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Media’s “Shark frenzy” headline a beat-up: WA Fishing Industry Council. 
 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chief Executive Officer John Harrison 
says media reports of a shark feeding frenzy that potentially threatened beachgoers at 
Smiths Beach near Margaret River is completely misleading and has been blown out of all 
proportion. 
 
Mr Harrison said that a report in the Busselton-Dunsborough Mail that was republished in 
the Augusta-Margaret River Mail described how a 10-tonne catch of salmon at Smiths 
Beach caused a shark frenzy on the shoreline that shocked beachgoers. 
 
The report went on to cite local residents who claimed that professional fishers bled the 
catch so that blood ended up water – sparking the feeding frenzy. 
 
Mr Harrison said the claims were nonsense and that local professional fisher Alan Miles, 
who has fished for salmon along WA’s South-West coast for decades, had confirmed that 
only 50 of the fish were bled – so that they could be sold for human consumption – and that 
the activity took place above the waterline. 
 
Mr Harrison said there was nothing out of the ordinary in having sharks follow a netted catch 
as it was taken towards the beach. 
 
“Commercial salmon fishing along South West and South Coast beaches has occurred over 
many decades and local communities, as well as professional fishers, are well aware of the 
conditions that accompany the season, including the presence of sharks,” Mr Harrison said. 
 
He said that the WAFIC had developed a code of conduct for responsible fishing along the 
South Coast for the salmon and herring fisheries in 2005. The code, which was revised in 
2013, is still in place and he said its principles applied to the South West Coast Salmon 
Fishery. 
 
Activities recommended to professional fishers in the South Coast code of responsible 
fishing to promote harmonious relations with other users of the marine and beach 
environment included:  

• Abiding by the current fisheries management arrangements as set out in the South 
Coast and South West Salmon Fishery Management Plans; 

• Acting in the best interest of promoting a good, socially responsible, public 
perception at all times; 

• Educating members of the community interested in understanding fishing practices; 
and  

• Endeavouring to avoid conflict at all times and … (to) be mindful to minimise 
disturbance of people camping near fishing beaches. 



 

 
Mr Harrison recognised that times had changed since the code of conduct for responsible 
fishing was first developed and that many beaches that were previously almost exclusively 
fishing beaches were now accessed by many different users. 
 
“WAFIC is keen to work with local communities, professional fishers, regulators and other 
users of the marine environment to ensure that we can all have the appropriate level of 
access to the marine environment and at the same time minimize any risks associated with 
that,” he said. 
 
“What we are not happy about is headline-grabbing sensationalist reporting that seeks to 
provoke public hysteria and increase opposition to WA’s commercial fishing sector.  
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