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Independent panel will review South Coast commercial fisheries 
 
The Department of Fisheries has established an independent advisory panel to review the 
level of access to a number of commercial fisheries on WA’s South Coast. 
 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council Chief Executive John Harrison said the review 
of the South Coast Commercial Fish Trap, G Net and Open Access Line, Net and Squid Jig 
fisheries aimed to bring their management arrangements into line with other WA fisheries. 
 
“For various reasons, these South Coast fisheries have historically operated under informal 
and open access regimes – arrangements that provided commercial fishers with no security 
of access to the resource,” Mr Harrison said. 
 
“Hypothetically, under the current system a Fisheries Minister could simply sign a piece of 
paper and deny commercial fishers access to these particular fisheries. 
 
“WAFIC does not suggest that is a likely scenario, but we take the position that it makes 
sense to support management arrangements that ensure security of access to the 
resource.” 
 
Mr Harrison said WAFIC made a comprehensive submission on behalf of industry to the 
Department of Fisheries when it sought input for the independent panel proposal. 
 
The panel is made up of well-respected fisheries experts Ian Taylor, Ian Cartwright and 
Graeme Stewart. 
 
“It is expected to consider issues such as the current biological and economic status of the 
fisheries, current levels of fishing efforts within individual fisheries, latent effort and the most 
appropriate criteria for determining access to the relevant fisheries under proposed new 
management arrangements,” Mr Harrison said. 
 
“The panel will consult with WAFIC and industry at a series of meetings this month in 
Esperance, Albany, Augusta and Perth and we will await its draft report with interest.” 
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