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Seafood offers regional flavour at Fremantle 
Seafood Festival  

Prize-winning chef Peter Manifis and his team will produce a range of sensational seafood 

tastings during the upcoming Fremantle Seafood Festival as part of WAFIC's bid to highlight 

the quality of locally-caught WA seafood to the public. 



The new approach to WAFIC's involvement in the event  follows its Board's approval of a 

sponsorship deal with the Festival organisers for the two-day event on February 27-28. 

WAFIC CEO John Harrison said the coming event would have more attractions and was 

expected to be bigger than last year's event -- which hosted a crowd of about 12,000. 

“Organisers plan to run the event along the Bathers Beach foreshore and in and around the 

Fremantle Fishing Boat Harbour and predict they will attract a crowd of about 20,000,” he 

said. 

“WAFIC plans to help stage a number of events, including a regional fisheries tasting area, 

that will showcase the magnificent seafood caught by local WA fishers. We intend to charge a 

gold coin donation for the samples and Peter Manifis and his team will also produce more 

substantial seafood dishes for sale." 

WAFIC will host a stand near Bathers Beach House and will also provide activities for 

children and offer a range of educational and promotional material to the public about WA's 

commercial fisheries, pearling and aquaculture sectors. 
   

 

   

State Government agrees to 
increase mackerel harvest 

   

WA’s Minister for Fisheries has agreed to an industry request for a 10 per cent increase in 

the harvest capacity of Area 1 of the Mackerel Managed Fishery. 

WAFIC wrote to the Department of Fisheries in October last year regarding amendments to 

the Mackerel Managed Fishery Management Plan 2011. 

In replying, the Department’s Director of Aquatic Management, Lindsay Joll, said that close 

consideration was given to Fisheries Management Paper (FMP) No. 271 'Harvest Strategy 

Policy and Operational Guidelines for the Aquatic Resources of WA, when reviewing the 

mackerel fishery’s management plan. 

Mr Joll said the FMP detailed the overarching policy for development of formal harvest 

strategies for commercial fisheries. 

“Under this policy, harvest strategies for management areas or zones within a fishery may 

also set out specific annual 'harvest level' review processes,” he told WAFIC in his letter. 

“Over time it is anticipated that formal harvest strategy policy documents will be developed for 

all commercial fisheries, with priority currently being given to fisheries that have committed to 

the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) third party certification process.” 

Mr Joll advised WAFIC that although a formal harvest strategy document for the Mackerel 



Fishery was yet to be developed, the Department had considered the industry request for an 

increase in the catch capacity. 

“As a result of this assessment, a 10 per cent increase in the capacity of Area 1 Class A units 

was proposed by the Department on the basis of Area 1 licence holders operating within 

acceptable effort levels and effectively utilising the existing capacity (i.e. 95% usage in 

2014),” he said.  

The Department was confident that the 10 per cent increase would not pose an unacceptable 

risk to the sustainability of stocks or adversely impact on available catches in Areas 2 or 3 of 

the fishery. 

   

 

 

Department completes probe into Cockburn fish kill 
event 

WA's Department of Fisheries recently completed its investigation into a fishkill incident in 

Cockburn Sound that left hundreds of dead fish on the beaches of Garden Island and 

sparked a spate of public health warnings. 

A multi-agency team including the Department of Health, the Department of Environmental 

Regulationand the Department of Water as well as DoF carried out a systemic and 

comprehensive investigation following initial reports of the incident in late November. 

For the full report click here 
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Chris Battel comes aboard as new AMSA liaison for 
WA 

Chris Battel is the Australian Maritime Safety Authority’s (AMSA) new liaison officer in WA and will 

provide advice and expertise to vessel operators and crew about their legal safety obligations as 

he helps ensure a seamless transition to the new National System for marine safety. 

WAFIC caught up with Chris recently and he told us that although his focus would be on WA’s 

domestic commercial fleet, his work would also feed into a coordinated network of Liaison Officers 

working across Australian states and territories. 

The role also involves delivering information to assist industry members with the development of 

their Safety Management Systems, as well as seeking feedback and ideas that may assist AMSA 

to provide service delivery that is relevant and practical for industry. 

“The role is as much about listening to industry as it is about providing information,” Chris said. 

“AMSA places a lot of importance on working with industry to make sure that future initiatives are 



actually relevant and practical.” 

Chris has spent most of his life in Perth. He spent five years with the Royal Australian Navy and 

the last seven years managing a Perth-based company that had oversight of marine projects at 

Gorgon, Wheatstone and INPEX as well as other interstate and international locations. 

With more than 20 years’ experience in customer service, business development and general 

management roles, Chris places a lot of importance on continuous improvement and finding ways 

to make the client experience one to remember. 

He also acknowledges that achieving this requires close working relationships with people and 

organisations locally, regionally and across the state. 

“WAFIC is an example where, as a key ally, they provide assistance to get the right information to 

the right people. I’m looking forward to a continued close relationship with WAFIC and its 

membership,” he said. 

“I’m also happy to be working with state services, particularly the Department of Transport and the 

Department of Fisheries,” he said. 

Chris says he has plans to continue offering AMSA’s risk and safety management workshops in 

regional areas and looks forward to exploring ways of engaging industry members on other 

matters as they arise. 

He can be contacted by emailing chris.battel@amsa.gov.au or by callin AMSA Connect (02) 6279 

5000. 
   

 

 

Public comment 
sought on 
hammerhead sharks 
plan  

The Federal Department of the 

Environment is seeking comment on a 

proposal to declare an approved wildlife 

trade operation on the commercial 

harvest of hammerhead sharks. 

The Department said the existing 

commercial catch of three species, Great, 

Scalloped and Smooth hammerhead 

sharks, was already approved under the 

EPBC Act. 

The proposed change is administrative in 

nature and does not seek to change the 

management of commercial fisheries that 

harvest hammerhead sharks. Public 

comments are open until 26 February. 

For more information click here. 
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Productivity inquiry considers 

marine fisheries and 

aquaculture 

   

The National Seafood Industry Alliance 

(NSIA) has welcomed the Federal 

Government’s Productivity Commission 

launch of a public inquiry into marine 

fisheries and aquaculture. 

This inquiry will consider if there are 

opportunities to improve fisheries regulations 

without compromising fishery policy and 

environmental objectives. 

The issues paper which can be found by 

clicking on this link covers a range of issues 

on which the Commission will seek 

information and feedback, and is intended to 

help applicants in preparing a submission. 

 

To read more from the NSIA on this 

issue, click here. 

 

 

   

Australia Day honours seafood industry 
contributors 

WAFIC congratulates all those recognised in the 2016 Australia Day Honours – particularly 

those who have made significant contributions to the commercial fishing and seafood 

industry. 

“The following list highlights the quality and range of people who have worked tirelessly and 

made significant contributions to both the State and National seafood industry,” WAFIC Chief 

Executive John Harrison said. 

 

OFFICER (AO) IN THE GENERAL DIVISION OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 

   

 Mr Brian William EASTON – worked on the Department of Fisheries Aquatic 

Advisory Committee. For distinguished service to conservation and the 

environment through leadership roles with a range of organisations, to public 

administration in Western Australia, and to aged care. 

 

MEMBER (AM) IN THE GENERAL DIVISION OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 
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 Mr Peter DUNDAS-SMITH – Executive Director of the Fisheries Research 

Development Corporation, Chair Seafood CRC. For significant service to the 

fishing, aquaculture and seafood industries through innovation, research and 

development. 

 Dr Michael Anthony GARDNER – Chair Queensland Seafood Industry Council 

and Queensland Fisheries Advisory Committee. For significant service to cardio-

thoracic medicine as a surgeon and teacher in Australia and overseas, and to 

professional medical groups. 

 The Honourable Norman Frederick MOORE – Chair Australian Fisheries 

Management Authority and former WA Minister for Fisheries. For significant 

service to the Parliament of Western Australia through a range of portfolio 

responsibilities, to education, and to the community. 

 Dr Bruce James STANDEN – Deputy Chair OceanWatch and Independent 

Director, Sydney Fish Markets. For significant service to primary industry, 

particularly to agricultural economics, sustainability, and research. 

 Mr Grahame Richard TURK – Chair and former Managing Director Sydney Fish 

Market and former Chair National Seafood Industry Alliance. For significant 

service to the seafood and fisheries industry through leadership roles, and to the 

development and sustainability of the sector. 

 

MEDAL (OAM) OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA IN THE GENERAL DIVISION 

   

 Mr Steven James MOON – Project Manager, Crown of Thorns Starfish Control 

Program and President Dive Queensland. For service to marine environment 

preservation. 

   

 

 

 

Marine 
Safety 
Update 

   

Progress Report – New WA Work Safety 
Legislation 

In 2010 all the Ministers around Australia responsible for workplace safety agreed to 

‘harmonise’ the laws applied to industry to reduce duplications, reduce cost, reduce red tape 

and increase safety. 

They agreed that the Commonwealth would establish a set of national model Workplace 



Health & Safety (WHS) laws for each state to implement over time. 

In August 2014, the WA Government released a State version of the national model WHS 

laws for public comment. It received 50 submissions, including one from WAFIC. 

The submissions identified areas of potential improvement, and it was decided that some 

further modifications were required. 

While the Act provides the overarching principles of workplace safety laws, the Regulations 

provide the more specific details for the various industries and procedures. 

WorkSafe will be undertaking a review of the model WHS Regulations to identify where they 

can be modified to minimise prescription and reduce red tape, keeping the burden of 

compliance at an acceptable level.  

Once the review is complete, a public consultation process will occur so that all participants in 

WA workplaces have the opportunity for input into the new legal framework. 

For more information, please click here.  

 

Other issues canvassed in this month's safety update include: 

Six month countdown to mandatory safety management systems on all  vessels 

Compliance check with national marine safety standards 

Updated forms from the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, and, 

A review of dive regulations by SafeWork Australian. 

  

For the full report,  click here. 
   

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing 

industry, please email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try 

and include them in our next newsletter. 
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