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Parliamentary hopeful’s approach to fishery licence buy-out ‘inappropriate’ 
 
Parliamentary wanna-be Zak Kirkup ought to balance his facts before attempting to 
make political capital out of Recfishwest’s campaign against commercial catches of 
yellowfin whiting in the Peel-Harvey region. 
 
The Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) is sympathetic to the offer 
by Mr Kirkup – a Liberal Party candidate for the seat of Dawesville in the coming 
State election – to work with local commercial fishers on a potential licence buy-
back scheme. 
 
But Mr Kirkup needs to be very careful about linking his agenda to a push by 
Recfishwest to reduce commercial fishing effort in the Peel-Harvey regions. 
 
WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison has utterly rejected Mr Kirkup’s 
attempt to link the increased commercial catch of yellowfin whiting in Peel-Harvey to 
changes in the catch ratio of blue swimmer crabs between the commercial and 
recreational fishing sectors in the region. 
 
“The two issues are in no way related and trying to link them is completely 
inappropriate,” Mr Harrison said. 
 
Mr Harrison said that despite changes in the ratio of the Blue Swimmer Crabs catch 
between the commercial and the recreational fishing sectors in the Peel-Harvey 
region, the crab fishery was completely sustainable. 
 
“Earlier this year, this fishery was the first in the world to achieve the Marine 
Stewardship Council’s (MSC) internationally recognised blue-ribbon stamp of 
sustainability for a joint commercial-recreational fishery,” he said. 
 
“That MSC certification was achieved by both fishing sectors working together. So 
why would Mr Kirkup now use Recfishwest supplied data about two distinct fisheries 
to try and draw some inference about their respective sustainability? 
 
“And why would he go public with this issue without talking to WAFIC? 
 



 

Mr Harrison also found it disturbing that in mounting his argument, Mr Kirkup 
bragged about his involvement in a government buy-out of commercial fishing 
licences in Broome’s iconic Roebuck Bay. 
 
“Professional fishers who caught local barramundi and threadfin salmon helped 
provide a unique Kimberley experience to tourists and other visitors to Broome’s 
hotels, restaurants and eateries,” he said. 
 
“Broome now has to be supplied seafood from interstate or overseas – hardly the 
‘extraordinary’ experience bragged about by WA’s Tourism Commission.” 
 
Mr Harrison said Mr Kirkup would need to take a very carefully balanced approach 
to his petition because if it was too successful in prompting a widespread buy-back 
of commercial licences, the ultimate losers would be the more than nine out of every 
10 people in WA who rely on commercial fishers to catch their seafood. 
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