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Baston caves to pressure and burns commercial fishing industry – again. 
 

Kim Chance, the independent Chair of the WA Fishing Industry Council, says Fisheries 
Minister Ken Baston’s refusal to allow a fish trap trial in the Gascoyne has massive 
implications for other State fisheries heavily reliant on the use of traps. 
 
Flabbergasted by the decision, Mr Chance, a former Fisheries Minister, said Mr Baston had 
caved into political pressure spearheaded by National Party MP Vince Catania, who had led 
a campaign heavily reliant on misinformation and fear tactics to oppose the proposal. 
 
Mr Chance said professional fishers in the Gascoyne Demersal Scalefish Fishery (GDSF) 
had sought the trial of fish traps to address the growing issue of sharks predating on 
commercial line-caught fish before they could be landed. 
 
Trap fishing would also spread supply over a longer period for consumer benefit and 
satisfaction and secure better employment prospects for skippers and crew on board fishing 
vessels and shore based jobs supporting the GDSF in Carnarvon and elsewhere along the 
Gascoyne coast. 
 
Commercial fishers in the quota-based fishery argue that the use of traps – which are 
already used very successfully in similar Pilbara and Kimberley commercial fisheries – 
would limit wastage.  
 
Allowing professional fishers to use traps would have the spin-off advantage of leaving more 
fish in the water to the immediate benefit of recreational fishers and the medium to long-
terms benefit of fish stocks. 
 
Department of Fisheries research, including extensive video evidence, on the use of traps in 
the area reveals they pose no more threat to the environment than current wet-line fishing 
methods. 
 
The Department’s research found: 
 

• Traps caught no more fish if left fishing for a long time than they did in the first 20 
minutes of use 

• Fragile hard corals do not occur in depths greater than 40m where snapper 
school; therefore hard coral reefs were not risked by commercial fishers using 
traps 

• Gorgonians, the most fragile of the benthic organisms, were more plentiful on the 
grounds trapped heavily in recent years (at the time of the research) than on the 
grounds that were not 



 

• Fish traps landed on the bottom quite gently. When retrieved, the drag affected 
traps such that they did not plough through the bottom, but glided in the water 
and rarely made contact with the sea floor. 
 

Mr Chance said the Minister’s rejection of the trap trial was the second time he had gone 
against commercial fishing interests based on politics and not science – the previous 
occasion being when he decided to close the South Coast G-trap herring fishery. 
 
“In making this decision, the Minister has sided with those claiming fish traps pose a serious 
environmental threat to reefs and coral ecosystems, despite scientific research from his own 
Department that demonstrates otherwise,” Mr Chance said. 
 
“The potential flow-on effects of this decision are profound for something like WA’s western 
rock lobster fishery, which contributes an estimated $400million to the State’s economy 
annually and is completely reliant on the use of pots, or traps. 
 
“The Minister’s decision also flies in the face of years of experience in Pilbara and Kimberley 
fisheries where commercial fish traps are used to supply consumers across WA and 
interstate with fresh, high-quality seafood. 
 
“If he will cave into pressure from one group making unsubstantiated and misinformed 
allegations about the use of fish traps, how long before another group raises the same 
questions in relation to a different fishery?” 
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