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WA company Austral blazes trail as world’s first ‘carbon neutral’ commercial fishing business 
 

Western Australia’s Austral Fisheries, famed for supplying prized Patagonian toothfish from the sub- 
Antarctic waters of the great Southern Ocean to high-class diners around the world, continues to 
demonstrate its commitment to sustainability by announcing today, it has been certified as carbon 
neutral under the Australian Government Carbon Neutral Program. 

 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chief Executive John Harrison applauded 
Austral’s initiative and said announcing this world-first for a seafood business was particularly 
relevant on 11 March – Sustainable Seafood Day. 

 
Mr Harrison said that Austral underwent a rigorous independent audit process to determine the 
carbon footprint of its operations and then set about purchasing carbon offsets to support planting 
native trees to cover all of the company’s emissions from 1 January 2016. 

 

“I understand that about 190,000 trees were planted in WA’s Wheatbelt region, as the program to 
offset Austral’s estimated 27,422 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions for 2016,” Mr Harrison said. 

 
“This project is being managed by Carbon Neutral Pty Ltd and I am advised that this is the only 
Australian Gold Standard carbon offset project currently in operation.” 

 
Mr Harrison said Austral was a fantastic example of a responsible corporate citizen within both the 
WA and national commercial fishing sectors. 

 
“Austral has a proven track record of caring for the environment. The company embraced the Marine 
Stewardship Council’s (MSC) independent third-party assessment process for certification against 
the world’s most rigorous benchmark for sustainability,” he said. 

 
“The company has worked with the likes of the eco-warrior organisation Sea Shepherd to stamp out 
pirates who illegally poach and fish on the high seas and now they are walking the walk, not just 
talking the talk, by operating as a fully carbon neutral commercial fishing operation. 

 

“I would urge all commercial fishing businesses to emulate Austral as best they can, this is a 
company that is a credit to the industry and to Western Australia.” 

 
Click on this link to read the full Austral media statement. 
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