and documents slowly 
becoming more open and transparent, however how 
transparent the process becomes will depend on the 
review of the OPGGS(E) regulations.

WAFIC has also been involved in supporting 
development of a national approach to improving 
communication between Australia’s commercial 
fishing industry and the petroleum industry.  WAFIC 
has also had on going engagement with larger 
WA-based projects such as the Chevron Wheatstone 
Project and the James Price Point project through 
the “Browse Marine Users Working Group”.  Where 
resources allow, WAFIC is also involved with 
individual oil and gas activities where they affect 
minor fisheries such as the Murphy Australia Seismic 
surveys off the Coast from Leeman north to Geraldton.
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Chevron Compensation 
Process

As a result of negotiations between WAFIC and the 
resource company Chevron Australia,  agreement 
was reached to set up a mechanism for compensating 
commercial fishers potentially affected by the new 
Wheatstone Project.

Chevron’s Wheatstone Project in the Pilbara will 
produce liquefied natural gas and domestic gas 
from offshore areas near Onslow. In establishing the 
project Chevron recognized that the development 
had the potential to impact on commercial fisheries 
in the area.

It was agreed that a process similar to that used by 
the Fisheries Adjustment Scheme Act, on a “without 
prejudice”  basis, would enable potentially affected 
fishers claims to be assessed and negotiations occur 
over possible compensation payments.

Assessments were carried out by an independent 
committee that provided advice to Chevron, with 
any agreement to pay compensation ultimately 
becoming a direct arrangement between the 
company and fishers.

WAFIC understands that most claims for 
compensation have been settled.

BarrOw island

GOrGOn

iO/Jansz

Varanus island

nOrth west shelf

wheatstOne



28 Western Australian Fishing Industry Council   AnnuAl RepoRt 2012–2013

prOfessiOnal fishers CertifiCate (pfC)

Early in 2012, The WAFIC Board endorsed 
the WAFIC 2020 Strategy. Under Platform 4, 
Education and Training, it states that by 2020, 
skippers and/or deckhands will have the option 
of having a voluntary Professional Fishermen’s 
Certificate (PFC). This is an initiative that aims to 
portray the industry as professional, and to foster 
best practice for WA fisheries.

If a new certificate is to be introduced it must 
be one that industry wants – so WAFIC put the 
questions to you. In a project funded by WAFIC, 
Steve Hall sent a questionnaire to over  
seventy people in the industry and these  
are their responses:

When asked “Do you agree, in principle, with (the Professional 

Fisherman’s Certificate) strategy?” 
94% of respondents said YES

When asked “If you were a skipper or a deckhand who already had 
significant experience in the commercial fishing industry, would 
you take up the option of gaining a PFC, if it was available by 
recognition of prior learning and experience?”  

91% of respondents said YES

When asked, “… do you believe that it is necessary to have sea time 

to be recognised as a professional fisherman?” 
90% of respondents said YES  
(65% suggesting 1-3 years)

Safety, Education & 
Training

OVerView
Due to limited resources, activities of WAFIC’s Safety, 
Education and Training (SET) sub-committee is 
focused on funded projects or research based funding. 
A new chair, secretary and members appointed 
early 2013. At that time, the terms of reference were 
adjusted to allow for funding resources available.  
Activities undertaken in 2013 by SET included:

ff Getting the draft Codes of Practice for 
the WA Fishing Industry finalised ;

ff Development of the Professional Fishers 
Certificate (PFC) is progressing well;

ff The Virtual Aids to Navigation (VAtoN) 
project is developing well and will be 
running in the early new financial year;

ff Keeping informed of the new single 
jurisdiction national legislation for 
marine safety.

Due to limited resources, activities of WAFIC’s Safety, 
Education and Training (SET) sub-committee is 
focused on funded projects or research based funding. 
A new chair, secretary and members appointed 
early 2013. At that time, the terms of reference were 
adjusted to allow for funding resources available.  
Activities undertaken in 2013 by SET included:

ff Getting the draft Codes of Practice for 
the WA Fishing Industry finalised ;

ff Development of the Professional Fishers 
Certificate (PFC) is progressing well;

ff The Virtual Aids to Navigation (VAtoN) 
project is developing well and will be 
running in the early new financial year;

ff Keeping informed of the new single 
jurisdiction national legislation for 
marine safety.
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prOfessiOnal fishers CertifiCate (pfC)

When asked, “Would you want the PFC to be nationally recognised 
and therefore have credit towards other types of national 
qualifications, such as masters and/or engineering, aquaculture, 

maritime certificates? 
94% of respondents said YES

There were differences of opinion on what exactly was needed and 
how the PFC would best be delivered, so WAFIC will be repeating 
the survey, with a very large sample of people face-to-face over the 
coming months. When we know exactly what industry does want 
WAFIC will look at rolling out the new qualification. It is timely 
as provisions of the new Aquatic Resources Management Act put 
greater responsibility on the shoulders of skippers and deckhands. 
Having this kind of qualification will make the industry more 
professional and should give its members better employment 
prospects. 
 
If you wish to be part of the second survey –  
let us know.

Virtual aids tO naViGatiOn (VatOn) 
The Department of Transport’s (DoTs), Marine Safety 
division, in conjunction with the Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority (AMSA), the Western Australian 
Fishing Industry Council and the Western Rock Lobster 
Council have implemented a trial in the Guilderton 
region using Virtual Aids to Navigation (VAtoN).

The purpose of this trial is to mitigate interactions 
between transiting vessels and fishing equipment 
on the coast in the Guilderton/Geraldton region. The 
trial became operational on 6 August 2013 and will be 
monitored by DoT.

VAtoN do not exist physically, but will show clearly 
on Automatic Identification System (AIS) equipped 
vessels. The VAtoN will initially be situated at the 
coordinates identified by fishers, which in turn alerts 
shipping that there is fishing gear deployed within 
these markers. As equipment is moved out towards 
the continental shelf, the area delineated with the 
coordinates of the VatoN will also change to allow 
timely advice to passing shipping.
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sinGle natiOnal JurisdiCtiOn fOr  
marine safety
The National Marine Safety reforms formally 
commenced on 1st July 2013 with AMSA now the 
single marine safety managing authority across the 
country. State transport agencies are now acting as 
agents for AMSA in delivering the services under a 
single national legislative base.

All Transport Ministers had agreed to establish 
a single national approach to marine safety 
which, amongst other things, would deliver less 
administrative red tape, less cost to industry and 
improved safety overall.

AMSA and the WA Department of Transport should 
be acknowledged and congratulated on their progress 
to date in achieving a complex and difficult roll out of 
the national harmonised system. Under the national 
system, a vessel can now be taken anywhere around 
Australia and the same rules apply to it’s survey and 
regulations. Also, a skipper can now take their ticket 
and use it anywhere around the country without 
having to sit additional testing.

As you would expect, given the complexity of the 
national system it will take some time to evolve.  
Given this, WAFIC is pursuing with DoT clarity on 
certain aspects, including:  

ff the time it will take to get the data to 
build records for each vessel in order to 
approve reduced survey requirements in 
future years;

ff what will be the mechanism for those 
operators with good safety records and 
survey records, who implement a Safety 
Management System, to obtain extensions 
to survey periods of up to 5 years, and;

ff what cost benefits can the new system 
deliver to the fishing industry;

ff how can the cost structure be modified 
while the system is still evolving, so that 
additional costs, if any, are not borne until 
the promised benefits, such as extended 
survey periods, are applied in practice.

Safety, Education & 
Training

Under the national system, 
a vessel can now be taken 
anywhere around Australia 
and the same rules apply to it’s 
survey and regulations. 
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Securing Access, 
Sustaining the Resource 

MARINE PLANNING – STATE

Great Kimberley Marine Park
In early 2013, the State Government announced that 
it would establish a new marine park to encompass 
the Kimberley’s Horizontal Falls. Further, that the 
proposed North Kimberley Marine Park would be 
expanded to encompass the waters between Cape 
Londonderry to the WA/NT border. WAFIC has spent 
considerable time working with Kimberley fishermen 
to provide advice to the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife (DPaW) on important fishing areas across 
this region with a view to minimising the impact of 
the marine park on these fisheries once the zoning 
is finalised. It is anticipated that an indicative 
management plan for this marine park will be 
released in late 2014.

Pilbara and Eighty Mile Beach Marine Park and 
Ngari Marine Park
While these marine parks have been gazetted, 
there has been no action taken by WAFIC over the 
past 12 months as DPaW are yet to release the final 
management plans.

Integrated Fisheries Management
In late 2012, the previous Minister, Norman Moore, 
determined to allocate 64% of the West Coast bioregion’s 
demersal scalefish resource to the commercial sector 
under the Integrated Fisheries Management (IFM) 
process. WAFIC is pleased with this result.

Following consultation with industry, WAFIC also 
provided advice on future priorities for the IFM 
process, including the lower west coast crab resource, 
salmon, Gascoyne demersal scalefish (including 
mackerel) and Pilbara demersal scalefish. WAFIC 
understands that the IFM process is well underway for 
Peel Harvey and Cockburn Sound crab fisheries.

FishPlan
In early 2013, the Department of Fisheries sought 
WAFIC’s comments on their draft “Fishplan” report, 
which sets out their research and management 
priorities for all WA fisheries until 2015/16. WAFIC 
sought industry’s comments on this report and these 
have been provided to the Department. 

Cancellation of Managed Fishing Licences (MFL)
In 2011/12, several commercial fishermen had their 
Managed Fishing Licences (MFL’s) cancelled under 
Section 139 of the Fish Resources Management Act 
(FRMA 1994), as the renewal fee was not paid within 
60 days from the expiry date. There is currently 
no provision under the current Act to re-instate a 
cancelled MFL. During the past year WAFIC provided 
advice on the Department’s policy, which allows for 
the relevant management plan to be amended so a 
cancelled MFL can be replaced, where there has been 
support from industry. WAFIC understands that all of 
the cancelled MFL’s have since been replaced with new 
MFL’s, which is a pleasing result. 

Aquaculture Zones
Throughout the past year the Department has 
progressed the establishment of two aquaculture 
zones in the Kimberley and Midwest regions. In both 
cases, WAFIC has sought industry input into the sites 
proposed in both regions. With regard to the Midwest 
Aquaculture Zone, getting industry agreement on 
the proposed sites, initially at Port Gregory and the 
Abrolhos Islands, has been difficult due to the level 
of commercial fishing already occurring in these 
areas. More recently, the Department has narrowed 
down the study areas to the Abrolhos Islands and it 
is anticipated that further consultation with industry 
regarding these sites will continue.
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Fisheries Specific Representations

Throughout the year, WAFIC has assisted a number of 
fisheries on a range of specific issues including:

ff Participating on the Australian Sea Lion 
Working Group for the WA Demersal 
Gillnet and Longline Fisheries;

ff Providing advice on the Department’s final 
draft Abalone Aquaculture Policy;

ff Providing support for trolling in the South 
Coast Salmon Fishery;

ff Providing advice on the use of trigger traps 
in the recreational octopus fishery;

ff Providing secretariat support for the West 
Coast Demersal Scalefish Association;

ff Seeking an extension to the Cockburn 
Sound Crab Fishery season; 

ff Providing advice on issues relating to the 
landing of fish caught on the south coast 
in the west coast bioregion; and

ff Coordinating a meeting between 
southwest crab fisheries and the 
Integrated Fisheries Allocation Advisory 
Committee.

Please see Appendices for 2012/13 for a full list of 
submissions and representations.

Securing Access, 
Sustaining the Resource 
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Fisheye Initiative

Last year WAFIC reported a major new three-year 
initiative entitled ‘Fish Eye’ commenced at the 
Western Australian Department of Fisheries with 
industry participation. The initiative is designed to 
develop and implement a fully integrated electronic 
fisheries management information system with 
‘online’ services for industry to be able to do all of their 
required Departmental transactions electronically.

As reported in ‘Fish Eye Updates’ to commercial 
fishers during 2012-13, most of the effort to date has 
been focused on development of the fully functioning 
integrated systems infrastructure required to support 
this new initiative. This has taken longer to bed down 
than initially anticipated, delaying the release of the 
first wave of ‘on-line’ services for the Western Rock 
Lobster (WRL) fishery that was initially scheduled 
for mid-January 2013 and, consequently, the ‘roll out’ 
scheduled for other fisheries.

The new Licensing and Entitlement system was 
released for internal Departmental use and fine 
tuning during the later part on 2012-13 before data 
migration from the existing licensing system. 

Development of the electronic catch and effort system 
with ‘online’ services along with an ‘Apple’ compatible 
mobile application for trip and catch reporting for 
the WRL fishery were well advanced by the end of the 
reporting period. User testing by WRL fishers of these 
online services and mobile application is scheduled to 
occur early in the new financial year.

The 2013-14 period should see the progressive 
deployment of the online ‘Fish Eye’ services by 
fisheries. This is now unlikely to be completed by the 
previously planned date of December 2013 given the 
infrastructure development delays and deployment 
for a number of fisheries may carry over into 2014. 
The revised ‘roll-out’ schedule should become clearer 
early in 2013-14. 

Every endeavour is being made by the ‘Fish Eye’ 
project team to try to achieve a state of readiness that 
will allow adequate time for fisher training before 
deployment dates for individual fisheries that as best 
as possible coincide with the license renewal dates 
during the coming year.

The [Fish Eye] initiative 
is designed to develop 
and implement a fully 
integrated electronic fisheries 
management information 
system with ‘online’ services... 
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 on 31 december Wafic ceased its native title program.

Native Title

As advised in last year’s AGM, due to changes 
to the Commonwealth Government’s native title 
Respondent Funding Scheme, WAFIC’s native title 
program was no longer funded beyond 31 December 
2012. This decision curtailed ongoing legal support.

As assured funding ceased WAFIC determined that it 
had no other credible option other than to withdraw 
as a respondent to native title claims and to wind up 
its native title program.

WAFIC instructed its lawyers, Hunt & Humphry, to 
generally assist in winding up its native title program 
and facilitate withdrawal from all matters in which 
WAFIC is a respondent or is acting as an agent on 
behalf of WAFIC stakeholders.

WAFIC provided legal advice from Hunt & Humphry 
in relation to options available to stakeholders 
who were not participating in native title claims 
in the context of WAFIC being unable to continue 
to participate in native title matters on behalf of 
the commercial fishing, pearling and aquaculture 
industries as a whole.

In addition WAFIC wrote to all stakeholders who had 
nominated WAFIC as their agent in native title claims 
advising that WAFIC would cease acting in native 
title matters.  Hunt & Humphry provided advice as to 
the options available to these stakeholders including 
offering assistance through Hunt & Humphry to 
withdraw from native title proceedings.

On 31 December WAFIC ceased its native title program.



35Western Australian Fishing Industry Council   AnnuAl RepoRt 2012–2013

Appendices 
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wafiC COmmittees

appendix 2

COmmittee name pOsitiOn

resOurCe  
aCCess  
COmmittee

george Kailis Chair

felicity horn Secretariat

clayton nelson

doug gibson

Kym coffey

guy leyland

Bruce cockman

mark tucek

BuildinG  
COmmunity  
suppOrt

damien Bell Chair

guy leyland Secretariat

Brad adams

james paratore

Kym coffey

arno Verboon

safety eduCatiOn 
and traininG 
COmmittee

john harrison Chair

chad lunow Secretariat

mark tucek

Brett mccallum

steve hood

damien Bell

ian taylor

tina thorne

maggie Brennan

david harrod

andy Walker

james paratore

rod o’halloran

COmmittee name pOsitiOn

finanCe & audit john hutton Chair

grace Zhou Secretariat

mark tucek  

arno Verboon

clayton nelson

richard stevens  

researCh, 
deVelOpment 
& extensiOn 
COmmittee

Brad adams Chair

richard stevens Secretariat

neil macguffie

james paratore

damien Bell

neil loneragan

greg jenkins

stephen hood
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2012-2013 suBmissiOns & representatiOns 

appendix 3

date suBmissiOn/representatiOn tO

2 july 2012 Wheatstone Project: Onslow Managed Fishery Authorised 
Holders – Proposed Compensation Process

Department of Fisheries

6 july 2012 Future of northern Shark Fisheries Department of Fisheries

25 july 2012 City of Albany re licences and leases at Cheynes Beach Department of Fisheries

2 august 2012 South West Coast Salmon Fishery Access to geographe Bay Minister for Fisheries

18 sept 2012 Demersal gillnet Fishery access to Metropolitan Waters Minister for Fisheries

3 october 2012 Response to Rock lobster Fishery take of finfish bycatch Minister for FIsheries

4 october 2012 Industry Consultation on the Proposed Aquatic Resources 
Management Act

Minister for Fisheries

10 october 2012 Integrated Fisheries Management (IFM) Priorities Department of Fisheries

11 october 2012 Response to the Department’s policy on cancelled MFl’S Department of Fisheries

17 october 2012 Proposal to troll in the South Coast Salmon Fishery Department of Fisheries

19 october 2012 Consultation on Abalone Aquaculture Policy Department of Fisheries

26 october 2012 Support for West Coast Deep Sea Crustacean Management Plan Department of FIsheries

6 november 2012 Export Marketing Development grants – Approved Bodies Minister for Trade and Competitiveness

 4 december 2012 Marine Parks and Reserve Authority – Periodic Audit of 
ningaloo marine Park Management Plan

Marine Parks and Reserves Authority

7 december 2012 Response to Rock lobster Fishery take of finfish bycatch Department of Fisheries

19 december 2012 Decision on West Coast Demersal Scalefish Allocation Minister for Fisheries

16 january 2013 national Crew Certificates: Proposed Requirements for crew 
Certificates

NMSC

30 january 2013 Proposed Trial – Octopus trigger traps for recreational fishing Department of Fisheries

30 january 2013 Esperance and Recherche Parks and Reserves Draft Management 
Plan 2012

Department of Environment and 
Conservation

30 january 2013 Contributions to Fisheye Project Department of Fisheries

31 january 2013 FRDC tactical research project – Mitigating interactions with 
Humpback Whales and fishing gear in Western Australia 
(JH065)

West Australian Fisheries and Marine 
Research Laboratories

6 february 2013 Real Time Data - Fisheye Department of Fisheries

6 february 2013 Development of a MOU between the Department and WAFIC 
regarding consultation for petroleum activities under the 
OPggSR 2009

Department of Fisheries

19 february 2013 Amendments to Regulation 64 Department of Fisheries

1 march 2013 Policy on restocking and Stock enhancement in WA Department of Fisheries
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2012-2013 suBmissiOns & representatiOns  COntinued…

appendix 3 COntinued…

date suBmissiOn/representatiOn tO

8 march 2013 FMP no 258 – Discussion Paper on management and licensing 
options for the Aquatic Tourism Industry

Department of Fisheries

8 march 2013 Draft Browse Commercial, Recreational and Customary fishing, 
Pearling and Aquaculture Management Plan

Department of Fisheries

18 march 2013 PIERD Act Reform Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry

20 march 2013 Proposed Midwest Aquaculture Zone Department of Fisheries

21 march 2013 Request details of Murphy Australia Oil’s compensation process 
for fishing enterprises affected by marine Seismic survey off 
leeman

Murphy Australia Oil

22 march 2013 Recreational Octopus Policy Input Department of Fisheries

22 march 2013 Peter Shaw’s access to gascoyne Demersal Scalefish Fishery Department of Fisheries

28 march 2013 WA Seafood Industry Awards 2013 Minister for Fisheries

3 april 2013 Minimum Unit Holding in the Mackerel Fishery Department of Fisheries

8 april 2013 MSC Certification Department of Fisheries

12 april 2013 Kimberley Aquaculture Zone Department of Fisheries

23 april 2013 Request for extension of the 2013 Cockburn Sound Crab Fishery 
season

Department of Fisheries

1 may 2013 Proposed Australian Sea lion Working group Department of Fisheries

1 may 2013 Proposal to purse seine in the South Coast Salmon Fishery Department of Fisheries

7 may 2013 landing of South Coast Fish in the West Coast Bioregion Department of Fisheries

10 may 2013 Future Arrangements of the Swan River Fishery Minister for Fisheries

14 may 2013 Whiskery Shark Pupping Closure for 2013/14 Department of Fisheries

22 may 2013 Fishplan and Supplementary Documents Department of Fisheries

29 may 2013 Formal management of the Mandurah to Bunbury and Pilbara 
developing crab fisheries

Department of Fisheries

29 may 2013 Final Draft Abalone Aquaculture Policy Department of Fisheries

12 june 2013 Fisheries Adjustment Schemes Department of Fisheries

12 june 2013 Response to the final draft Abalone Aquaculture Policy Department of Fisheries

21 june 2013 MSC Certification – Outcomes & Outputs Department of Fisheries

25 june 2013 Installment of Scientific Instruments in King george Sound Albany Port Authority

25 june 2013 Albany Port Authority re purse seine conflict with  
acoustic devices

Albany Port Authority
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researCh and deVelOpment prOJeCts (Current Or COmpleted in 2012-13)

appendix 4

prOJeCt desCriptiOn/OBJeCtiVe fundinG sOurCe prOpOnent inVestment

safety, education and training committee WAFIC WAFIC $45,057.74

frdc supply chain FRDC UWA/WAFIC $173,976.00

professional fishing certificate WAFIC/State training WAFIC $25,000

fraB 2013 FRDC/WAFIC WAFIC $35,000

cockburn crab FRDC Fishermen/WAFIC $73,000

shark drop-out rate FRDC UWA/WAFIC/Industry $75,000

abalone stock enhancement program FRDC Fishermen/Industry 
association/WAFIC

$67,000

south coast natural resource nRM SC NRM/SeaNet/WAFIC $140,000

ase 2012 WAFIC/Industry/AUSTRADE WAFIC/Industry $136,611

ase 2013 WAFIC/Industry/AUSTRADE WAFIC/Industry $106,129

ese 2012 WAFIC/Industry/AUSTRADE WAFIC/Industry $24,000

ese 2013 WAFIC/Industry/AUSTRADE WAFIC/Industry $178,189

Wrl auto processing CRC/FRDC/WAFIC GFC $386,587

risk-based management CRC/FRDC/WAFIC SCRC/WAFIC/WADoF $451,606

delivery of crc/Wafic research outputs CRC/FRDC/WAFIC SCRC/WAFIC $125,000

ppa diving profiles IDU* PPA $20,000.00

industry promotion in secondary schools IDU Peter Goulding/WAFIC $16,727.92

south coast estuaries IDU SC Estuarine fishermen $9,226.00

sanitisers IDU UWA $2,500.00

sc purse seine bird mitigation IDU SC Sardine fishermen and 
SeaNet

$7,378.27

food safety planning IDU Peter Goulding/WAFIC $22,603.00

msc pre-assessments IDU Felicity Horn shark and crab 
fishermen

$4,255.00

Business capacity Building IDU Terry Adams Bursaries $5,000.00

KgBf by-catch mitigation IDU KGBF fishermen/SeaNet/
WAFIC

$6,560.17

measuring dropout rates from commercial 
demersal gillnets in Western australia

IDU Demersal Gillnet and 
Longline Fishery

$9,882.73

idu escrow IDU WAFIC $52,351.30

msc extension IDU WAFIC $26,175.65

export marketing bursaries IDU WAFIC $26,175.65

* Industry Development Unit (IDU) was wound up at the end of the FY and all projects transferred to WAFIC
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appen
dices	

researCh, deVelOpment and eduCatiOn ChrOnOlOGy (2012-13)

appendix 5

date prOGramme eVent & lOCatiOn (wa unless stated)

9 july 2012 RD&E House of Representatives Committee on fisheries and aquaculture.

17-july-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) West Coast Estuarine & Hardy Inlet. Annual Management Meeting 
(AMM)

26-july-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Pilbara Developing Crab and SW Developing Crab Fishery AMM

26-july-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Gascoyne Demersal Scalefish Fishery & Shark Bay Crab Fishery 
AMM

27-july-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Shark Bay Beach Seine Fishery AMM

21 august 2012 RD&E Seafood Services Australia - Brisbane

22 august 2012 RD&E National Fishnames Review - Brisbane

24-august-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Marine Aquarium Fish AMM

25-august-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Specimen Shell Fishery AMM

27 august 2012 RD&E RedMap national project extension.

29-august-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Lake Argyle Silver Cobbler Fishery AMM

6-9 september 2012 RD&E Seafood Summit  - Hong Kong

10-14 september 2012 RD&E Asian Seafood Expo – Hong Kong

19-september-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) South West Beach Seine & South West Salmon Fishery AMM

24 september 2012 RD&E Postgraduate Seminar - UWA

25-september-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) West Coast & Southern Demersal Gillnet and Longline Fishery 
AMM

26-september-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Coast Demersal Scalefish Fishery AMM

15 october 2012 RD&E SSA AGM - Sydney

23 - october -12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Cockburn Sound Crab Fishery, CBS Fish Net Fishery, CBS Pot and 
Line Fishery, Developmental Crab Fisheries, Warnbro Sound Crab 
Fishery, West Coast Beach Bait Fishery AMM

22 - november-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) South Coast Purse Seine Fishery AMM

23 -november-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) South Coast Estuarine Fishery, South Coast Herring and Trap 
Fishery AMM

26 - november-12 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Marine Aquarium Fish Fishery AMM

4–december 2012 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Abalone AMM

29-january -13 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Marine Aquarium Fish

1-february-13 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Mackerel Fishery

12-february-13 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Northern Demersal Scalefish Fishery

12-february-13 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Kimberley Gillnet & Barramundi Fishery

13-february-13 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Mud Crab Fishery

19 february 2013 RD&E SSA Board meeting - Sydney

26-february-13 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Broome Prawn Fishery, Nickol Bay Prawn Fishery, Onslow Prawn 
Fishery, Kimberley Prawn Fishery AMM

27-february-13 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Beche de mer Fishery AMM

9 april 2013 RD&E Senate inquiry into biosecurity

22-25 april 2013 RD&E European Seafood Expo - Brussels

7 june 2013 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) South West Trawl Fishery

14 june 2013 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Shark Bay Crab Fishery, Shark Bay Beach Seine Fishery, Exmouth 
Beach Seine Fishery

19 june 2013 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) Developmental Octopus

28 june 2013 RD&E - Industry liaison Unit (IlU) West Coast Deep Sea Crustacean Fishery
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