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Fisheries Minister Joe Francis announces MSC certification for tWA's Deep Sea Crab Fishery.

Deep Sea Crab fishery gains blue-ribbon
benchmark for sustainability
Western Australia’s Deep Sea Crab fishery is the latest of the State’s 47 commercial fisheries to gain
Marine Stewardship Council certification for sustainable management. 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chief Executive Officer John Harrison said the deep
sea crab fishers’ push to gain MSC certification demonstrated growing traction of the State Government’s
$14.5million MSC initiative.



"It is extremely satisfying to see the Deep Sea Crab fishery join WA’s Western Rock Lobster fishery,
Exmouth Gulf and Shark Bay prawn fisheries, the Peel Harvey Blue Swimmer Crab and sea mullet
fisheries and the Macquarie and Heard Island Patagonian toothfish fishery in achieving MSC certification,"
Mr Harrison said.
Read more here.

Industry welcomes inaugural aquaculture forum
The Marine Fishfarmers Association has congratulated seven of the State
Government's regional development commissions for holding the inaugural WA State
Aquaculture Forum recently.

Association spokesperson Erica
Starling said the fourm determined that a ten year development plan was required to
develop a large scale aquaculture industry in WA.

This plan would require a commitment by the State Government of $20 -
$50million over the ten year period and a simple and clear pathway, led by industry is
necessary.

"With wild fisheries at their peak and aquaculture now providing more than 50 per cent
(and increasing) of the worldwide seafood trade there is no doubt that there is no time
to lose in the further development of the aquaculture industry in WA," Ms Starling said.

"Australia currently imports approximately 75 per cent of its  seafood. Large-
scale development of WA aquaculture will provide regional jobs, state and regional
revenue and an increased level of food security."

Ms Starling said that the State Aquaculture Forum was the brain child of the
Kimberley, Pilbara, Gascoyne, Mid West, Wheatbelt, Great Southern and Goldfields-
Esperance Development Commissions.

The organisation and resourcing of the Forum included the Development
Commissions, WA Fisheries and the Aquaculture Council of WA.

The 150 Forum attendees heard from a number of local and interstate industry sector
leaders including from emerging sectors in WA such as abalone and finfish
aquaculture and more established aquaculture sectors on the east coast of Australia
such as abalone and salmon.

http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/160721-mediastatement-deepseacrabachievesmsccertification.pdf


Claude Ricciardi, left, and Errol Sporer carry out some fisheries research on Saucer scallops.

Boutique fishery harvests Rottnest's bounty
More than three years on from a heatwave that devastated the Rottnest Island scallop fishery and signs of
a succulent revival are at hand for the seafood delicacy.
One Sea Director Clayton Nelson said there was emerging confidence that following completion of a
scallop stock survey, 2016 might see the prized shellfish back on local menus.
“Scallops are notoriously sensitive to the weather, and the last three years of warmer sea temperatures
caused by the marine heatwave along WA’s coast had a big impact on the scallop fishery,” Clayton said.
“That led to the decision to close the fishery and allow the stocks to rebuild. Sustainability is our
paramount concern.
“Each year we work in close partnership with scientists from the Department of Fisheries and survey the
stock several times to ensure it is at optimum quality before we open the season.”
Clayton said that ongoing monitoring throughout the scallop season was also carried out to ensure that
stocks were not stressed or overfished.
“Traditionally we close the season sometime in October when we first detect the scallops are starting to
spawn, but this year we have worked with departmental scientists to collect brood stock from the fishery to
examine species health.



“During the course of these surveys we have found that the Rottnest stock is showing strong signs of
recovery, which means we could soon see them back on the menu.”
One Sea Pty Ltd is a small Western Australian fishing company harvesting Rottnest Island Scallops,
Geographe Bay Scallops, Rottnest Island King Prawns, whiting and flathead.
It is the ultimate boutique wild fishery.
When fishing, the skipper and crew will return to Fremantle’s Fishing Boat Harbour by mid-morning to
hand over their harvest for processing.
It is delivered the same day, to restaurants and retailers and delivered by air the next day to Eastern
states markets.
To see a video of this unique business click here.

National seafood body moves to next phase
The second United Seafood Industries (USI) Forum was held last week and participants were unanimous
in their agreement to consult widely with industry on the plan to form a national peak body.
The proposal outline from the Forum can be downloaded from the United Seafood Industries website.
USI Forum Chair, Stuart Richey, of Richey Fishing Company, has written a note about the outcomes of
the second Forum, which can be read by clicking here.
During the forum, Veronica Papacosta, of Sydney Fresh Seafood, was appointed Chair of the newly
formed Implementation Group.
Inovact Consulting will assist the Implementation Group as it heads industry consultations and seeks
commitments from industry businesses to join the peak body.

http://onesea.com.au/about_us/sustainable_fishing.phtml
http://inovact.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=27dddc33640de2c3e10da382b6d4859c&i=32A40A1A282


SFF's Chief Executive Bertie Armstrong, left, with John Harrison and Ian Laidlaw.

WAFIC visits allies in Scottish Fishermen’s Federation

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison visited the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) earlier 
this month looking to pick up pointers for establishing a commercial services company to engage with the 
oil industry in Western Australia.
Over the past couple of years, the SFF has worked with the Australian fishing industry and regional 
government to share its knowledge and experience of the mutually beneficial partnership it has developed 
with the UK oil and gas sector.
Meeting with SFF chief executive Bertie Armstrong and Steven Alexander, managing director of SFF 
Services Ltd (SFFSL), the commercial wing of the SFF, John Harrison said: “WAFIC is very interested in 
adopting a version of the SFF’s in-house company.
“I am grateful to the SFF for being so obliging in sharing its experiences of fishing-oil interaction in UK 
waters.”
 Mr Amrstrong said the SFF and SFF Services we pleased to share the experiences of engaging and 
building up relationships with the oil and gas industry over the past 40 years.
“We recognise what has worked well and not so well and  this experience should help WAFIC avoid some 
of the pain and conflict which was prevalent in UK continental shelf waters in the early days,” he said.
"In our view, the establishment of SFF Services 30 years ago made a major contribution to minimising 
conflict by establishing and nurturing an excellent long-term working relationship between the Scots 
fishing industry and the offshore oil and gas sector.”



SFF Services provides offshore marine industries with a range of both vessel and personnel services.
This benefits the offshore energy sector and the marine environment.
It has also helped secure the future of Scottish fishing by keeping the fleet viable during a period when
fundamental restructuring of fisheries management had dramatically reduced fishing opportunities in order
to steadily rebuild fish stocks.
 More than 500 different fishing vessels have undertaken work (more than 80,000 days at sea) through
SFFSL since 2001.

Aquaculture training and
research examined
Public comment is sought on a State
Government review into the infrastructure
and services that support WA’s aquaculture
industry.
In a joint statement with Fisheries Minister
Joe Francis, Training and Workforce
Development Minister Liza Harvey said the
review examined how to ensure the ongoing
viability of the aquaculture sector and the
training and workforce development to
support its operations.
The report recommends the State’s
subsidised aquaculture research, advisory
and fish stock supply services should be
delivered under a new funding and
governance structure.
“The review’s recommendations include a
model for aquaculture activities that ensures
WA has the right expertise and modern
facilities for sustainable training and
research,” she said.
Click here for more.

AFMA moves to strengthen
seabird safety
Being followed by an albatross is considered to
bring good luck to mariners but the birds
themselves aren’t always so lucky when trying to
pick up a free feed from fishing boats.
To better protect seabirds from fishing gear, the
Australian Fisheries Management Authority
(AFMA) has worked with the fishing industry to
develop new devices for fishers to use.
Following successful sea trials of two new
devices led by the South East Trawl Fishing
Industry Association (SETFIA) and the Great
Australian Bight Fishing Industry Association
(GABFIA), AFMA has approved two new seabird
mitigation devices, the “bird baffler” and
“sprayer”.
The sea trials showed dramatic reduction in
seabird interactions when using either of these
two devices.
Read more here.

Marine Safety
Update

Click here to read the full safety update for July

http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/harveyfrancisaquaculturereview.pdf
http://www.afma.gov.au/afma-moves-strengthen-seabird-safety/
http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/waficsafetyupdate-july2016.pdf


CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please
email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try and include them in our next
newsletter.
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