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Former Labor Minister takes helm of WAFIC following AGM 
 
Kim Chance, a former State Government Minister for Fisheries, Agriculture and Food, Forestry, the 

Mid West and Wheatbelt and Great Southern under the Labor governments of Geoff Gallop and Alan 

Carpenter, was elected to Chair the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) yesterday. 

Members at WAFIC’s Annual General Meeting elected Mr Chance to replace Arno Verboon. Three 

director positions also up for election saw George Kailis and Bruce Cockman re-elected for another 

term and Abalone Industry Association Executive Officer Nathan Adams replace retiring director 

Kerry Rowe. 

In his final comments as Chair, Mr Verboon said the past two years at WAFIC had seen the 

organisation confront a period of significant change. He praised his fellow board members for their 

tireless efforts to improve the industry. 

“There is much to be said for unity,” he said. “I urge all members to work closely together for the sake 

of the broader fishing, pearling and aquaculture industry.” 

Mr Verboon said it had been a privilege to help guide WAFIC through a challenging period and to 

successfully host important events such as the recent national Seafood Directions Conference, 

considered by many to be the most successful event of its kind in Australia. 

In accepting his new position, Mr Chance thanked Mr Verboon for his contribution and said he 

wanted WAFIC to continue to build on the solid work it had already performed to build its community 

support base. 

Mr Chance said that although some observers did not compare the commercial fishing sector’s 

political power favourably with the 600,000 to 700,000 votes that could potentially be generated by 

the recreational fishing sector, the fact remained that about 2 million West Australians relied on the 

commercial sector for seafood. 

“My vision for WAFIC is to improve its ability to do what needs doing in order to increase the level of 

public support for the industry,” he said. “WAFIC’s role is to ensure that commercial fishing 

businesses remain viable.” 

Mr Chance said the key to achieving business viability was industry unity – a theme championed by 

his predecessor, Mr Verboon. 

“Unity is an outcome of transparency, honesty and accountability,” Mr Chance said. 

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison looked forward to working with Mr Chance. 
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