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Industry rebuts Minister’s concerns about fish trap trial  
 
In announcing his decision to deny a trial of fish traps by commercial fishers in the 
Gascoyne, Fisheries Minister Ken Baston made special note of some “specific 
concerns”.  
 
The Minister’s concerns are reprinted below in italics and WAFIC’s response to 
those concerns follows immediately in bold type. WAFIC’s response can be 
attributed to WAFIC Chair Kim Chance. 
 

 the potential for a change in commercial catch composition to include a greater 
percentage of recreationally important non-pink snapper demersal scalefish  

 
Catch composition under a trap trial was going to be an integral part of the data 
collection and analysis process during the trial. We need the trap trial to proceed to 
enable assessment of any catch change using an alternate method.  

 

 the potential for trap fishing to occur in areas of high importance to the 
recreational fishing sector 

 
WAFIC’s submission to the DoF and Minister provided a clear pathway forward for 
spatial separation and this would have avoided about 98% of the areas used by the 
recreational sector and no trapping would have occurred in areas of high importance 
to the recreational sector. WAFIC also suggested a cap on trap numbers per vessel 
during the trial. But both these points have been totally ignored by Minister Baston. 

 

 no available independent data regarding the extent of shark predation of 
recreational and commercial catches  

 
There is no data of any sort for this apart from the myriad of reports from the 
commercial, recreational and charter sectors about the high level of fish lost to shark 
predation. 

 

 the lack of a formal harvest strategy for the Gascoyne Demersal Scalefish 
Fishery. 

 
The recently completed Marine Stewardship Council independent certification pre-
assessment of the GDSF noted the following: 
 



 

Goldband snapper. 
Unpublished information supplied by the WA Department of Fisheries indicates that a 
well described and cohesive harvest strategy is in place for the GDSF Goldband 
snapper stock. 
 
Pink Snapper. 
A well described and cohesive harvest strategy is in place for the GDSF pink snapper 
stock, including a clearly defined and measurable sustainability management 
objective (spawning biomass maintained at or above 40%B); a robust model-based 
stock assessment approach; and appropriate reference points, decision rules and 
management actions (adjustment of TACC and recreational catch limits or fishery 
closure) that are responsive to the state of the stock and are achieving the rebuilding 

objective.  
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