




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In 2010 the Western Australian Government, through the Minister for Fisheries, introduced a 
package of reform measures into the commercial fishing industry designed to achieve a 
range of objectives. Principally the objectives were aimed at introducing enhanced industry 
consultation arrangements, efficiencies in the administration of Government/industry 
committee structures and a simplified, equitable commercial licence fee system. At the same 
time work commenced on the drafting of a new Fisheries Bill - the Aquatic Resources 
Management Act (ARMA) - to provide a "best practice" approach to managing WA's 
fisheries and aquatic resources. This Bill is also designed to provide more secure access 
rights to the commercial industry. 

The key change from the reform of funding arrangements was to alter the basis for 
commercial access fees from one based on cost recovery to one based on a percentage of 
Gross Value of Production (GVP) of each fishery. The details of this new funding model were 
contained in the Ministerial Policy Guideline (MPG) 21 (see Attachment 1). This contains a 
range of details about the new funding model and, in particular, specifies that generally the 
level of fees will be set at 5. 75% of the GVP of each industry sector, and further that the 
Department is to receive 5% of this total for its fisheries management functions while 0.5% is 
to be provided to WAFIC for industry representation and 0.25% to the FRDC to assist in 
funding research, development and extension activities. MPG 21 also required that a review 
of this funding model was to be undertaken within five years. 

This report details the outcomes of that review undertaken within the terms of reference 
contained in section 2. The terms of reference primarily address the implementation and 
efficacy of the new funding model as it relates to the Department and the commercial fishing 
industry, as well as addressing possible alternative options to the funding of WAFIC and 
considers the value of the FRDC contribution. 

The %GVP funding model was introduced to achieve a number of objectives including 
greater flexibility in the use of revenue to fisheries priority needs, improved equity in what 
fishers contribute through access fees and more certainty over funding levels for both the 
Department and WAFIC. 

The following is a summary of the principal findings and recommendations against the terms 
of reference. 

In terms of the overall implementation and efficacy of the new funding model, the review has 
found that implementation is substantially completed and that the model - with its three year 
averaging approach to GVP - has satisfied the above stated objectives. Thus it is 
recommended that: 

1. The access fee be maintained at 5.75% of each fishery's GVP, with contributions
equivalent to 0.5% of GVP to WAFIC and 0.25% of GVP to FRDC to remain.

2. The current level of access fee be retained at 5. 75% with the respective distributions
as stated above and as contained in the existing MPG 21, issued under the Fish
Resources Management Act 1994.
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