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Fisheries Minister burns industry over Gascoyne fish trap proposal
Kim Chance, the independent Chair of the WA Fishing Industry Council, says Fisheries Minister Ken



 Baston’s refusal to allow a fish trap trial in the Gascoyne has massive implications for other State
 fisheries heavily reliant on the use of traps.
 Flabbergasted by the decision, Mr Chance, a former Fisheries Minister, said Mr Baston had caved into
 political pressure spearheaded by National Party MP Vince Catania, who had led a campaign that
 used misinformation and fear tactics to oppose the proposal. 
 Mr Chance said professional fishers in the Gascoyne Demersal Scalefish Fishery (GDSF) had sought the
 trial of fish traps to address the growing issue of sharks predating on commercial line-caught fish before
 they could be landed. 
 Trap fishing would also spread supply over a longer period for consumer benefit and satisfaction and
 secure better employment prospects for skippers and crew on board fishing vessels and shore based
 jobs supporting the GDSF in Carnarvon and elsewhere along the Gascoyne coast.
 Commercial fishers in the quota-based fishery argue that the use of traps – which are already used very
 successfully in similar Pilbara and Kimberley commercial fisheries – would limit wastage.
 Allowing professional fishers to use traps would have the spin-off advantage of leaving more fish in the
 water to the immediate benefit of recreational fishers and the medium to long-terms benefit of fish stocks.
 Department of Fisheries research, including extensive video evidence, on the use of traps in the area
 reveals they pose no more threat to the environment than current wet-line fishing methods.

 The Department’s research found:

 Traps caught no more fish if left fishing for a long time than they did in the first 20 minutes of use
Fragile hard corals do not occur in depths greater than 40m where snapper school; therefore hard
 coral reefs were not risked by commercial fishers using traps
Gorgonians, the most fragile of the benthic organisms, were more plentiful on the grounds trapped
 heavily in recent years (at the time of the research) than on the grounds that were not
Fish traps landed on the bottom quite gently. When retrieved, the drag affected traps such that
 they did not plough through the bottom, but glided in the water and rarely made contact with the
 sea floor.

Mr Chance said the Minister’s rejection of the trap trial was the second time he had gone against
 commercial fishing interests based on politics and not science – the previous occasion being when he
 decided to close the South Coast G-trap herring fishery.

“In making this decision, the Minister has sided with those claiming fish traps pose a serious
 environmental threat to reefs and coral ecosystems, despite scientific research from his own Department
 that demonstrates otherwise,” Mr Chance said.
 “The potential flow-on effects of this decision are profound for something like WA’s western rock lobster
 fishery, which contributes an estimated $400million to the State’s economy annually and is completely
 reliant on the use of pots, or traps.
 “The Minister’s decision also flies in the face of years of experience in Pilbara and Kimberley fisheries
 where commercial fish traps are used to supply consumers across WA and interstate with fresh, high-
quality seafood.
 “If he will cave into pressure from one group making unsubstantiated and misinformed allegations about
 the use of fish traps, how long before another group raises the same questions in relation to a different
 fishery?”



Austral blazes trail as world’s first carbon neutral seafood business
Western Australia’s Austral Fisheries, famed for supplying prized Patagonian toothfish from the sub-
 Antarctic waters of the great Southern Ocean to high-class diners around the world, continues to
 demonstrate its commitment to sustainability.
 Austral CEO David Carter, pictured above, fronted a diverse crowd of industry stalwarts, past and present
 State and Federal politicians (including Foreign Affairs Minister Julie Bishop), representatives from the
 conservation movement, media and others at a special launch on 11 March to announce how
 his company became the world's first 'carbon neutral' seafood business.
 WAFIC CEO John Harrison applauded the achievement, declaring Austral a shining example of corporate
 citizenship within both the State and national commercial fishing industry.
In achieving its carbon neutral status, Austral underwent a rigorous independent audit process to
 determine the carbon footprint of its operations and then set about purchasing carbon offsets to support
 planting native trees to cover all of the company’s emissions from 1 January 2016.
Read More Here or click on the following for a video produced by Austral. Austral's Carbon Neutral fish

Shark Bay skippers get
 ready for prawn season
The Shark Bay Prawn Fishery's 18 skippers will
 meet in late March in Perth and Carnarvon for
 their pre-season briefing in preparation for the
 start of the season on 4 April.
 For the second year, the season has been
 slightly delayed to maintain the size and quality
 of prawns.
 In 2015, approximately 2000t of prawns were
 caught, making the Shark Bay Prawn Fishery

Desert research project
 grows fish, fuel
World Fishing & Aquaculture has reported that
 the world’s first research facility to grow both
 food and fuel, using desert lands irrigated by
 seawater has begun operations.
 A two hectare research facility in Masdar City in
 Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates – operated by
 the Masdar Institute of Science and Technology
 and funded by the Sustainable Bioenergy
 Research Consortium (SBRC) – uses coastal

http://www.wafic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/160310-Media-Statement-Austral-leads-way-as-worlds-first-carbon-neutral-fishing-business.pdf?9ca3b0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5q67yTsntk


 WA’s biggest producer.
 The fishery gained Marine Stewardship Council
 (MSC) certification last October, so the coming
 season will be the first year of operation under
 the MSC principles established for the fishery.
 Felicity Horn joined the Shark Bay Prawn
 Trawler Operators’ Association, taking over as
 Executive Officer from Phil Bruce. Phil will
 continue to play a role in the prawn industry at a
 National level.

 seawater to raise fish and shrimp for food.
 Nutrient-rich wastewater from the growing ponds
 then fertilises plants rich in oils that can be
 harvested for aviation biofuel production. The
 salt-tolerant halophyte plants thrive in arid,
 desert conditions and don’t require fresh water
 or arable land to grow.
 To read more about the groundbreaking project
 please click here.

Independent panel set up to review South Coast commercial fisheries
The Department of Fisheries has established an independent advisory panel to review the level of access
 to a number of commercial fisheries on WA’s South Coast. 
 WAFIC Chief Executive John Harrison said the review of the South Coast Commercial Fish Trap, G Net
 and Open Access Line, Net and Squid Jig fisheries aimed to bring their management arrangements into
 line with other WA fisheries. 
 “For various reasons, these South Coast fisheries have historically operated under informal and open
 access regimes – arrangements that provided commercial fishers with no security of access to the
 resource,” Mr Harrison said. 
 “Hypothetically, under the current system a Fisheries Minister could simply sign a piece of paper and
 deny commercial fishers access to these particular fisheries. 
 “WAFIC does not suggest that is a likely scenario, but we take the position that it makes sense to support
 management arrangements that ensure security of access to the resource.” 
 Mr Harrison said WAFIC made a comprehensive submission on behalf of industry to the Department of
 Fisheries when it sought input for the independent panel proposal. 
 The panel is made up of well-respected fisheries experts Ian Taylor, Ian Cartwright and Graeme Stewart
 and is expected to consider issues such as the current biological and economic status of the fisheries,
 fishing efforts within individual fisheries, latent effort and the most appropriate criteria for determining
 access to the relevant fisheries under proposed new management arrangements. 
 Mr Harrison said the panel consulted with WAFIC and industry at a series of meetings this month in
 Esperance, Albany, Augusta and Perth.

http://www.worldfishing.net/news101/fish-farming/operations-begin-at-desert-facility-for-growing-food-and-fuel?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRonu6rMde%2FhmjTEU5z16uwqWKGzi4kz2EFye%2BLIHETpodcMSsFlMq%2BTFAwTG5toziV8R7jNL81kzcwQUxjr


Slavery issue highlights seafood industry’s sense of social responsibility
Recent reports of slavery in the Thai fishing industry and media coverage of the labour abuse of
 fishermen has highlighted an emerging global trend for supply chains to demonstrate that they
 source seafood from ethical and socially responsible producers.
The Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC) already incorporates labour issues under its standard
 for certification and the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) is coming under increasing pressure
 to add social responsibility to its standard.
But despite widespread condemnation of slavery and other labour abuses, some existing MSC
 certified fisheries worry that going down this path, and including social accountability to the MSC
 audit mix, will increase costs and potentially divert the focus of the MSC standard from resource
 sustainability.
Recognising the importance of this issue has seen the Association of Sustainable Fisheries (ASF)
– of which WAFIC is a foundation member – take action.
The ASF, which represents the interests of MSC-certified fisheries globally, has commissioned
 Mike Mitchell, a former senior executive responsible for corporate social responsibility and
 technical standards at Young’s Seafood, to review the issue.
Mr Mitchell has been asked to identify the regulatory environment, including existing laws,
 standards, best practices, red line issues and risk assessment tools for making verifiable claims
 to retailers that existing MSC certified fisheries are ‘low risk’.
WAFIC Chief Executive John Harrison said UK industry body Seafish had worked in this area for
 some time and its ‘responsible fishing program’ potentially offered an alternative scheme or
 partnership opportunity with the MSC or ASF.
"Mr Mitchell is due to finalise his report before the ASF holds its annual general meeting in
 Brussels in late April,” Mr Harrison said.
 "So pending that report – and given the speed with which this issue continues to evolve – it is
 important for Western Australia’s commercial fishing industry and WAFIC to seriously consider



 how they can best feed into the ASF AGM next month.”

Indonesia sinks IUU fishing vessel Viking
The recent sinking of a pirate fishing vessel, the Viking, by Indonesian authorities is a significant milestone
 in the fight against illegal fishing and slave labour on the high seas.
 Australia’s Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, Anne Ruston, announced the sinking
 of the Viking, a notorious illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) vessel, last week.
 She said the Viking, the last active Southern Ocean IUU vessel, had ransacked fish resources for many
 years. But its poaching activities came to an end on 14 March when it was ‘buried at sea’ by Indonesia’s
 Ministry for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries.
 Prior to its sinking, the Viking had been arrested on 26 February in Indonesian waters near the Riau
 Islands before it was escorted to port for inspection by authorities.
 WAFIC Chief Executive John Harrison said the Viking and other notorious fish poacher vessels such as
 Thunder – scuttled off Africa’s coast last year following a long chase by the eco-warrior group Sea
 Shepherd and Austral Fisheries – had plagued legitimate fisheries for too long.
 “It is good to see multi-national momentum building to stamp out illegal fishing and related issues such as
 slave labour,” Mr Harrison said.
 Senator Ruston said Australian authorities, such as the Australian Fisheries Management Authority
 (AFMA), had collaborated with their Indonesian counterparts to achieve the latest result with the Viking.
 “Australia works closely with its international counterparts, as part of the Regional Plan of Action, a
 multinational plan that encourages collaboration to detect and deter IUU fishing,” she said.
 “IUU fishing harms the sustainability of marine resources and Indonesia’s actions will serve as a strong
 deterrent against other IUU operators seeking to plunder our marine resources.”

From ocean to plate - the importance of a traceable supply chain
Seafood fraud – the selling of seafood products with a misleading label, description or promise – has
 become a widespread form of food fraud.
 In fact, a recent global analysis suggested that on average 30 per cent of seafood products are
 misdescribed or mislabelled.
 Although it is possible for seafood to become unintentionally mixed at various points in the supply chain,
 mislabelling threatens the bottom line of honest fishers and seafood traders.
 It also undermines the progress being made by sustainable fisheries and can allow illegal and
 unregulated fishing practices to go undetected.
 The world’s leading certification body for sustainable fisheries management, the Marine Stewardship
 Council (MSC), believes that a traceable supply chain plays a crucial role in helping to deliver healthy
 oceans and in providing consumers with confidence that MSC labelled seafood comes from a sustainable
 source.
Click here to read all about the MSC’s latest push to promote a fully traceable seafood supply chain.

https://www.msc.org/documents/chain-of-custody-documents/from-ocean-to-plate


Marine Safety
 Update

Have your say on proposed changes to certificates of competency

Consultation closes on 31 March 2016.
AMSA is proposing changes to Part D of the National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV) and
 Marine Order 505, affecting certificate of competency requirements.
The proposed changes are based on advice from the domestic commercial vessel industry during working
 groups to look at how AMSA could improve regulations for industry.
To find out more about this and other marine safety-related matters, please follow this link.

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please
 email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try and include them in our next
 newsletter.
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