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Common sense allows retention of prized Mahi Mahi by swordfish operator  
 
Western Australia’s only swordfish and yellowfin tuna operator in the Western Tuna 
and Billfish fishery (WTBF) can now retain more Mahi Mahi as a by-catch rather 
than having to return dozens of dead fish to the sea. 
 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council Chief Executive Officer John Harrison 
today applauded the decision by State and Federal regulators that allow Fremantle-
based operator Ray Davies to reduce the wastage of by-catch of the prized eating 
species. 
 
“Until now, Ray has only been able to keep 10 fish per trip that are caught as a 
result of by-catch,” Mr Harrison said. “This is despite the fact that sometimes dozens 
hook up on his longlines for Yellowfin Tuna and swordfish. 
 
“When that happens he has no choice but to return the dead Mahi Mahi catch to the 
sea. But under the new rules, Ray can take up to 200 fish per trip.” 
 
Mr Harrison said that WAFIC had pushed for the change following talks with the WA 
Department of Fisheries which has an interest in the WTBF under the conditions of 
the offshore constitutional settlement (OCS). 
 
WAFIC also consulted with Recfishwest on the issue. 
 
“WAFIC is very aware that Mahi Mahi is a species prized by recreational fishers and 
so took early steps to engage with that sector and provide assurances that the take 
of Mahi Mahi by Ray would not affect local fishing grounds,” Mr Harrison said. 
 
“He operates in Commonwealth waters between 200-300 nautical miles off the 
coast. His interaction with recreational fishers is minimal and he goes nowhere near 
the Rottnest fish aggregation zones that are commonly fished by recreational fishers 
for Mahi Mahi.” 
 
Mr Harrison was pleased Recfishwest had supported a minor amendment to the 
WTBF regulations allowing an upper limit of 200 fish to be retained per vessel, per 
trip in order to prevent the wastage caused by incidental by-catch. 
 



 

Ray Davies applauded WAFIC for its work in pursuing the issue and tying up what 
was a loose end in the old OCS arrangements between the State and 
Commonwealth. 
 
“It’s great news to finally have it resolved and to have the ability to develop a 
consistent supply of this species to local markets and give consumers more 
opportunities to sample this excellent seafood,” he said. 
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