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Recfishwest ignores science in fish-grab bid 
 
A social media campaign attempting to create public pressure over the commercial catch of 
yellowfin whiting in the Peel-Harvey region is completely at odds with Department of 
Fisheries research demonstrating the fishery is sustainable. 
 
Fisheries staff presented the data from ongoing research of the yellowfin whiting stocks at 
recent meetings with Recfishwest, the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) 
and the Mandurah Licensed Professional Fishermen’s Association. 
 
WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison was dismayed at the Recfishwest campaign 
launched over the weekend which appeared designed to reduce professional fishing effort 
in the region. 
 
The campaign’s messaging targeting the amount of the commercial catch was particularly 
disturbing given Recfishwest has admitted it has no idea of the annual recreational catch of 
whiting – a popular target species for anglers. 
 
“WAFIC does not dispute that the commercial catch has increased substantially since the 
heatwave of 2010-11. This is because of departmental research showing stock levels are 
high enough to sustainably support this level of commercial catch.” 
 
Mr Harrison said that unlike recreational fishers, commercial fishers submitted formal catch 
reports to the Department of Fisheries and operated under a closely monitored harvest 
strategy that ensures the sustainability of fish stocks. 
 
“Considering how many recreational fishers there are in WA – and the popularity of the 
Peel-Harvey and Mandurah region as a recreational fishing destination – it is easy to see 
that the recreational catch could far exceed the commercial catch. But there is no current 
mechanism to measure the recreational catch. 
 
“It is very hard to see why Recfishwest is complaining about the size of the commercial 
harvest when their own members are catching more whiting than ever. 
 
“Recfishwest should accept that this is actually a good news story for all involved and stop 
muddying the waters by using selective information to play politics with a highly sustainable 
fishery that benefits both recreational and commercial fishers.” 
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