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WA shines at national awards closing Seafood Directions 2015
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chair Arno Verboon celebrated the end of the

 Seafood Directions 2015 conference in Perth in the same way he opened the national forum two days

 earlier - by encouraging the commercial fishing and seafood industry to work together to sell its story.

 Mr Verboon said it was crucial that the various commercial fisheries around the nation worked more
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 effectively to publicly promote their environmental stewardship of Australia's fish stocks.

 "Professional fishers already work to sustainably to manage fish stocks, their livelihoods rely on this," Mr

 Verboon said. "But what we all need to do better is communicate this to the seafood-loving public.

 "That's what we have tried to do over the course of the Seafood Directions conference."

 Mr Verboon also noted the accomplishments of WA participants in the seafood industry in the national

 Seafood Industry Awards that culminated Seafood Directions 2015 with a gala dinner.

 "The past two days have been a fantastic opportunity for industry, government, researchers and other

 stakeholders to network, share information about the fishing and seafood sector and to share our stories

 with the public," he said. "The gala dinner that officially closed the conference -- the National Seafood

 Industry Awards -- is the biggest industry event of its kind ever and just goes to show the level of support

 and interest in the industry." Read more here.

http://www.wafic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Media-statement-National-Seafood-Awards-2015.pdf?0663a5
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Prawn fisheries join sustainable fishery ranks
The Exmouth Gulf and Shark Bay prawn fisheries have received Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)
 certification, joining an elite group of fisheries recognised world-wide for their commitment to
 environmental sustainability. MSC head Rupert Howes (pictured centre) was joined by Shark Bay Prawn
 Trawler Operators Association executive officer Phil Bruce (left) and MG Kailis's George Kailis to make
 the announcement which kicked off the Seafood Directions 2015 conference. Read more here.

http://www.wafic.org.au/news/wa-prawn-fisheries-join-global-elite-of-sustainable-fisheries/


Legislative loophole costs Australian fishing and seafood industry millions each year
A legislative loophole is costing the Australian seafood industry millions in lost revenue from the lucrative
 restaurant and food service sector, the head of the Northern Territory Seafood Council (picured above at
 the National Seafood Industry Awards) has warned. Read more.

http://www.wafic.org.au/news/legislative-loophole-costs-australian-seafood-industry-millions-each-year/


Tough decisions necessary to protect fish
 stocks
The Federal Government’s Australian Fisheries Management Authority Chair, Norman Moore, has
 defended tough decision-making by government regulators to protect the long-term interests of both the
 fishing and seafood industry, and consumers. Read more here.

Fish plan aims to bring big benefits for Australia
Delegates at the Seafood Directions Conference in Perth heard how Australia’s national Fisheries
 Research and Development Corporation’s (FRDC) five-year Research, Development and
 Extension (RD&E) plan will deliver benefits for Australia’s fishing and aquaculture industries.

http://www.wafic.org.au/news/tough-decisions-are-necessary-to-protect-fish-stock-for-the-future-2/


 Read more.

Mixing oil and water
WA could learn a great deal from Scotland's

 professional fishermen about how to work

 effectively with the oil and gas industry. ABC

 reporter Richard Hudson (right) spoke to

 SETFIA's Simon Boag, Scottish Fishrmen's

 Federation CEO Bertie Armstrong and WAFIC

 CEO John Harrison about the issue. To read

 Bertie's view Read more.

UK fisheries expert
 highlights need for sound
 science
Tom Pickerell,  the technical director of Seafish

 UK, is interviewd by ABC reporter Joanna

 Prendergast. Mr Pickerell highlighted the

 importance of sound science in underpinning the

 effective management of commercial fisheries.

 Read more.

Expert provides overview of ‘ambitious’ program for WA fisheries
WA Department of Fisheries Certification Program manager Kim Walshe brought more than 35
 years experience to bear when he addressed Seafood Directions. Read more.

Consumers – like seafood – require a delicate touch
Overcoming consumer skepticism about the sustainability of commercial fisheries is one of the
 obstacles that challenges a successful seafood business. But creative approaches to telling the
 seafood story, effective branding and marketing, collaboration with influential chefs and TV
 personalities and the use of ‘feel-good’ third-party eco labels can help overcome this resistance
 and pave the way to success. Austral Fisheries’ Dylan Skinns shares his thoughts. Read more

http://www.wafic.org.au/news/fish-plan-aims-to-bring-big-benefits-for-australia/
http://www.wafic.org.au/news/scottish-fishermens-federation-explains-how-to-mix-oil-and-water/
http://www.wafic.org.au/news/uk-expert-highlights-need-for-sound-science/
http://www.wafic.org.au/news/expert-provides-overview-of-ambitious-program-for-wa-fisheries/
http://www.wafic.org.au/news/consumers-like-seafood-require-a-delicate-touch/


Aussie seafood industry needs a sustainably funded peak body
  

The Australian seafood industry is well-placed to grow and prosper, however to survive the many
 challenges it faces, it needs a sustainably funded industry peak body, according to the Chair of
 Australia’s National Seafood Industry Alliance (NSIA). GrahameTurk, who is also Chairman of Sydney
 Fish Market, said such a representative body would need to execute a tailored and compelling
 communications strategy that results in increased confidence and pride in Australian seafood. Read more
 here.

Vietnam has commercial opportunities for Australian 
 know-how
Vietnam, a global powerhouse in seafood exports, has potential that remains untapped and that
 represents significant commercial opportunity to Australian business. Read more.

http://www.wafic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/SD2015-Grahame-Turk.pdf?0663a5
http://www.wafic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/SD2015-Grahame-Turk.pdf?0663a5
http://www.wafic.org.au/news/vietnam-offers-commercial-opportunities-for-australian-fisheries-know-how/
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Walking Fish takes innovative approach
 to community support for seafood
Joshua Stoll, the co-founder of an innovative, award-winning fishermen’s cooperative in the United States

 ,believes that generating local community support is a key driver in maintaining small, viable fisheries.

 Read more here.

NSW expert says Hunter River has lessons to
 teach on habitat management
A NSW Department of Primary Industries expert tells the national Seafood Directions 2015
 Conference that the Hunter River is a good example of habitat rehabilitation that can potentially
 be used to underpin a national approach to habitat by the seafood industry. Read more

http://www.wafic.org.au/news/walking-fish-takes-innovative-approach-to-community-support-for-seafood/
http://www.wafic.org.au/news/nsw-expert-says-hunter-river-has-lessons-to-teach-on-habitat-management/
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WA example sets high standard: MSC head
The global head of the Marine Stewardship Council, Rupert Howes, told the Seafood Directions 2015

 conference that WA has an excellent international reputation for sustainable fisheries management.

 But more needs to be done to ensure global fish stocks are protected and future generations will be able

 to enjoy seafood. Read more here.

http://www.wafic.org.au/news/wa-example-sets-high-standard-says-marine-stewardship-council-chief/
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WWF urges others to follow WA fisheries
 lead
The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), one of the world’s most respected environmental conservation
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 organisations, has praised Australian fisheries and seafood companies working to demonstrate and

 promote sustainability. Read more here.

Collaboration offers a key to sharing the marine environment
Australia’s peak bodies representing the multi-billion dollar offshore oil and gas industry and the nation’s
 professional fishing sector have collaborated to minimise their impacts on each other in the shared
 marine environment. Read more.

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please
 email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try and include them in our next
 newsletter.

http://www.wafic.org.au/news/wwf-urges-others-to-follow-wa-fisheries-lead/
http://www.wafic.org.au/news/collaboration-offers-a-key-to-sharing-the-marine-environment/
mailto:cpo@wafic.org.au
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