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Seafood consumers winners with whiting harvest from Mandurah fishery 

A surge in the recruitment of yellowfin whiting in the Peel-Harvey region over the 
past few years has seen professional fishers increase catches of the prized fish and 
supplying them to the plates of seafood lovers. 

Commercial fishers were told during the annual management meeting of the Peel
Harvey Estuary Finfish Fishery yesterday that Department of Fisheries' 
management measures ensured the sustainability of the fishery. 

Fishers and staff from the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) 
were presented with departmental research into the stock levels that demonstrated 
the whiting stock was in good condition. 

Recent higher catches were attributed to the strong recruitment of fish spawned by 
the heatwave of 2010-11. And a departmental officer predicted that high catches 
would continue for at least another couple of years as the ocean off WA's coast 
warmed further. 

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison said the news was very positive for 
lovers of fine seafood. 

'There is a robust process that commercial fishers and the Department of Fisheries 
adhere to in order to ensure sustainable harvest of yellowfin whiting from the 
fishery," Mr Harrison said. 

"It is my understanding that a high-level stock assessment commenced in mid-2015 
and it is due for completion in 2017, to support the Peel-Harvey Estuary Finfish 
Harvest Strategy. 

"The preliminary results are very encouraging regarding the strength of the stocks 
and mean that there is enough fish for everyone - both commercial and recreational 
fishers. 

"Both sectors are able to enjoy a spawning peak driven by environmental factors, 
which is probably about the only good news story for fisheries arising out of the 
2010-11 heatwave and ongoing global warming. 
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