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High tech scopes focus on illegal fishing 

Department of Fisheries officers have gone high-tech to combat illegal fishing activities at the opening of 

the recreational rock lobster season. 

Jurien Supervising Fisheries and Marine Office Dan Oswald said Operation Bagana, in WA’s Mid-West, 

was using long-range telescopes linked to cameras to monito the activities of fishers. 

“The equipment our officers are using is quite incredible,” Dan said. 

“The range of the scopes extends into the kilometres and we can see how many lobsters are pulled from 

pots, we can see the floats, vessel numbers – all the evidence we need to get a successful conviction.” 

The Department is also using the highly visible Variable Message Sign (VMS) around the region, which 

can be remotely programmed to display a variety of fishing messages and advice. 

Dan said one of the VMS’s key messages was “Don’t risk your boat” which refers to the potential seizure 

and forfeiture of vessels from owners caught breaching fishing rules or interfering with commercial fishing 

gear. 

Mr Oswald said the department had seized a high-profile vessel last season and after a successful 

prosecution it was now used as an education tool various boat ramps and other locations to remind people 

of the potential consequences of breaking the rules. 

http://link.wafic.org.au/m/1/12364049/02-b16334-43f4d4c91cca467699031682022ff066/1/639/89c59a18-14f7-475b-a0f1-5797661afc81


 

Mid-West/Gascoyne Compliance Manager Mick Kelly explained that, whilst fishers may not see officers 

checking their catch at the boat ramp, they could still be keeping a close eye on them. 

“Our officers are using long range scopes linked to cameras to monitor fishers as they pull pots,” he said. 

“We are targeting any fishers pulling excess pots, or interfering with gear that is not theirs.” 

Anyone with information about illegal fishing activities is urged not to get involved, but to carefully observe 

what they see and call FishWatch on 1800 815 507. 
   

 

   

Fishers donate seafood for Dirk Hartog anniversary 

In recognition of the Dutch explorer's landing on Dirk Hartog Island 400 years ago, Shark Bay Shire and 

the State Government held a festival of events during October to commemorate this significant 

anniversary. 

As part of an impressive line-up of events, the Shark Bay Prawn Trawler Operators’ Association 

(SBPTOA) donated MSC certified prawns and their scallops, squid and cuttlefish for the Premier’s VIP 

function held in Denham's Discovery Centre. 

SBPTOA Executive Officer Felicity Horn said the event was a great opportunity to support the Shire of 

Shark Bay in their role as host and to showcase the range of seafood caught by the Shark Bay Prawn 

Fishery. 

Abacus Fisheries’ crab cakes were also served at the event. 

Local Shark Bay Beach Seine and Mesh Net Fishery licence holders also served up their mullet and 

whiting for the public on the foreshore and attracted a massive crowd. 

The Department of Fisheries had a strong presence on the closing ceremony day with a stand displaying 

information on our sustainable commercial fisheries and the third party certification process with the 

Marine Stewardship Council. 
   



 

  
 

  

Research studies seismic survey impact on fisheries 

A new study, exploring the impact of seismic air gun exposure on rock lobsters and scallops in their 

natural habitat, may have big implications for the impact of seismic surveys on Western Australian 

fisheries. 

The Fisheries Research Development Corporation (FRDC) funded the study carried out by the University 

of Tasmania’s Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies in conjunction with Curtin University’s Centre for 

Marine Science and Technology. 

The study was commissioned in response to fishing industry concerns about the impact of seismic 

surveys to disturb, harm or even kill fisheries species. 

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison said that although the study focussed on specific species in 

the southeast Australian fisheries, its findings were relevant to WA. 

“Scallops and lobsters are important target species in WA fisheries,” Mr Harrison said. 

“I understand that substantial overlap exists between important fishing grounds and areas of interest for oil 

and gas exploration and that there is a need to share the marine environment. 

“But if, as this study appears to indicate, there is a risk to fisheries from seismic surveys, then much more 

intensive research needs to occur.” 

Mr Harrison said that outside the most recent report, there had been few dedicated studies of the effects 

of marine seismic surveys on invertebrates. 

“A key species of concern in WA is the Silverlip Pearl Oyster,” he said. 

“WA has the only known wild stocks of this species in the world and we believe that oil and gas 

exploration companies should be able to demonstrate that there is no risk to fisheries when undertaking 

their survey activities.” 

You can view the full FRDC-funded report by clicking: 

Final Report - 2012-008-DLD - Assessing the impact of marine seismic surveys on southeast Australian scallop 

and lobster fisheries 
      

Seafood sector in good 
hands with future leaders 

Australia’s seafood industry is in great hands 

following the graduation of 16 candidates from an 

eight-month National Seafood Industry 

Leadership Program that culminated in Canberra 

this month. Read more here. 
      

State biosecurity strategy 
designed  to protect WA 

Protecting WA’s valuable agriculture and food 

sectors (including fisheries), environmental 

biodiversity, lifestyle and social amenity has been 

strengthened with the launch of the State 

Biosecurity Strategy. Read more here. 
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Fremantle Octopus's Asher Flynn, left, and Richard Buczak at the national export awards. 
   



 

Fremantle Octopus wins export award 

Fremantle Octopus recently joined the ranks of recognised industry leaders when it won the small 

business category of the Western Australian Industry and Export Awards. 

The awards are the State's most prestigious business awards and acknowledge the hard work and 

enterprise of some of WA’s most innovative companies. 

The win automatically placed the company, represented by Asher Flynn and Richard Buczak (pictured 

above), as a finalist in the national export awards held in Brisbane last week. 

Mr Buczak said it was a thrill to win the State small business award and a great achievement of make the 

finals of the national awards. 

“This is a testament to the hard work and commitment of everyone in the company and just goes to show 

what can be achieved when we work as a team to deliver a world-class product,” he said. 

“It wasn’t that long ago that most people thought of octopus as simply another type of bait. 

“But WA octopus is now sought after by top chefs around the world and we supply export markets in 

countries such as the United States, Singapore and the United Arab Emirates.” 

The Fremantle Octopus product range includes premium raw octopus which is produced using a unique 

tenderizing freezing process and then vacuum sealed for freshness. 

The company also supplies marinated octopus products that are distributed in jars and buckets and aimed 

at the retail market. 
   

 

 

Trio take passion for seafood in a new direction 

A decades long love affair with professional fishing has taken a new tack for brothers Ian and Perry 

Ricciardi and their cousin Ian Gumina. 

Perry, pictured above, said that despite loving the challenges and rewards of professional fishing he had 

recently felt it was time for change. 

It was a sentiment echoed by his brother and cousin. 

So the dynamic trio abandoned their lobster-fishing careers and set out to take on the seafood retail world 

by refurbishing two stores in the Hamiltion Hill Shopping Centre. 

The result of the makeover is Ricciardi’s Fresh Fish Market – an appealing fishmongers’ that is already 



 

attracting strong custom and filling an obvious niche market. 

“We’ve been open about two weeks and are starting to generate a bit of traffic,” Ian said modestly. 

The store itself is light and airy with an interesting montage of fishing images – including a larger than life 

image of the Ricciardi patricarch – stencilled onto the shopfront windows as well as a photo of their lobster 

boat. 

Images of Fremantle’s Fishing Boat Harbour round out the vista. Inside the shop there is a broad and 

artful display of locally caught Western Australian species as well as other Australian seafood such as 

Tasmanian salmon. 

Some of the sensational seafood on display includes Marine Stewardship Certified (MSC) Shark Bay 

prawns which are caught by the shop owners’ own boats – a guarantee of freshness and quality. 

“We aim to supply everyone with fresh and sustainable seafood,” Ian said. “Come and visit.” 
   

Red tape reduction simplifies fish size limits on catches 

The Department of Fisheries has begun a major review of all finfish size limits a across Western Australia 

has part of ongoing efforts to reduce red tape. 

Policy and Strategic Services Director Nathan Harrison said the science-based review was designed to 

boost the sustainable management of the State’s fisheries. 

Mr Harrison said there were examples where imposing a size limit could act to the detriment of a given 

species of fish. 

“For example, where there are high rates of post-release mortality due to barotrauma, it is proposed that 

the minimum size limits be abolished for species such as Baldchin Groper and Breaksea Cod,” he said. 

“Reducing mortality rates offers sustainability benefits.” 

Mr Harrison said there was an additional proposal to remove minimum size limits for species such as 

Australian Salmon and Samson fish because they were often not targeted as sports fish or retained by 

anglers. 

He said the Policy on the Application of fish size limits in WA was developed after requests from the WA 

Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) and Recfishwest. 

The size limits review is open for public comment until 23 December 2016. 
   

 

 

 

Marine Safety 
Update 

 
 

Click here for the latest safety 
update 

 
 

Click here for mental health links 
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If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please 

email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try and include them in our next 

newsletter. 
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