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A professional diver diver works on a wild catch harvest of greenlip abalone near Augusta.

Abalone, Pilbara and Kimberley fisheries up
 the ante with MSC push
Western Australia’s wild catch abalone fishery, along with the Pilbara and Kimberley trap fisheries are set
 to undertake the Marine Stewardship Council’s (MSC) full assessment process with a view to certification
 as sustainably managed fisheries.
 WAFIC Chief Executive Office John Harrison said the three fisheries had all recently signed contracts
 seeking certification.
 It will take 12-18 months for the fisheries to be fully assessed by an independent, third party consultant
 appointed by the MSC – which is recognised internationally as setting the world’s best practice
 benchmark for sustainable fisheries management.
 “WA has a global reputation for the quality of its fisheries’ management,” John said.
 “The State’s rock lobster fishery was the world’s first to achieve MSC certification in 2000 and also the
 first to subsequently be re-certified three times.



 “WA-based company Austral has also been MSC certified for the Glacier 51 toothfish it catches in the
 sub-Antarctic waters of the Southern Ocean and for its Skull Island prawns that are caught in
 Commonwealth waters around northern Australia.
 “Late last year the State’s two biggest prawn fisheries, Shark Bay Wild and Exmouth Gulf, also gained
 MSC certification and we expect that WA’s pearl fishery and the Peel Harvey Estuarine fishery – the first
 combined recreational and commercial fishery in the world to apply for full assessment – will achieve
 certification in the very near future.
 “So it is extremely gratifying to see that another three of the State’s 47 commercial fisheries raising the
 bar for sustainable fisheries management.
 “Achieving MSC certification gives seafood consumers and the broader community confidence that the
 relevant fishery is managed to world’s best practice in terms of the environment and the long-term
 sustainability and viability of stocks.
 “It adds assurance to the almost nine out of 10 seafood consumers who do not catch their own fish that
 the seafood products they buy, like Red emperor, Goldband snapper, Saddletail snapper and Rankin cod,
 as well as wild catch abalone are harvested to the highest quality standards.”
 In September 2012, the State Government, in partnership with WAFIC, announced a $14.5million MSC
 initiative designed to help every commercial fishery in WA gain independent third party sustainability
 certification. More information about the MSC initiative can be found at http://www.wamsc.com.au

Members of the NSIA forum with Senator Anne Ruston, centre.

Australian seafood leaders commit to developing
 national peak body
Extensive talks occurred over two days in Adelaide during the United Seafood Industry Forum opened by
 the Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, Senator Anne Ruston.
“Unanimous agreement was reached on the need to develop a new national peak body for the Australian
 seafood industry (wildcatch, aquaculture and post harvest) by business leaders,” said National Seafood
 Industry Alliance (NSIA) Chair Katherine Winchester.

http://www.wamsc.com.au/


“A taskforce, with agreed terms of reference, was formed and will establish a structure and funding model
 for the body within 3 months of its first meeting.
“The group unanimously supported Martin Exel of Austral Fisheries to chair the taskforce, and it was
 agreed that communications will be distributed to the wider seafood industry following each meeting of
 the taskforce.”
The industry-led forum was co-chaired by Stuart Richey of Richey Fishing Company, and Jonas Woolford
 of the Abalone Industry Association.
Stuart Richey said the forum decided to progress with establishing a national peak body and would meet
 again in three months time to discuss and agree upon recommendations from the taskforce.
Jonas Woolford said it was encouraging to see innovative and progressive business leaders engage and
 commit to developing an Australian seafood industry body.
The forum follows extensive nation-wide industry consultation, and the release of a progress report in
 February 2016.
The United Seafood Industries project is commissioned by the National Seafood Industry Alliance, and
 funded by the Australian Government. Inovact Consulting are the project managers of this project, and
 will provide administrative support to the taskforce.

Bruce Cockman talks
 safety with maritime
 watchdog
WAFIC Director Bruce Cockman takes a look at
 safety at sea for a small fishing operation in the
 latest edition of Working Boats, an Australian
 Maritime Safety Authority magazine.
 Bruce, a long-time lobster and wet-line fisher
 operating out of Dongara on WA’s mid-west
 coast, describes how the safety culture of his
 operation has evolved over the years.
 He notes that as WA’s commercial fishing fleet
 has shrunk over time and that he can sometimes
 go weeks without seeing another fishing vessel,
 it has become more important to drill his crew in
 appropriate safety drills and emergency
 responses. Click on this link to read more.

Spanish authorities impose penalties against
 illegal fishing operators
Australia’s federal government has congratulated Spanish authorities for taking action against several
 Spanish nationals and companies involved in illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing in the
 Southern Ocean. 
Two intensive investigations by Spain’s Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment and the Spanish
 Civil Guard’s Environmental Protection Service have resulted in penalties being imposed in one and
 charges being laid in another for a range of criminal offences including IUU fishing, environmental crimes,
 money-laundering, fraud and operating under an organised criminal group structure. 
In a joint media media statement, the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection Peter Dutton and
 Senator Anne Ruston, the Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, applauded Spanish

https://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/Publications/working-boats-summer2016.pdf


 authorities. 
They said that Australian agencies, including the Australian Fisheries Management Authority and the
 Australian Border Force, will continue to support Spanish authorities in their investigations. 
This includes working through INTERPOL and by providing information gathered during recent Australian
 boardings of the IUU vessels with links to Spanish nationals. 
Under Operation Sparrow, an intensive investigation into numerous Spanish companies and more than 20
 individuals, penalties amounting to €16.75 million were imposed as well as fishing bans from between five
 to 23 years and prohibitions on obtaining subsidies or government support from five to 26 years. 
Operation Yuyus has so far resulted in six individuals being arrested. Several more are under
 investigation, five business offices and homes were recently searched with money and assets seized. 
Mr Dutton said the results demonstrated the importance of continued international cooperation in targeting
 IUU fishing, protecting natural resources, stopping illegal activity and fighting organised crime. 
Senator Ruston said it was great to see Spain at the forefront of efforts to combat IUU fishing. 
"IUU fishing threatens the sustainability of marine resources and Spain’s strong actions have dealt a
 severe blow to this large criminal network," she said. 
More information on how the Australian Government is combatting IUU fishing can be found at

afma.gov.au

Albany Festival a hit with Easter crowds
WAFIC was pleased to participate in the 2016 Albany Festival of the Sea at the Duyfken Boatshed on
 Easter Saturday.
 And so were the crowds of almost 2000 people who attended the iconic event despite steady rain
 throughout the day.
 The weather may have driven the public indoors, but the entertainment provided by celebrity chef Peter
 Manifis and local fisher Grahame Sell kept them happy until the fish supply was exhausted in late
 afternoon.
 Lesser known and locally produced fish species were the heroes of the festival.  Creative dishes featuring
 the likes of bonito, nannygai, sardines and Australian salmon appeared in continuous filleting and cooking
 demonstrations on the WAFIC cookery stage throughout the day.
 Peter was particularly informative during his cooking demonstrations as he espoused the variety and
 usefulness of local seafood produced by Albany’s sustainable heritage fisheries.
 WAFIC secured naming rights over the main stage as well, with the massive WAFIC banner providing a
 backdrop to an excellent line-up of local performances.
 It was a cracker of a community event with locals and Easter visitors enjoying a superb array of local
 seafood delicacies, a great representation of south coast wines, and a friendly education from WAFIC

http://www.afma.gov.au/


 staff, connecting the dots from the rave reviews of the seafood back to our commercial fishermen.
 WAFIC took every opportunity to foster these important conversations and set the record straight on
 sustainable fishing practices throughout the state as well as enjoying being part of the local fishing
 community.
 Festival organiser Jenny Rickerby declared the festival a great success and said more than 1800 people
 attended with particular interest shown in the cooking demonstrations.
 She said the festival’s obvious benefits to industry included providing an entertaining forum for local
 seafood (and other) businesses to promote their products to new clients, increasing public awareness of
 lesser known and underutilised fish species, celebrating and acknowledging local professional fishers and
 advertising local seafood businesses.
 Benefits to the community included increased education and awareness about the commercial fishing
 industry and the part it plays in the social and economic fabric of WA’s community, promotion of the
 health benefits of seafood and information about how to use lesser known fish species, improved
 awareness of different cultures and the way they use seafood and better information about the
 businesses, organisations and government departments involved in the industry.
 “There was great deal of goodwill and public support for the fishing industry generated on the weekend,”
 Jenny said.
 “We also generated a lot of media support in leading up to the Festival. It was advertised through the
 Great Southern Weekender and the Albany Advertiser, we had interviews in two local radio stations and
 we promoted it thought posters and programs distributed in businesses, motels and caravan parks in the
 Albany region.”
 Jenny said a post event survey of participants indicated they would all be attending next year. Follow this
 link to view highlights of the Festival.

New insight into great white shark behaviour
A seven-year shark monitoring research program has provided a wealth of valuable data on white shark
 activity off the Western Australian coast.
 Fisheries Minister Joe Francis said the $3 million State Government-funded project recorded nearly
 180,000 shark detections by receivers from Ningaloo to Esperance.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WW1goLMclBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WW1goLMclBY


 Read more by clicking here.

Marine Safety
 Update

APRIL
This month's safety update urges WAFIC members to take advantage of safety workshops that will be run
 by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority in early May. These free workshops offer an important
 opportunity for those who work on commercial vessels to develop effective safety management systems.
 In addition, this update also looks at electrical hazards and the use of reversible life rafts.
Click here for the full update.

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please
 email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try and include them in our next
 newsletter.
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