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Fremantle Octopus spreads export tentacles to Mauritius and Rodrigues 
 

West Australian company Octopus Technologies Pty Ltd has embarked on a pilot project with the 
Australian High Commission in Mauritius and Rodrigues to help ensure sustainable fisheries and 
food security for the Indian Ocean nation. 
 
Octopus Technologies Managing Director Ross Cammilleri visited Mauritius to launch the project 
recently following introductions by Australian High Commissioner Susan Coles to key business 
contacts in the island nation. 
 
With the aid of a $57,000 Australian Government grant, Mr Cammilleri established the pilot project 
using his company’s innovative octopus trigger trap technology to help local fishers catch octopus 
in a sustainable and eco-friendly way. 
   
WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison welcomed reports of the project’s successful launch 
and said it would help ensure longer-term food security in Mauritius. The project also had big 
implications for the export of skills and expertise from WA’s commercial fishing sector. 
 
“Octopus is a good source of rich, easily accessible protein,” Mr Harrison said. “Using better 
technologies that also help to ensure the protection of the environment, is a guaranteed way of 
helping to improve the lives of local communities in Mauritius. 
 
“Additionally, the export of skills, technology and intellectual property gives the Australian seafood 
industry an extra, potentially extremely lucrative, source of income.” 
 
Mr Harrison was impressed with the way the local company had gone from strength to strength. 
 
“It wasn’t that long ago that octopus was considered by most people as only good for bait,” he said. 
“Now, Fremantle Octopus has world-famous chefs praising their octopus and they are exporting 
seafood into top restaurants in New York. 
 
“And all this is happening while they demonstrate, by their own example, the commitment of WA’s 
professional fishers to the principles of sustainability and environmental responsibility.” 
 
Mr Cammilleri said the pilot project was a great example of economic diplomacy in action and said 
he was proud that working with the Australian High Commission had led to such a great result.  
 
Media contact: 
John Duffy 
Mobile: 0417 932 985 
Email: cpo@wafic.org.au 

 

 

 

mailto:cpo@wafic.org.au

