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THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
FISHING INDUSTRY COUNCIL BOARD

I urge members 
to consider 
how to best 
support WAFIC 
to further the 
interests of WA’s 
commercial 
fishing, pearling 
and aquaculture 
industry in the 
year ahead.

FROM THE CHAIR

It has been an eventful year for WAFIC 
with a great deal of work required to 
address the wide number and variety of 
challenges facing our industry.
However, all these issues were overshadowed by the 
loss of three lives in the tragedy of Returner which 
sank off the Pilbara coast in July.

WAFIC’s Board continued to steer the process of 
organisational change that it began more than 
two years ago. Its biggest financial decision was 
approving a project to dramatically upgrade WAFIC’s 
information technology capability, stakeholder 
database, document management systems, 
workflow processes and website.

Major components of this project were delivered and 
further phases are expected to result in long-term 
benefits by broadening and deepening WAFIC’s ability 
to communicate with members, associate members 
and other fishing industry stakeholders. WAFIC also 
expects to increase levels of community support.

Other big projects included WAFIC’s ongoing 
partnership in the $14.5million Marine Stewardship 
Council initiative and in its involvement in a number 
of festival and industry events.

A great deal of hard work went into the Fremantle 
Seafood Festival, the Trans-Tasman Rock Lobster 
Congress, the State Seafood Awards and the 
national Seafood Directions conference.

Much time and effort was also required for a 
Ministerial review of WAFIC’s funding model, a new 
funding proposal for the Western Rock Lobster 
Council, a review of WAFIC’s governance manual and to 
provide input into the crucial issue of the Department 
of Fisheries’ beach price setting processes.

Looking ahead, the Board anticipates an interesting 
year with its participation in the Margaret River 
Gourmet Escape and WA Signature Dish campaigns 
and with hosting an industry cocktail event at 
Parliament House. In addition, Federal and State 
government elections are also looming and various 
traditional industry activities are scheduled.

I urge members to consider how to best support 
WAFIC to further the interests of WA’s commercial 
fishing, pearling and aquaculture industry in the 
year ahead.

Arno Verboon
Chair

Clayton Nelson 
(Vice Chair)

Bruce Cockman Damien Bell George Kailis

John Hutton Kerry Rowe Kym Coffey Nic Sofoulis
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FROM THE CEO

Much of the work in the past year has 
involved fine tuning WAFIC’s strategic 
plan into a work regime that best 
serves the goals and interests of 
members.
Our four key focus areas remain resource 
access; industry communication and stakeholder 
engagement; building community support and 
building organisational capacity.

WAFIC achieved noteworthy successes with the 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). Almost all of 
WA’s 45+ fisheries completed the pre-assessment 
stage. A number of fisheries also entered the MSC’s 
full assessment process and strong indications are 
others will follow suit.

We also achieved good results for crab fishers in 
Hardy Inlet and Wilson Inlet and for the Temperate 
Demersal Gillnet and Demersal Longline fishery.

These outcomes, underpinned by our Building 
Community Support program, bode well for the 
viability of WA’s fishing industry and its well-deserved 
reputation as a global leader in sustainable fisheries.

To address uncertainty in both Commonwealth and 
State marine parks planning processes, WAFIC 
appointed consultants to help review the plans and 
provide additional services for fishermen – including 
help with the compensation process for the Ngari 
Capes Marine Park.

Dealing with the impact of oil and gas sector 
activities was assisted with the finalisation of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between five 
key fishing sector groups, including WAFIC, and the 
Australian Petroleum Producers and Exploration 
Association (APPEA).

WAFIC also established an in-house Oil and Gas 
Working Group to improve industry input into 
identifying issues of concern and developing 
practical solutions. It is early days, but I am hopeful 
this group will prove a useful tool in dealing with this 
increasingly important topic. 

Ongoing engagement saw the State Government 
reaffirm its commitment to the aquaculture sector 
and support for its $14.5million Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) partnership with WAFIC. And we 
continued to represent industry to government 
despite the disappointments of a failed Senate bid 
to introduce improved laws in relation to Country 
of Origin Labelling for seafood and the decision by 
the WA Fisheries Minister to close the South Coast 
herring G-trap fishery.

We will keep working to maintain and secure access 
to fishery resources, engaging with government 
agencies and promoting the industry through 
effective communication with industry, community 
and media stakeholders.

John Harrison 
Chief Executive Officer

WAFIC ORGANISATIONAL 
STRUCTURE 2015

WAFIC achieved 
noteworthy 
successes with 
the Marine 
Stewardship 
Council (MSC). 
Almost all 
of WA’s 45+ 
fisheries 
completed the 
pre-assessment 
stage. 
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INDUSTRY COMMUNICATIONS AND 
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

WAFIC recognises that effective 
communication is crucial in achieving the goals 
of WA’s fishing industry.
WAFIC also recognises that effective communication is a two-
way process and applies equally to both internal and external 
stakeholders within our industry.

The single biggest change WAFIC has made to its 
communication process in the past year has been to 
completely revamp its website – a website that no longer 
met required needs.

The Board recognised that evolving modes of communication 
and the rising importance of ‘connectivity’ and social media 
platforms required WAFIC to develop an effective website as a 
communications hub.

Working closely with Juicebox, an award-winning graphic 
design company that is an industry leader in website 
development, WAFIC underwent a comprehensive consultation 
process to identify the requirements of a new website.

The result was a two-pronged focus on providing information 
and appropriate links and resources to industry while also 
establishing an initial platform to promote the industry and 
educate the public about our industry.

The new website, launched at the State Seafood Awards 
in early August, incorporated a promotional video that 
showcased various aspects of the state’s commercial fishing 
and seafood sectors.

The overwhelmingly positive response to both the website 
and the video has encouraged the Board to consider 
developing additional videos in future to showcase different 
aspects of the industry.

While development of the website and video was an important 
piece of work in the past year, WAFIC did not neglect other 
communications activity.

WAFIC carried out ongoing engagement with external 
stakeholders such as political parties, government agencies, 
research organisations, media outlets, other not for profit 
organisations, marketing and promotional businesses and our 
industry counterparts in other states and territories.

This took place in a variety of forums including face-to-face 
meetings, group briefings, appearance at Senate hearings and 
through correspondence.

In the past year WAFIC significantly increased the number of 
formal submissions and representations to state and federal 
agencies from 39 in 2013-14 to 68 in 2014-15.

The range of issues covered included proposed Country of 
Origin Labelling legislation, aquaculture zones, marine parks, 
government funding for WAFIC, research and development 
priorities, Australian Sea Lion exclusion zones, the impact 
of the oil and gas industry on fishing activities and the 
effectiveness of the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA).

Official correspondence also topped the 130 mark (up from 100 
last year)  and included letters to Prime Minister Tony Abbott 
regarding Seafood Directions 2015, Senator Richard Colbeck, 
regarding the impact of seismic testing, Premier Colin Barnett 
on the decision to close the South Coast commercial herring 
G-trap fishery and more than a dozen letters to the Minister for 
Fisheries on various topics.

WAFIC also issued more than 30 media statements and 
responses on matters including Super trawlers, fishing for 
hammerhead sharks, crab pot trials in South Coast inlets and 
the winners in the State Seafood Awards.

WAFIC continued to protect and promote the interests of WA’s 
fisheries through active involvement with such groups as 
the National Seafood Industry Alliance (NSIA), the Fisheries 
Research and Development Corporation (FRDC), the Seafood 
Cooperative Research Centre and through regular meetings 
with the Department of Fisheries and representatives of the 
Minister for Fisheries.
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INDUSTRY COMMUNICATIONS AND 
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

A glittering crowd of 

industry, government, 

media and community 

representatives turned 

out to celebrate the State 

Seafood Industry Awards 

at Bathers Beach House in 

Fremantle on 6 August.

Held every two years, the State 
Seafood Industry Awards are 
the primary forum enabling the 
commercial fishing, pearling and 
aquaculture sectors and related 
industry organisations to celebrate 
their achievements.

In 2015, a total of 10 prizes were 
awarded in various categories 
including Young Achiever of the 
Year, Best Seafood Business (big), 
Best Seafood Business (small), 
People Development Award and the 
Michael Kailis Leadership Award.

For a full list of the winners please 
visit the WAFIC website.

Following an opening speech by 
Fisheries Minister Ken Baston, 
WAFIC Chair Arno Verboon injected 
a dignified note into the proceedings 
by asking for a minute’s silence to 
remember those lost in the recent 
tragic sinking of the prawn trawler 
Returner off the Pilbara coast.

Media personality Paul Murray 
entertainingly took on the MC duties 
for the night and celebrity chefs 
Peter Manifis, Josh Catalano and 
Don Hancey turned on their culinary 
skills to produce a sumptuous feast.

Octopus, pearl meat, sashimi tuna, 
toothfish, scallops, barramundi, 
oysters, sardines, mullet, prawns 
and lobster were some of WA-
sourced seafood ingredients on 
which the chefs worked their magic.

The spread earned praise from The 
West Australian newspaper’s food 
and restaurant writer Rob Broadfield 
who also mentioned his experience 
a few days later at the launch of the 
WA Signature Dish campaign.

WAFIC Chair Arno Verboon used the 
opportunity of the Awards ceremony 
to launch WAFIC’s new website 
and brand – including a video 
celebrating different aspects of the 
State’s fishing and seafood sectors.

“The awards ceremony was a 
fantastic event and I congratulate 
all winners for their success in 
furthering the interests of WA’s 
broader fishing and seafood 
industry,” Mr Verboon said.

 “We used this event to tell an 
extremely positive story about  
our industry.”

RESOURCE 
ACCESS 

Maintaining secure access to Western 
Australia’s fishing resources is crucial to 
ensuring a commercial fishing, pearling 
and aquaculture industry that can continue 
to supply consumers.
Without access to fish resources, the professional fishing 
industry that supplies seafood to the almost 9 out of every 
10 people who eat seafood in this State would cease.    

WA’s fishing, pearling and aquaculture sectors make 
no claim to exclusive access to the State’s fishing 
resources and understand the need to share the marine 
environment with other users.

The industry also acknowledges community expectations 
about the protection of the environment and the 
importance of sustainable practice.

However, the rising regulatory burden imposed by 
government agencies responding to the competing 
demands of interest groups such as the oil and gas 
sector, environmental activists, tourism businesses and 
recreational fishers, is challenging our industry.

This increased burden, as well as the displacement 
of fishers by other marine activities, disrupts and 
sometimes severely limits their ability to supply 
consumers with high-quality products.

WAFIC plays a key role in helping the industry secure 
access by advocating for the fishing, pearling and 
aquaculture industry.

Providing input into the development of state and federal 
government fisheries management policy, into marine 
parks planning, into trade agreements and work and 
safety legislation are just some of the ways WAFIC helps 
to secure resource access for professional fishers.

CASE STUDY
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BUILDING COMMUNITY SUPPORT

There are many ways to achieve the community 
support that is an essential requirement for the 
continuing operation of the commercial fishing 
and seafood industry.
Community festivals and industry events are two such methods 
that can work effectively if run properly.

In the past year WAFIC was involved in several such projects, 
ranging from the Fremantle Seafood Festival and the Albany 
Festival of the Sea, to the State Seafood Awards and the Trans-
Tasman Rock Lobster Industry Conference.

Sponsorship funding, in-kind human resource support and cross-
promotion and publicity for these events helped ensure their 
success and showcase various facets of the industry to the public.

WAFIC aligned itself as a major sponsor of the Fremantle 
Seafood Festival in late March. This event attracted crowds of 
10,000-12,000 and generated media coverage for the seafood 
industry valued in excess of $165,000.

The event featured on the ABC news and in a special lift out 
edition of The West Australian newspaper’s Fresh magazine 
that showcased numerous profile articles on professional 
fishers and others associated with the State’s seafood industry.

The public was also provided with a range of information by 
members of WAFIC’s Board, including Chair Arno Verboon and 
George Kailis and by other industry representatives such as 
Linda Williams, Phil Bruce and Nathan Adams.

The constant theme was the sustainability of WA’s commercial 
fisheries – a message actively promoted by MSC staff Meredith 
Epp and Matt Watson, WAFIC, celebrity chefs and also by the 
Fisheries Minister in announcing the Deep Sea Crab Fishery’s 
push for MSC certification. 

The preparations required for this event highlighted the dated 
nature of some of WAFIC’s existing promotional materials 
and became an added spur in the later project to revamp and 
upgrade the WAFIC brand.

Nevertheless, the Fremantle Seafood Festival was a great 
success and WAFIC plans to reprise its involvement as the 
event evolves into a major tourism and community opportunity 
for Fremantle and WA in coming years.

The Albany Festival of the Sea was a different kind of 
community event, although no less successful. Once again, 
WAFIC was a major sponsor for the event, which is a standard 
on the social calendar for Albany.

WAFIC engaged with a wide range of stakeholders on topics 
including research, resource access, sustainability, the merits 
of country of origin labelling laws and seafood recipes.

Numerous questions were also fielded about “Super trawlers” 
and the small pelagic fishery and a great deal of misinformation 
addressed through the judicial use of facts and science in 
relation to the issue.

WAFIC’s desire to build community support includes internal 
stakeholders as well as the broader public. WAFIC’s visit to 
Albany on the Easter weekend also saw a number of informal 
meetings with a number of local fishers.

These interesting discussions covered topics including seafood 
labelling, marine parks planning processes, WAFIC taking 
a harder political line with regulators, Australian sea lions, 
skills shortages, value-adding to the local salmon fishery and 
WAFIC’s current direction, focus and effectiveness.

WAFIC was pleased to support the Western Rock Lobster 
Council when it hosted the Trans-Tasman Rock Lobster 
Industry Conference in late April.

The event, which incorporated the 9th Rocklobster Congress and 
attracted international speakers from the United States, New 
Zealand and China, was attended by more than 200 delegates.

The two-day program, co-hosted by the WRLC and Geraldton 
Fishermen’s Cooperative, covered a diverse range program 
based around the theme of Adapt to Thrive.

Looking forward, WAFIC plans to continue sponsoring 
selected festivals and events that have strong potential to 
positively promote the commercial fishing, pearling and 
aquaculture sector.

At the time of preparing this annual report, plans were already 
well progressed to host Seafood Directions 2015 – a biennial 
conference held in respective capital cities around Australia 
– and to participate in both the WA Signature Dish and the 
Margaret River Gourmet Escape campaigns.

In addition, WAFIC also planned to attend industry-run 
Blessing of the Fleet festivals in Esperance and Dongara – 
further demonstrating the importance it places on building 
community support.
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CASE STUDY

Sunny weather, a diverse range of 
attractions and Fremantle’s central 
location proved an irresistible lure 
for the big crowds that attended the 
Fremantle Seafood Festival.

Sponsored as part of WAFIC’s ongoing Building 
Community Support program, the Festival attracted 
crowds estimated at 10,000-12,000.

The constant theme throughout the day was the 
sustainability of WA’s commercial fishing industry.

The message was actively promoted by WAFIC 
Board members and staff, Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) officers and celebrity chefs during 
their seafood cooking demonstrations.

As part of its sponsorship of the Festival, WAFIC 
generated media coverage and publicity worth an 
estimated $165,000. WA’s commercial fisheries and 
seafood industry were showcased in a special 12-
page lift out of The West Australian’s Fresh magazine.

The Festival also received ABC television coverage 
when it was used as a forum for Fisheries Minister 
Ken Baston to announce the push by WA’s Deep Sea 
Crab Fishery for MSC certification.

WAFIC staff and Board members, including WAFIC 
Chair Arno Verboon and Director George Kailis, 
Western Rock Lobster Council Chair Linda Williams, 
Abalone Industry Association Chief Executive Nathan 
Adams and Shark Bay Prawn Trawler Operators’ 
Association Executive Officer Phil Bruce engaged 
with the public throughout the day.

Topics included the transparency in food  
labelling laws, sustainability, seafood recipes, 
resource management and sharing and  
research developments.

There are plans to develop the Fremantle Seafood 
Festival into a major annual cultural and tourism 
attraction. WAFIC will continue to work with 
organisers to leverage this opportunity for the 
fishing and seafood industry.

PRAWNS

The Shark Bay prawn fishery achieved some 
significant milestones in the past 12 months 
with major developments being its Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC) certification and 
the continuing success of the Love Australian 
Prawns campaign.
The Shark Bay prawn fishery, along with Exmouth Gulf prawn 
fishery, were the first to capitalise on the State Government’s 
$14.5million MSC initiative.

The MSC’s eco-label, representing the gold standard in 
sustainable fisheries certification, can now be used to 
compliment the Shark Bay branding along with the award 
winning Love Australian Prawns marketing campaign.

MSC certification confirms a fishery has passed the world’s most 
rigorous standards for management of sustainable fisheries.

MSC-certified Shark Bay Wild prawns will be showcased in 
November at the Margaret River Gourmet Escape – a food 
festival of international reputation sponsored by the Western 
Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC).

Shark Bay operators also saw the benefits of supporting the 
Love Australian Prawns marketing campaign as it entered its 
third year and took out the Seafood Promotion prize in both the 
WA and Queensland State Seafood Industry Awards and is now 
subsequently a strong contender for the National Award title to 
be announced in late October at Seafood Directions.

This national campaign, developed by the Australian Council 
of Prawn Fisheries (ACPF), the Australian Prawn Farmers 
Association (APFA) and with the support of the Fisheries 
Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) and the 
Seafood Cooperative Research Centre, is funded through 
voluntary industry levy.

Phil Bruce
Shark Bay Prawn Trawler Operators’ Association  
Executive Officer
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WESTERN ROCK LOBSTER COUNCIL

A strong economic performance and a number 
of key achievements have highlighted the past 
year for the rock lobster sector – the State’s 
most valuable commercial fishery.
Underpinning the sector was the completion of work by both 
industry and government to bed down the new quota system 
that replaced the previous input control method of managing 
the West Coast Rock Lobster fishery.

There is some final work required to deal with the  
remaining input control mechanisms but this is expected  
to transition smoothly.

There was widespread acknowledgement that this process 
had resulted in improved certainty that was reflected in good 
market prices and demand for live exports remained high in 
the past year.

At an administrative level, John McMath continued to steer a 
steady course as the Western Rock Lobster Council’s (WRLC) 
Chief Executive Officer and Linda Williams was re-elected as 
the WRLC’s Chair for a second term.

The WRLC is the peak industry body representing the interests 
of members of the West Coast Rock Lobster fishery and works 
with the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) 
on issues such as industry input to government policy and 
research and development.

These skills and experience were well demonstrated 
in the WRLC’s ongoing work with the Ministerial whale 
entanglement taskforce.

The taskforce, chaired by the Department of Fisheries’ Director 
General, ministerial staff and representatives from the WRLC 
and WAFIC, was formed to respond to the escalating number of 
whale entanglements recorded in the past few years.  

Although researchers are unsure of the causes, it has been 
suggested that contributing factors may include regulatory 
changes to fishing policy and the increasing population of 
whales migrating along WA’s coast.

The rock lobster industry has taken a range of proactive 
measures since the taskforce was established including 
modifying fishing gear and improving communication and 
cooperation with various government agencies to respond to 
whale entanglements. In the past year this important work has 
seen the number of recorded whale entanglements decrease by 
more than 50 per cent.

Industry also established the Operational Whale Entanglement 
Reference group to provide advice and input to the taskforce 
and improve its efficacy.

In April this year, the WRLC hosted the highly successful 
Trans-Tasman Congress and Rock Lobster Industry Conference 
for a high-powered group of local, national and international 
visitors. The industry also achieved international recognition 
for its efforts in sustainable fishing through the award of a 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certificate for 15 years of 
continuous certification at the Brussels seafood expo.

This success was followed up later in the year when the WRLC 
was nominated as a finalist in the United Nations Association of 
Australia Best Environmental Initiative Award and by winning 
the Environment prize at the State Seafood Industry Awards.

Close and cooperative working relationships was a consistent 
theme for the WRLC throughout the year and it plans to 
continue this approach with WAFIC and other sector bodies in 
the coming year.

John McMath 
Western Rock Lobster Council Chief Executive Officer 
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ABALONE

A stable year gave the Abalone Industry 
Association (AIA) association time to  
address challenges/opportunities for the  
wild catch fishery.
These included moving the fishery towards Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) certification, ongoing fears around the potential 
biosecurity and disease risks of farmed abalone to wild stocks 
and giving abalone fishers the ability to use Fish Eye – the 
Department of Fisheries’ electronic catch and reporting tool.

Other issues included shark mitigation measures, the impact of 
the Ocean Reef marina on Roei abalone stocks and the China-
Australia Free Trade Agreement (ChAFTA).

WA’s wild catch abalone sector continued to work closely with 
the Abalone Council of Australia (ACA), to source new markets 
and there was strong support for ChAFTA when it was formally 
announced in June 2015.

The AIA liaised closely with the Department of Fisheries to try 
and minimise the impact of the Ocean Reef Marina – which is 
feared may slash the annual quota of 32 tonnes of Roei stock to 
18 tonnes.

The AIA also continued to work closely with shark 
researchers to report sightings and interactions with great 
white sharks, to develop crisis response plans and to deal 
with media on the issue.

The Department made its Fish Eye program available to 
abalone fishers from April 1. The program provides fishers, 
receivers and processors the ability to view catch balances, 
submit trip returns, change master details and submit 
registered receiver/processor consignment forms.

With regards to MSC, the association asked for the certification 
to be inclusive of all 3 WA abalone species under one banner 

and a break up costs of the yearly audits for the different Green, 
Brown and Roei abalone species.

Perceived benefits of MSC certification include:

ff Social licence- public perception backed up by 
science and facts

ff Research priorities

ff Interest from restaurants in Singapore requesting 
MSC Certified seafood

ff Support with new and established Markets

There were a number of noteworthy events at the internal level 
as well.

The AGM saw the retirement of Kerry Rowe and the election 
of Peter Rickerby as the AIA’s new Chair under a management 
committee style structure. 

An extensive workshop held for the Area 3 participants also 
achieved good results and there is appetite to hold a similar 
workshop for the entire wild catch sector aimed at creating a 
strategic plan for each area of the fishery.

With the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC), 
the AIA also sought to educate the public and generate 
community support through its involvement in a number of 
public activities.

These included the formal opening of the Augusta Boat 
Harbour, launched by Premier Colin Barnett in November 2014 
and the Fremantle Seafood Festival in March.

The AIA will continue to collaborate with WAFIC in the coming 
year at such events as the Margaret River Gourmet Escape and 
the planned Industry Cocktail event at Parliament House.

Nathan Adams
Abalone Industry Association Executive Officer
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PEARLING

The gradual improvement of the economies of the 
United States and Europe during the past year 
was reflected in a slight improvement in markets 
leading to cautiously optimistic management of 
Western Australia’s pearling sector.
The wildstock resource provided 10-year average catch levels 
and pearl growing conditions were stable overall, which 
allowed industry representation (through the Pearl Producers 
Association) to focus on repealing increased regulatory burdens 
proposed by both state and federal governments.

The single biggest challenge continues to be the State’s oil and 
gas sector. 

Responding to the rapidly rising number of seismic surveys 
and other petroleum industry-related activity took up an ever-
increasing proportion of available time and resources.

Of great concern remains the potential impact of oil and 
gas-related activity (especially the use of seismic air guns) to 
pearl oyster beds off Eighty Mile Beach – the only sustainable 
wildstock pearl oyster fishing grounds in the world.

Ongoing and regular engagement with the oil and gas sector 
over the past year saw cross-industry acknowledgement about 
the scarcity of agreed data and research.

In addition, the PPA also engaged regularly with the oil and gas 
industry’s regulator, the National Offshore Petroleum Safety 
and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA), and 
participated in two reviews aimed at improving the policy platform 
that underpins its Commonwealth Environmental Regulations. 

With WAFIC, the pearling industry will maintain dialogue with 
the petroleum industry and continue to develop an agreed 
framework and process to address such issues.

Other key challenges during the past year included:

ff Transitioning the current pearling management 
framework into a new framework in accordance 
with provisions of new WA fisheries legislation

ff Integrated fisheries management (IFM) proposing 
to allocate a component of the pearl oyster fishery 
to the recreational sector, notwithstanding that 
the fishery is already fully allocated, the principal 
of IFM being to formalise existing/historical catch 
shares and that there is no history of recreational 
fishing for pearl oysters.

ff Maintaining access to areas declared marine parks 
by state and federal governments

ff Increased regulation and costs associated with the 
introduction of the national marine safety system 
and national workplace safety regulations

ff Loss of access to fishing grounds through oil and 
gas related infrastructure

It was not all frustratingly slow progress. The State’s pearl 
industry achieved successes that included:

ff Integration of pearling legislation into the new WA 
fisheries legislation

ff Continued recognition by state and federal 
regulators of pearling as an acceptable activity in 
marine parks

ff Moving the industry into full assessment against 
the Marine Stewardship Council’s Fisheries 
Standard

ff Undertaking an Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) 
which included Government, Industry and NGO 
stakeholders.

These ‘wins’ were achieved in close partnership with WAFIC 
demonstrating the results of persistence and an agreed 
strategic approach.

The work that the pearling industry continued throughout 2014-
15 with the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 
(through its Industry Partnership Agreement for research on 
pearls) and additionally through its interactions with external 
stakeholders including the State Government departments of 
Fisheries, Parks and Wildlife and Transport; federal regulators 
such as the Australian Marine Safety Authority, SafeWork 
Australia, NOPSEMA and, finally, with its engagement with the 
oil and gas sector’s peak representative body – the Australian 
Petroleum Production and Exploration Association (APPEA)—can 
only emphasize the importance of  maintaining industry unity.

Aaron Irving
Pearl Producers Association Chief Executive Officer
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AQUACULTURE

A review of abalone aquaculture policy, 
progress on the development of aquaculture 
zones, important talks with the Marine 
Stewardship Council and planning for a multi-
species mollusc hatchery were the focus of 
activities for the Aquaculture Council of WA in 
the past year.

Following input from members, the ACWA wrote to the 
Department of Fisheries (DoF) to request a review of the use of 
genetic zones in the Abalone Aquaculture Policy.

The move is in line with a similar request for review by the 
abalone wild catch sector and was underpinned by current 
science that indicates no genetic differences between stocks of 
greenlip abalone across the south west of the State.

The use of genetic zones is impeding the development of the 
abalone aquaculture industry by not allowing juveniles bred 
from out-of-zone brood stock to be grown out in another 
genetic zone.

ACWA continued its participation in the Midwest Aquaculture 
Development Zone as a member of the State Government’s 
Reference Group. Environmental modelling on the carrying 
capacity of the zone and other environmental studies such as 
seabird interaction are also progressing.

The State Government has a $14.5million initiative to help 
all WA fisheries obtain Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
independent third-party certification.

Following confirmation from the DoF about the ability of 
aquaculture operators to access Government funds to achieve 
third party certification through the Aquaculture Stewardship 
Council (ASC), ACWA is now progressing the development of a 
policy around the allocation of the funds.

Plans for a multi-species mollusc hatchery were also greatly 
progressed following a 2013 survey that identified an industry 
need to produce mussel, black pearl and Akoya pearl spat in the 

absence of hatcheries. A needs and technical feasibility study for 
a potential Multi-Species Mollusc Hatchery (MSMH) in various 
locations around the State was completed in 2014 that indicated 
the feasibility of growing all three species in the same hatchery.  

RMB Aqua  is now putting together a Business Case for the 
proposed hatchery to determine the best business model and 
ascertain financial viability, with the DoF matching costs dollar 
for dollar with industry.

Finally, the ACWA Committee of Management recently 
completed a Strategic Plan 2015-2018 that is available on the 
ACWA website www.aquaculturecouncilwa.com 

Tina Thorne
Aquaculture Council WA Executive Officer



12 Western Australian Fishing Industry Council   ANNUAL REPORT 2014–2015

WAFIC ACTIVITIES  
AND OTHER FISHERIES

MARINE PLANNING – STATE
In 2014-15, WAFIC continued to work with State Government 
agencies involved in planning marine park reserves, 
particularly those in the south-west and Kimberley regions. 
We liaised closely with Kimberley fishers who operate in 
locations proposed for inclusion in the marine park zoning to 
minimise the impact of zoning on fishing activity. The indicative 
management plans for these two proposed parks is expected 
for release before the end of 2015.

WAFIC also worked closely with south-west fishers to prepare 
for applying for compensation under the Fishing and Related 
Industries Compensation (Marine Reserves) Act 1997 prior to 
the Ngari Capes Marine Park legislation coming into effect 
in 2016. Part of this process included a WAFIC workshop 
for all affected south-west fishers to understand how the 
FRICMRA is applied. WAFIC funded south-west based industry 
consultant Graeme Stewart to brief industry members on how 
to apply for compensation.

MARINE PLANNING – COMMONWEALTH
The Federal Government has initiated a review of the zonings 
of a network of marine reserves around Australia. The previous 
Labour Government had gazetted marine reserves around 
Australia but had not finalised management plans including 
zonings for the reserves prior to the most recent Federal 
election. The Liberal Party had campaigned on reviewing 
the proposed network of marine reserves and this process 
proceeded with the change of Government.

WAFIC’s participation in the planning for the reserves was 
through our national body the National Seafood Industry 
Alliance. NSIA submissions can be found at the website  
www.seafoodforaustralia.com.au

The incoming Government initiated a review of the proposed 
zonings through the formation of independent panels. WAFIC 
facilitated industry engagement with the panels when they 
visited Perth earlier this year.

The Chairs of the review panels have advised that the panels 
are working through the various submissions and anticipate 
further targeted meetings with stakeholders to explore possible 
amendments. Further information on the Commonwealth 
Marine Reserves Review and the Panels can be found at  
www.marinereservesreview.gov.au

INTEGRATED FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
In 2014, the IFM process for the Cockburn Sound and Peel/
Harvey blue swimmer crab resource commenced. WAFIC 
met with the Integrated Fisheries Allocation Advisory 
Committee (IFAAC) and provided preliminary input into the 
process in advance of the draft allocation report being publicly 
released.  Further representations were made to the IFAAC, 
the Department and the Minister in response to a number of 
issues arising regarding the recreational data available for this 
allocation process. WAFIC is anticipating the public release of 
the draft allocation report for this resource in late 2015.

WAFIC also provided advice to the Department on IFAAC’s 
proposal to allocate one per cent or less of the total catch of 
a resource to another sector where there is predominantly 
one sector. With the premise of the IFM policy being based on 
formalising existing shares, this approach was not supported 
by WAFIC due to the implications for a number of fisheries. 
Discussions on this issue are continuing with the Department.

RESOURCE SHARING

HERRING
In late 2014, the Minister for Fisheries closed the Herring 
G-Trap Fishery for the 2015 season following consideration 
of the findings of the independent report undertaken by Dr 
Malcolm Haddon. This review was undertaken following Dr 
Jeremy Prince’s independent review of the Department’s 
research on herring, funded jointly by the FRDC, WAFIC and 
industry. A number of representations were made by WAFIC 
and the Herring Working Group (Tony Westerberg, Alan Miles 
and Damien Bell) to the Minister and Premier against the 
closure of this fishery. WAFIC believes the closure was not 
based on science. A Voluntary Fisheries Adjustment Scheme 
(VFAS) was established for the South Coast G-Trap Fishery in 
June 2015 to allow for Herring G-Trap entitlement holders to 
surrender their endorsements.

In mid-2015, the industry saw the closure of Albany Bait 
Producers (formerly Colley Seafoods), which processed some 
of the herring from this now closed fishery. This factory also 
processed a considerable amount of the south coast’s estuarine 
catch and was well supported by the local community. 

The Minister has stated he will undertake a review of the stock 
status in late 2016.
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WA DEMERSAL GILLNET AND  
DEMERSAL LONGLINE FISHERIES
In 2014, the Department wrote to licence holders in the 
Temperate Demersal Gillnet and Demersal Longline Fisheries 
advising that the whiskery shark pupping closure, that had been 
in the fishery for seven years was no longer required given the 
sustainability objectives for this species had been achieved. 
However, the Department also advised that this closure was 
now seen as an institution to the recreational sector and that 
they intended to advise the Minister on the merits of introducing 
some form of closure to address interaction and social issues.

WAFIC argued strongly against this action on a number of 
aspects. WAFIC considered that any incentive for commercial 
fisheries to adopt any measures is eroded if the Department 
is not prepared to support their removal once sustainability 
objectives are met.

WAFIC has met twice with the Department and Recfishwest 
this year to discuss if there is any need for further measures to 
address resource sharing issues. It is apparent that conflict that 
previously existed in Geographe Bay has been minimal in recent 
years and it was agreed that no action is required at this time.

AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENTS
In 2014/2015, WAFIC was required to consider two aquaculture 
related proposals, a proposed abalone venture in Esperance 
and the establishment of the Midwest Aquaculture Development 
Zone (MADZ) at the Abrolhos Islands. With the wild catch and 
aquaculture sectors being represented by WAFIC, substantial 
time has been spent carefully considering these issues 
and ensuring that a clear policy framework is in place, that 
addresses issues such as compensation and spatial separation. 

With consultation for the MADZ re-commencing in late 2015, 
WAFIC will be meeting with affected industry groups in 
coming months. 

PROTECTED SPECIES INTERACTION
WAFIC has played a considerable role over the last year 
assisting fisheries address protected species interaction issues. 
In mid-2015, WAFIC submitted a position on behalf of the 
demersal gillnet sector, to the Commonwealth’s Department 
of the Environment, proposing measures to address these 
fisheries’ Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation (EPBC) Act requirements to mitigate Australian 

Sea Lion interaction. To reach this position considerable time 
was spent working with industry representatives, key agencies 
and stakeholder groups. 

In 2015, WAFIC continued to provide assistance to the South 
Coast Purse Seine Fishery (Zone 1) to address their interaction 
with Flesh Footed Shearwaters during the peak season. Their 
bycatch program has now been in place for seven seasons and 
has resulted in a significant reduction in bird mortality. 

WAFIC has also assisted industry prepare codes of practice in 
the Pilbara Trawl, Mud Crab and Marine Aquarium Fisheries.

NEW MANAGEMENT FOR SOUTH COAST 
OPEN ACCESS FISHERIES
In 2015, WAFIC and Recfishwest were provided with a 
preliminary copy of the Department’s discussion paper for the 
review of the South Coast Commercial Fish Trap, G-Net and 
Open-Access line and Net Scalefish and Squid Jig Fisheries. 
This provided WAFIC with an opportunity to earmark any major 
concerns with the draft paper prior to its release to industry.

It is anticipated that this paper will be released in coming 
months, with a series of meetings being held in south-coast 
towns to allow industry to have input into the process.

INDUSTRY OPPORTUNITIES
In 2014, WAFIC applied on behalf of the South Coast Estuarine 
Fishery to use crab pots in Wilson Inlet. This was approved and 
the trial commenced in early 2015. WAFIC also applied for crab 
pots to be trialed in the Hardy Inlet as a means of providing a 
more stable supply of crabs into the south-west market. 

A project is also underway, funded jointly by WAFIC and the 
Great Southern and South-west Development Commissions, 
to assist the WA Salmon Fishery to enhance its viability by 
exploring opportunities for value adding.

Funds have also been sought from the Department of Regional 
Development to assist WA’s emerging Cockle Fishery cover 
the costs to meet its shellfish testing requirements during the 
developmental phase of the fishery. 

In response to concerns raised about the expense and difficulty 
obtaining Commercial Fishing Licences (CFL’s) across many 
fisheries in WA, WAFIC requested that the Department consider 
a more workable system. WAFIC is pleased that the Department 
has taken this issue onboard and we understand they are close 
to presenting some proposed new arrangements. WAFIC looks 
forward to discuss these with industry once available.
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MARINE  
STEWARDSHIP 
COUNCIL

The past year has seen the continued 
rollout of the State Government’s 
$14.5million Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) program – a four-year 
initiative announced by the Minister for 
Fisheries in September 2012.
The objectives of this initiative are to enhance 
public confidence in the sustainable management 
of WA’s commercial fisheries, to meet retail need to 
only serve fish from fisheries either independently 
assessed or in a fishery improvement project and to 
assess the State’s fisheries against an independent 
and science-based standard.

The initiative subjects all WA fisheries to MSC 
pre-assessment. Pre-assessments determine if 
a specific fishery can successfully pass a full MSC 
assessment.

Confidential pre-assessment reports allow those 
fisheries that don’t meet the necessary benchmark 
to undertake a fisheries improvement program (FIP). 
FIPs are a voluntary and transparent way of helping 
fisheries improve their sustainable management 
practices.

Government funding is made available for those 
fisheries identified as ready to enter full MSC 
assessment – a voluntary process – and in addition, 
the State also pays the costs of the first annual audit 
of the fishery following MSC certification.

Carriage of the project is through a Certification 
Advisory Panel made up of Department of Fisheries, 
WAFIC, Recfishwest and the MSC representatives. 

The Fisheries Research Development Corporation 
(FRDC) has funded a WAFIC project to develop 
extension and chain of custody initiatives through 
the supply chain.

The MSC has appointed Matt Watson as its WA 
based outreach officer for an initial 2-year term. 

Matt is responsible for raising 
awareness and support for 
the MSC program across a 
broad range of interest groups 
including the supply chain and the 
community.

He also works with participating fisheries as they 
develop plans to pursue MSC certification.

The website www.wamsc.com.au provides detailed 
information about the MSC initiative. The website was 
funded by a FRDC grant and is designed to enhance 
industry communication and community engagement.

2014-15 was highlighted by a number of key 
activities including:

ff The completion of the West and South coasts 
fisheries MSC pre-assessments by MRAG 
Americas Pty Ltd.

ff Pre-assessment briefings to fishers in 
Esperance, Albany, Augusta, Bunbury, 
Fremantle and Geraldton

ff Meetings convened to determine interest in 
proceeding to full assessment

ff Exmouth Gulf and Shark Bay Prawn fisheries 
underwent full assessment against the MSC 
standard. MRAG Americas Pty Ltd carried out 
the work and these fisheries were scheduled 
to receive MSC certification by late 2015.

ff West Coast Deep Sea Crab fishery is in 
full assessment against the MSC standard. 
Scientific Certification Systems Global 
International is undertaking this work. 

ff Peel Harvey recreational and commercial 
crab, and commercial net fisheries are in 
full assessment against the MSC standard. 
Scientific Certification Systems Global 
International is undertaking this work.

ff Abalone and Kimberley Trap fisheries have 
expressed interest in entering into full 
assessment.

Guy Leyland
WAFIC-MSC industry project leader 

CASE STUDY

In March this year, the 
State’s commercial and 
recreational fishing 
sectors joined forces in a 
world-first collaboration 
to protect seafood stocks.

Using the Mandurah Crab Festival 
as a platform, Fisheries Minister 
Ken Baston announced the Peel-
Harvey Estuarine fishery would 
undergo full Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) assessment.

This is the first combined 
recreational and commercial 
fishery to apply for full 
assessment under the MSC’s 
independent third-party 
certification process.

Applying for full assessment 
is the first step in a long and 
rigorous process designed to 
achieve environmental, social, 
and marketing benefits by 
meeting the MSC’s rigorous 
benchmarks.

WAFIC, WA’s peak body 
representing the interests of the 
commercial fishing, pearling and 
aquaculture sectors, had worked 
closely with its recreational 
fishing counterpart, Recfishwest, 
to get this result.

MSC certification provides 
consumers and the broader 
community with certainty that 
the fishery is managed to world’s 
best practice in terms of the 
environment and sustainability 
of stocks.

WAFIC will continue to work hard 
to ensure WA remains a world 
leader in sustainable fisheries 
management.
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OIL AND GAS

One of the most important issues WAFIC has 
addressed in the past year is signing off on a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
the Australian Petroleum Producers and 
Exploration Association (APPEA).
This MOU is the result of 18 months of work and aims to 
improve cross-industry collaboration and cooperation 
in managing access to, and limiting both financial and 
environmental impacts on, the shared marine environment.

The MOU is not a silver bullet solution but it does represent an 
important first step in establishing a more effective working 
relationship with the oil and gas industry. This working 
relationship was highlighted by a round-table process (with 
other commercial fishing peak sector bodies around Australia) 
that addressed issues of common interest.

WAFIC attended several high-level meetings for talks regarding 
an agreed science and research baseline that can be used 
as the starting point for the consultation process between 
professional fishers and oil and gas proponents. This “agreed” 
science and research baseline would also help identify existing 
knowledge gaps and facilitate future research, development 
and extension priorities. 

APPEA and peak commercial fishing bodies, including WAFIC, 
also progressed a proposal to develop an online information 
portal designed to improve communication between the 
commercial fishing and oil and gas industries.

Throughout the year, WAFIC also engaged extensively with the 
oil and gas sector’s Commonwealth regulator – the National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management 
Authority (NOPSEMA).

One significant highlight included a joint submission with the 
Pearl Producers Association to NOPSEMA about proposed 
seismic activity off Eighty Mile Beach that potentially threatened 
pearl oyster shell stocks. The company involved dramatically 
adapted its planned scope of works following this submission.

WAFIC also provided NOPSEMA with comprehensive feedback 
during the regulator’s internal performance review process 
that identified professional fishers’ key concerns about the 
consultation process and the assessment of environmental 
plans put forward by oil and gas proponents.

At an internal level, WAFIC established an Oil and Gas Working 
Group comprised of commercial fishers from different fisheries 
and regions around WA. The group will continue to identify 
emerging trends and concerns and help WAFIC respond to oil 
and gas issues more effectively.

CASE STUDY

WAFIC dealt with many 
professional companies 
and organisations involved 
in the oil and gas sector 
throughout the year but 
for us the standout was 
Murphy Australia Oil.

Murphy went the extra mile 
to understand professional 
fishers, their concerns and their 
operations, and WAFIC believes 
in doing so, this company set a 
benchmark that other companies 
should strive to achieve.

The Murphy team kept fishers and 
WAFIC constantly updated about its 
offshore drilling campaign along 
the Mid-West coast and provided 
WAFIC staff with a full debrief when 
the project ended earlier this year.

A semi-submersible drilling rig 
was used to drill three wells 
between January and April in an 
area offshore Geraldton/Dongara.

Part of Murphy’s exit briefing to 
WAFIC and the WRLC included 
photos illustrating the hardness of 
the sub-surface rocks targeted in 
the drilling program. 

The drilling campaign was 
completed without any 
environmental incidents and 

although the three wells were 
subsequently declared “dry holes”, 
Murphy indicated it would continue 
to study the area’s potential.

Throughout the project, Murphy 
maintained a website to keep 
stakeholders advised of its drilling 
rig’s progress and constantly 
updated fishers on the planned 
routes of the rig’s supply vessels.

The company employed local 
fisher George Bass to help engage 
fishing communities from Jurien to 
Dongara and Mr Bass also provided 
scouting services when the drill rig 
was on the move.

A small number of local 
professional fishers’ lobster pots 
were relocated without incident 
under an approval granted by the 
Fisheries Department. 

This overall proactive approach 
spoke volumes for Murphy.
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FISH 
EYE

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT 
AND EXTENSION – WAFRAB

Although WAFIC’s three-
year partnership with the 
Department of Fisheries’ Fish 
Eye program ended last year, 
the program continued its 
roll out and the department 
recently took delivery of 
an update to the Navigate 
licensing system.
The Navigate system has successfully 
managed Commercial Fishing Licences 
(CFLs) and licensing transactions 
associated with the West Coast Rock 
Lobster fishery since April 2013.  

The department’s Executive Director of 
Regional Services, Bruno Mezzatesta, said 
the software enhancement would allow 
complete temporary transfers to occur 
online over two open licensing periods and 
introduce a new licensing online portal.

“When this new portal goes live early 
next year, Commercial Fishing Licence 
(CFL) applications will be able to be 
completed online, with other licensing 
transactions being progressively 
transferred into the portal,” Mr 
Mezzatesta said.

“We are seeing a steady increase in 
demand for existing online licensing 
services for renewal of CFLs and licence 
transfers.”

Mr Mezzatesta said the department had 
also launched an online catch and effort 
reporting tool for commercial abalone 
fishers and processors.  

“There are already eight divers (covering 
22 per cent of abalone licences) and 
1 processor using the new electronic 
reporting tool, with 2 additional divers in 
the process of registering for electronic 
reporting,” he said.

In addition to the rock lobster and 
abalone fisheries, Mr Mezzatesta said 
work also began during the past year to 
develop a catch and effort solution for the 
Marine Aquarium Fish Managed Fishery.  

WAFIC helped the WA Fisheries 
Research Advisory Body identify 
research, development and extensions 
(RD&E) priorities amongst the more 
than 50 ideas put forward during the 
past year.
The flood of suggestions followed a call to action 
earlier in the year. The WA FRAB distilled the raw 
ideas, from industry, the Department of Fisheries 
and research providers, categorising them into 
themes; further defining needs and outcomes 
under each theme. 

WA’s first set of priorities for 2016 RD&E 
applications were announced in August and 
October, and the WA FRAB is currently developing a 
5 year strategy to provide consistency in medium to 
long term planning.

One significant change to the funding process is the 
call for expressions of interest will spread over the 
calendar year for each round, and assessment will 
occur at each meeting of the FRDC Board.

This flexible approach means that not all priorities 
need are addressed at one time and the FRABs 
and subprograms across jurisdictions are better 
able to collaborate and make multiple calls for 
applications as priorities are refined.

The National FRAB workshop was held March 30- 1 
April in Canberra which included discussion of an 
Independent FRAB Review – 

ff Greg d’Arville was charged with an 
independent review of the FRAB structures, 
functions and operations, which included 
consultation across stakeholder groups.

ff The FRDC Board considered d’Arville’s 
recommendations at their August Board 
meeting, and the respective FRAB 
chairs met in September.  Any changes 
resulting from the proposed restructure 
of the seven FRABs are expected to be 
implemented in 2016.

Other significant development across the year 
included:

ff Western Rock Lobster has signed a new 
Industry Partnership Agreement (IPA) in 
March 2014, with funding in transition 
from the FRAB to IPA programs for the 
next 3 years

ff WAFIC made several submissions in 
support of the FRDC over the year, in 
relation to senate inquiries over FRDC 
funding and the proposed relocation of 
FRDC from Canberra to a regional centre.

ff WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John 
Harrison was appointed to the FRDC 
Board, effective from September 2015 – 
August 2018.
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INDUSTRY  
CONSULTATION UNIT

BUILDING 
ORGANISATIONAL 
CAPACITY

The Industry Consultation Unit’s effectiveness as a 
communication conduit between professional fishers and 
State regulators saw the Service Level Agreement between 
WAFIC and the Department of Fisheries renewed for an 
additional three years in June.
The ICU coordinated more than 30 Annual Management Meetings (AMM) in 
managed, interim or managed by permit fisheries around the State and also 
facilitated two AMMs for the rock lobster industry.

The value industry places on the ICU process was highlighted by the 70 
per cent participation rate at meetings by license holders in the individual 
fisheries and the 80 per cent completion rate of the action items developed 
during AMM discussions.

The introduction of an ‘action item’ update process in the previous year 
established a useful benchmark for license holders to measure the success 
of any given initiative from the Department of Fisheries. This process is now 
working smoothly, with good results.

Highlights of the past year included the inaugural South Coast Crustacean AMM in 
Albany, two Rock Lobster AMMs in Fremantle and Geraldton and an Abalone AMM.

The Fremantle rock lobster meeting was attended by more than 120 people with 
debate much more focused on market drivers and ideas than the more usual 
arguments about catch considerations.

The past year also saw the ICU facilitate a number of Special Purpose 
Consultation meetings on behalf of the Department of Fisheries – most 
noteworthy being the Marine Aquarium Industry Risk Assessment and the 
Northern Demersal Stock Assessment workshop.

There was some internal adjustment as well as the ICU said farewell to 
administrative officer Jess Leask and welcomed her replacement Jacqui 
Meares. Both are young graduates and gained valuable industry experience 
through the posting.

The ICU acknowledges the efforts of license and/or entitlement holders, many of 
whom travelled long distances to AMMs.

In addition to their intended technical and management objectives, the AMMs 
also provided fishers and departmental staff a good opportunity to engage 
informally following the meetings and to further develop productive working 
relationships.

The ICU will continue to use this effective and open communication system to 
generate outcomes and benefits for fishers.

Angus Callander
ICU Executive Officer

One of the most crucial issues facing a fishing 
industry representative group such as WAFIC 
is how to source and maintain independent 
revenue streams that enhance the security and 
certainty of its continued operations.
Aside from facilitating financial independence, achieving such 
certainty can dramatically boost the confidence of members 
and external stakeholders in WAFIC’s ability to represent 
industry interests without fear or favour.

WAFIC has already shown it can deliver successful results 
to corporate clients such as the Department of Fisheries 
through the service fee it charges for the Industry 
Consultation Unit process.

As part of its new direction and focus, WAFIC will continue 
to in investigate additional methods of achieving financial 
independence.

In the past year WAFIC lobbied extensively to improve the 
certainty of its funding model from the State Government. This 
was highlighted in review of the Ministerial Policy Guideline 21 
that governs our current funding.

The Minister for Fisheries wrote to WAFIC regarding his 
expectations in relation to MPG 21. This is an issue WAFIC will 
continue to address in the coming year.

As part of WAFIC’s ongoing focus on its four key operational 
areas, it performed some significant work in the past year to 
improve the way it manages its finances.

Part of the infrastructure upgrade and revamp of information 
technology saw our finance section receive an important update.

New accounting software and consolidation and rationalisation 
of various accounts relating to research, development and 
extension projects were designed to improve performance, 
response times and create efficiencies.

WAFIC also took on financial responsibilities related to 
the National Seafood Industry Alliance and to the Seafood 
Directions 2015 conference planned for October 2015.

Financial security, efficiency and accountability remains a 
cornerstone of WAFIC’s strategic plan for the coming years.

You can read more about the organisation’s commitment to 
fiscal accountability and prudent economic management in the 
independently audited financial statements that follow.
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FINANCIAL 
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WITH  

WESTERN 
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THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN FISHING 
INDUSTRY COUNCIL (WAFIC) IS 

PROUD TO BE SHOWCASING WA’S 
SENSATIONAL MSC-CERTIFIED 

SEAFOOD AT THE 2015 MARGARET 
RIVER GOURMET ESCAPE. ENJOY.

Enjoying the ocean’s bounty is one of life’s simple 
pleasures. Being confident that it’s sustainably 
harvested enhances the appreciation of seafood.

To provide this assurance, Western Australia is rolling 
out a visionary initiative to offer every commercial 
fishery the opportunity to be independently certified 
against the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
criteria for sustainable fishing.

The MSC is the global gold standard for seafood 
sustainability and in the near future, a wide range  
of WA’s seafood will carry the MSC’s blue tick  
eco-label. WA’s aquaculture sector is offered a 
similar opportunity through the Aquaculture 
Stewardship Council (ASC).

MSC certification will give fishermen, seafood 
companies, chefs and seafood retailers a credible 
way to communicate their commitment to 
supplying environmentally sustainable seafood, 
and confirm the State’s reputation as one of the 
world leaders in fisheries management.

This long-term plan is the result of a partnership 
between the State Government (which has provided 
a $14.5m fund to facilitate MSC certification), 
WAFIC (the peak body representing professional 
fishing, pearling and aquaculture) and Recfishwest 
(the body representing recreational fishers). 

As part of this plan all 47 WA fisheries have now 
been pre-assessed against the MSC sustainability 
standard. This has created a unique benchmark 
providing benefits for strengthening the 
management of all WA fisheries. There are now 
nine WA fisheries engaged in the MSC program and 
more to come.



WA’s Western Rock Lobster fishery was the first in the 
world to gain MSC certification in 2000 and is celebrating 
15 years of continuous certification. Western rock lobster 
is harvested under an annual quota and by pots in the 
waters between Shark Bay and Augusta. It’s Australia’s 
most valuable single species wild fishery, generating 
more than $400m in export income, primarily from 
Chinese markets.

Western Rock Lobster Council www.wrlc.com.au

Margaret River Gourmet Escape official supplier: Geraldton 
Fishermen’s Cooperative www.broloslobster.com

Background image: Abrohlos Islands

The Glacier 51 Toothfish story includes overcoming 
pirates plundering the fishery and a journey from 

a species once considered under threat through to 
achieving MSC certification. The USA’s acclaimed 

Monterey Bay Aquarium lists this Australian fish as  
“Best Choice”. Austral Fisheries harvests Glacier51 
Toothfish and Mackerel Icefish, in Commonwealth 

managed fisheries, around Heard and Macquarie  
Islands in Australia’s sub-Antarctic region.

Margaret River Gourmet Escape official supplier:  
Austral Fisheries: www.glacier51toothfish.com.au

Images: Glacier 51 near Heard Island and  
Glacier51 Toothfish

WESTERN ROCK LOBSTER

EXMOUTH GULF PRAWNS

PATAGONIAN TOOTHFISH SHARK BAY PRAWNS

The Exmouth Wild-caught Western King and Brown 
Tiger prawns gained MSC certification in October 
this year. The late Michael Kailis, and his wife Dr 

Patricia Kailis, pioneered the Exmouth Gulf prawn 
fishery in the early 1960’s. Today, their sons George 

and Alex lead the company. Exmouth prawns are 
marketed under the Exmouth Wild brand.

Margaret River Gourmet Escape official supplier:  
MG Kailis Group www.kailis.com.au

Images: Exmouth Gulf and Exmouth  
Wild Western King prawns

Located off WA’s Gascoyne coast, the Shark Bay Prawn 
fishery harvests prawns in an area that has been World 
Heritage listed for more than 20 years. The biggest prawn 
fishery in WA, it has seven licence holders harvesting 
primarily MSC-certified Western King and Brown Tiger 
prawns marketed under the Shark Bay Wild brand. 

Margaret River Gourmet Escape official supplier:  
All Shark Bay prawn producers are listed at  
www.sharkbayprawns.com.au

Images: Shark Bay and Shark Bay Wild  Brown  
Tiger prawns

WA’s MSC CERTIFIED FISHERIES        
A fishery that is MSC certified has passed the world’s most rigorous, scientific standard for 
sustainability and has the right to market its seafood under the MSC ecolabel.

http://www.broloslobster.com/
http://www.glacier51toothfish.com.au
http://www.kailis.com.au
http://www.sharkbayprawns.com.au


WA FISHERIES IN MSC  
FULL ASSESSMENT
In MSC full assessment, a team of independent auditors is contracted to undertake a highly 
detailed examination of each fishery across the three MSC principles 

• Sustainable fish stocks, 

• Minimising environmental impact; and

• Effective management

The assessment process takes around 12 months, is fully transparent and provides 
opportunities for stakeholder input. Information on each fishery going through full 
assessment is published on the MSC website. Visit “Track a Fishery” www.msc.org

In a world first, the recreational and commercial 
fishing sectors have worked collaboratively to enter 
the Peel-Harvey Blue Swimmer Crab fishery into MSC 
full assessment. Mandurah, just a one-hour drive from 
Perth, is a favourite spot to catch a feed of crabs for 
locals and holidaymakers. A small group of professional 
fishermen take great pride in selling their catch direct to 
local residents, visitors and restaurants, and to the Perth 
market. MSC certification expected June 2016.

The Mandurah Sea mullet is one of the most reasonably 
priced fish on the WA market, and is now appearing on 

leading restaurant menus. Certification expected  
March 2016

Margaret River Gourmet Escape official supplier:  
Bellbuoy Seafoods on behalf of the  

Mandurah Licenced Fishermen’s Association

Background images: Peel-Harvey Estuary, near Mandurah

PEEL-HARVEY BLUE SWIMMER CRAB

PEEL-HARVEY SEA MULLET

The local Crystal Crab is a species unique to WA and is  
harvested in waters stretching from Augusta to the Northern 
Territory Border. The West Coast Deep Sea Crab catch is 
limited by annual quota, is caught at depths of more than 
600m, and delivered live to both domestic and international 
markets. MSC certification expected March 2016.

Margaret River Gourmet Escape official supplier: 
Chaceon Pty Ltd www.chaceon.com.au

Background image: Indian Ocean

In another world first, WA and the Northern Territory’s 
Pearl Oyster fisheries have entered MSC full assessment. 

It is hoped, that by Christmas 2016, environmentally 
conscious fashion aficionados will be able to buy their 

first MSC-certified Australian South Sea Pearl. Other 
products of this fishery include pearl meat and the 

mother-of-pearl shell.

Margaret River Gourmet Escape official  
supplier of pearl meat:  

Paspaley www.paspaley.com

Background image: Coastline close to Broome

CRYSTAL CRAB

PEARLING



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
WA’s MSC seafood future: www.wamsc.com.au
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council: www.wafic.org.au
Marine Stewardship Council: www.msc.org
Department of Fisheries: www.fish.gov.au
Fisheries Research and Development Corporation: www.frdc.com.au
Recfishwest: www.recfishwest.org.au
Recipes: www.fishfiles.com.au

ABALONE  
Greenlip, Brownlip and Roe’s Abalone 
Margaret River Gourmet Escape official supplier: Lucky Bay 
Seafoods www.abalone.com.au on behalf of the WA Abalone 
Industry Association

KIMBERLEY TRAP FISHERY 
Red Emperor, Rankin cod, Goldband snapper, Saddletail snapper 
Margaret River Gourmet Escape official supplier: Old Brown Dog 
Fishing Company www.oldbrowndog.com.au

OCTOPUS 
Margaret River Gourmet Escape official supplier: Fremantle Octopus 
Company www.fremantleoctopus.com.au

Many more fisheries will enter the MSC program in the coming 
years. Three that have declared they will move into MSC full 
assessment within the next six months are:

http://www.abalone.com.au/
http://www.oldbrowndog.com.au
http://www.fremantleoctopus.com.au
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