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Margaret River Gourmet Escape weekend proves a fine food and wine winner with the crowds
The attention of world-class chefs and international visitors to WA was focused on the State’s sensational
 seafood over the four-day course of the Margaret River Gourmet Escape recently.
An estimated crowd of up to 15,000 foodies, many of them international and interstate visitors, packed the
 grounds of the Leeuwin Estate in WA’s renowned Margaret River wine region to sample fine food and
 wine.

Big crowds sampled fine food and drink during the Margaret River Gourmet Escape weekend.

Culinary luminary Rick Stein, who was the celebrity chef for the WAFIC and MSC-sponsored Dinner on
 the Jetty – one of the event’s showcase features – declared Fremantle octopus the best he’d ever eaten.



Rick Stein visited the WAFIC stand during the event and spoke eloquently about the quality of WA seafood. 

The big crowds also voted with their feet by flooding to Incontro chef Peter Manifis’ stall to buy up samples
 of the three seafood dishes that featured in the WA Signature Dish final – Cone Bay Barramundi, Marron
 laksa and Shark Bay seafood broth.
 Famous chefs including Marco Pierre White, Shane Osborn, Guillaume Brahimi, Rick and Jack Stein,
 Matt Moran and Aaron Carr, the head chef at Vasse Felix – named ‘Chef of the Year’ in The West
 Australian Good Food Guide for 2015 – raved about the quality of WA’s locally produced seafood.
 Western Rock Lobster, Exmouth Gulf and Shark Bay prawns, Fremantle octopus, Dhufish, Pink snapper,
 King George whiting, Mandurah mullet  and ranched abalone all rated a special mention at various times
 throughout the weekend.

Mandurah Sea mullet was a perfect choice for barbecuing.

WAFIC Chief Executive John Harrison said WAFIC’s sponsorship of the event was justified by its success
 in highlighting the variety and quality of WA seafood to international chefs.
“This was too good an opportunity to pass up for the State’s commercial fishing industry,” he said.
“The Margaret River Gourmet Escape was a prime opportunity to educate famous chefs about the
 sustainability of the State’s fisheries and to encourage them to spruik WA seafood to discerning
 consumers.
“By offering these important visitors to WA really positive exposure to some of the best seafood in the
 world we hope they will pass the message on to their customers and clients.”



The Audi BBQ on the Beach showcased WA’s pristine environment to international visitors.

Mr Harrison said that satellite events to the MRGE, such as the Augusta Seafood Tour hosted by well-
loved WA chefs Don Hancey and Peter Manifis also provided a great platform for local seafood.

Chefs Peter Manifis (left) and Don Hancey used Fremantle sardines and Western Rock lobster.

Negotiations recommence on
 Small Pelagic Fishery 
The Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water
 Resources, Anne Ruston, has congratulated the
 commercial and recreational fishing sectors for
 recommencing negotiations on fishing
 operations in the Small Pelagic Fishery (SPF).
 Read more.

http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?u=fedcc86b78313c7863588ce2a&id=04c3593372&e=42ae995382


New Chair takes WAFIC helm
Kim Chance, a former State Government Minister for Fisheries, Agriculture and Food, Forestry,
 the Mid West and Wheatbelt, and Great Southern, under the Labor governments of Geoff Gallop
 and Alan Carpenter, was elected to Chair the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council
 (WAFIC).

Members at WAFIC’s Annual General Meeting elected Mr Chance to the Chair – replacing Arno
 Verboon. Three director positions also up for election saw George Kailis and Bruce Cockman re-
elected for another term and Abalone Industry Association Executive Officer Nathan Adams
 replace retiring director Kerry Rowe.

In his final comments as Chair, Mr Verboon said the past two years at WAFIC had seen the
 organisation confront a period of significant change. He praised his fellow board members for
 their tireless efforts to improve the industry.

“There is much to be said for unity,” he said. “I urge all members to work closely together for the
 sake of the broader fishing, pearling and aquaculture industry.”

Mr Verboon said it had been a privilege to help guide WAFIC through a challenging period and to
 successfully host important events such as the recent national Seafood Directions Conference,
 considered by many to be the most successful event of its kind in Australia.

In accepting his new position, Mr Chance thanked Mr Verboon for his contribution and said he
 wanted WAFIC to continue to build on the solid work it had already performed to build its
 community support base.

Mr Chance said that although some observers did not compare the commercial fishing sector’s
 political power favourably with the 600,000 to 700,000 votes that could potentially be generated
 by the recreational fishing sector, the fact was that about 2 million West Australians relied on the
 commercial sector for seafood.

“My vision for WAFIC is to improve its ability to do what needs doing in order to increase the level
 of public support for the industry,” he said. “WAFIC’s role is to ensure that commercial fishing
 businesses remain viable.”

Mr Chance said the key to achieving business viability was industry unity – a theme he
 acknowledged had been championed by his predecessor, Mr Verboon.



“Unity is an outcome of transparency, honesty and accountability,” he said.

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison, pictured left above, looked forward to working with
 Mr Chance, pictured right

Re-elected Board Directors Bruce Cockman, left, and George Kailis, centre, welcome the newest addition to

 the WAFIC team, Nathan Adams.

Marine Safety
 Update

November

Learning about the ‘NEW’ National Marine Safety System
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) has developed online training modules to help seafarers
 learn about the National System.
 As AMSA prepares to deliver a full range of regulatory services for the National System for domestic
 commercial vessels, eLearning modules are being developed to help you learn more about the new law
 and how it operates.
 You can access the National System eLearning modules through the AMSA Learning Centre. Go to:
 http://amsalearningcentre.e3learning.com.au/

http://amsalearningcentre.e3learning.com.au/


AMSA Fishing Industry Advisory Committee
 AMSA have established a Fishing Industry Advisory Committee meeting to provide a
 consultation forum between AMSA and members of the commercial fishing industry for
 vessel safety and operational matters.
 WAFIC CEO, John Harrison is member of this advisory committee.
 The inaugural meeting in May 2015 gave AMSA the opportunity to inform members of
 regulatory activity related to the National System, whilst Committee members provided
 updates about their local industry and discussed relevant regulations.
 This Advisory group will play a critical part in developing new and amended standards
 allowing new marine safety proposals to be tested on a small group of commercial fishing
 representatives, who cover the broad spectrum of fishing industry operations.
 The Committee will meet twice a year.

AMSA Technical Advisory Panel
 The primary role of having a Technical Advisory Panel (TAP) is to assist AMSA with
 technical interpretations and advice in order to ensure consistent application of the
 National Standards for Commercial Vessel (NSCV).
 Industry stakeholders can raise an issue through AMSA who will then assess the need for
 establishing a TAP on that issue.
 A TAP will be composed of technical experts drawn from industry, government, academic
 institutions and the community and will vary according to the subject matter under review.
 The size and composition of the TAP is determined by the nature and complexity of the
 issue, but in all cases will consist of not less than three members.
 Members are expected to hold formal qualifications within their field or work related
 qualifications, expertise and experience in their field. A TAP process will be determined by
 the matter at hand but in most instances is expected to be resolved within 10 working
 days of all information being brought to the TAP’s attention. The TAP is required to review
 the merit of the proposal or the issue, and make a brief formal report with a
 recommendation.
 More info : https://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/Publications/AMSA896.pdf

AMSA Advisory Notes and Guidance Notes for Industry
 The AMSA website provides a range of advisory and guidance notes across a vast range
 of subjects in regard to the National Marine Safety System rules and requirements.
  More info: https://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/domestic/forms/

Baston fires warning
 shot over ructions
 within commercial
 fishing industry
A vocal portion of the commercial fishing industry
 that want the right to fish recreationally from their
 commercial fishing vessels have been left with
 no uncertainty regarding the Fisheries Minister’s
 opposition to the idea.

https://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/Publications/AMSA896.pdf
https://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/domestic/forms/


  Addressing the Western Australian Fishing
 Industry Council’s (WAFIC) Annual General
 Meeting, Fisheries Minister Ken Baston
 recognised the issue was contentious in some
 parts of the fishing industry.

 To read more of Mr Baston's comments on this

 important issue Click here

Austral continues with strong
 winning streak in export awards
Austral Fisheries has continued its winning streak
 by winning the Agribusiness prize in the 2015
 Australian Export Awards. 
 Austral’s Dylan Skinner said the company, which
 supplies a variety of quality seafood, including
 the prized Patagonian toothfish, to high-end
 restaurants around the world, overcame stiff
 competition to win the prize. 
 The win, the only one for Western Australia in
 the 2015 National Export Awards, follows earlier
 successes for Austral this year in the WA
 Industry and Export Awards and the State
 Seafood Industry Awards. 
 The Australian Export Awards is a national
 program that recognises the achievements of
 Australian companies engaged in international
 business. 

http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/ministerunequivocaloverrecreationalfishingfromcommercialvessels.docx?
function now() {
    [native code]
}


Chefs Peter Manifis (left) and 2015 WA Signature Dish campaign winner  Jerolina Rankin share a
 lighthearted moment during the tense cook-off.

Shark Bay seafood takes prize as 2015 WA Signature Dish
An enthusiastic crowd of foodies and other bon vivants, including a famous international restaurateur and
 WA-based celebrity chef and renowned food critic Matt Preston watched four amateur chefs stretch their
 culinary skills to the limit in the cook-off to produce this year’s WA Signature Dish.
The West Australian newspaper’s food writer Rob Broadfield compered the tense kitchen struggle held on
 the main stage of the Margaret River Gourmet Escape village sprawling over the verdant lawns of the
 Leeuwin Estate winery. Read more here.

See below for the finished dish produced by Jerolina. The judges said it was a close contest but were

 unanimous in declaring the Shark Bay seafood dish the winner.

http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/151122mediastatementseafoodtakescentrestageas2015wasignaturedishatgour....pdf


Big fine for taking egg-

Minister continues 
 Cockburn Sound crab
 fishery closure
Fisheries Minister Ken Baston wrote to WAFIC

 recently advising that the Cockburn Sound Crab



carrying female and
 protected lobsters 
A 36-year-old man, Michael John Pereira from
 Serpentine, has been ordered to pay $5,669 in
 fines and penalties for not only taking totally
 protected rock lobsters, but also removing the
 majority of a female lobster’s egg-carrying
 appendages. Read more here.

 Fishery would remain closed for 2015-16.

 Mr Baston said a recently completed assessment of

 the Blue Swimmer Crab Fishery in Cockburn Sound

 by teh Department of Fisheries had revealed that

 stocks remanined at very low levels. 

 Mr Baston said no significant recovery of the fishery

 was expected in teh short to medium term and that

 thre abundance of juvenile and residual crabs was

 well below historic levels. Read more here.

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please
 email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try and include them in our next
 newsletter.
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