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WAFIC pays tribute to Chair Kim Chance 

The Chair of the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Kim Chance died suddenly on his 

wheatbelt farm on 22 February, aged 70. 

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison said Mr Chance, who had a 16-year long parliamentary 

career that began in 1992 as a member of WA’s Legislative Council, was a true gentleman and would be 

sorely missed. 

“Reports of Kim’s passing came as a great shock to WAFIC’s staff, Board and members,” Mr Harrison 

said. 

 “Kim was well respected and liked for his total independence as Chair of the WAFIC Board. He brought 

something new to WAFIC when has was elected as Chair in 2015. 

“His independence and his lack of any direct pecuniary interest in the State’s commercial fishing, pearling 

and aquaculture sectors was a first for our organization. 

“Kim also brought a wealth of experience to the position given his years as both a Minister for Fisheries 

and as an Opposition spokesman for the portfolio. 

“As WAFIC’s Chair, Kim brought with him the view that the vast majority of seafood lovers rely on the 

professional fishing industry to supply their seafood and he was tireless in promoting that view. 

http://link.wafic.org.au/m/1/12364049/02-t17059-52d4a2fd3b2f4ca091db57ddf5dd1b7d/0/1/1


“He was a true champion of WA’s professional fishing industry and a staunch advocate of sustainable 

fishing practices,” Mr Harrison said. 
   

Federal, State govts agree to realign WA fisheries boundaries 

The Federal Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, Anne Ruston, and Western Australia 

Fisheries Minister Joe Francis recently unveiled an agreement between the Commonwealth and 

WA realigning fisheries boundaries off WA. 

Minister Ruston said the revised Offshore Constitutional Settlement (OCS) arrangement for the 

Commonwealth Western Deepwater Trawl and North West Slope Trawl fisheries was a practical solution 

that met a number of key objectives for both the Commonwealth and WA governments. 

"It is great to see Federal and State governments working collaboratively to successfully resolve complex 

interjurisdictional issues," Senator Ruston said. 

"Importantly, agreement will provide greater certainty in operating conditions for fishers both at a state and 

Commonwealth level." 

Mr Francis said that stakeholder engagement had been pivotal to ensure an effective joint agreement. 

"The views of interested parties were considered extensively throughout the process and the joint 

proposal was implemented following advice from stakeholders," he said. 

"In addition, part of the amended OCS arrangement involves fisheries management agencies working 

together to manage fishing impacts on any shared stocks through monitoring, research and management 

strategies." 
   

  
 

  



 



Fisher's profile: Justin Small  

How old are you and where do you work? 

I’m 29 and I work out of Geraldton spending quite a few months every year at the Abrolhos Islands. 

How did you get into the fishing industry?  

I started in the professional fishing game in Broome when I was 18. I was trap fishing on a boat called the 

Carolina M. A couple of years later I moved to Geraldton and started working cray boats. Then I got to the 

Abrolhos as soon as possible. 

How long have you worked in your current position? 

I’ve been a decky on cray boats for about 10 years and am currently working on the Southern Conquest 

based in Geraldton. Big Rat Island (part of the Abrolhos) is home during the season. 

What do you love about your job? 

I really enjoy being on the ocean seeing awesome marine life and sights. I feel very lucky to be able to 

work at the Abrolhos islands, it’s an amazing place with lots of history and places to explore. I love going 

spearfishing after work or exploring different islands. 

Have you got a favourite moment? 

The first time I ever worked on a jet boat working in the shallows was an eye opener. Flying over such 

shallow water at the Abrolhos is the best fun ever. The colours of the reef are amazing, it’s so beautiful. 

What’s the strangest thing you’ve caught at sea? 

We once pulled a cray pot containing four sized Baldchin groper. And about five years ago we caught a 

lobster that was bright red and had claws like a marron. We showed Department of Fisheries staff and 

they said it might have come from south Africa or south America. 

Who inspires you? 

My Fiancée. She is so supportive of my career choice and completely understands why I love my job so 

much. She makes coming home all worthwhile. 

What other thoughts do you have about professional fishing? 

I think that in Australia we have the world's most sustainable and diverse group of fisheries anywhere. We 

should support our wild caught seafood and not be import so much from overseas. 

What’s your favourite seafood? 

I love all seafood but my favourite would have to be abalone. 
   



 

 

Justin takes some time out diving after work. 
   

 

   

https://www.facebook.com/waseafood?_rdr=p


 

 

Chinese delegation wowed by WA seafood and wines 

WAFIC teamed up with its counterpart in WA’s wine industry recently to showcase how well the State’s 

seafood is complemented by premium wines from Margaret River. 

An exclusive dinner hosted by WAFIC and Wines of WA at the Matilda Bay restaurant saw select key 

opinion leaders from mainland China rubbing shoulders with representatives from Perth’s Chinese 

community and the State Government. 

Guests included Mr Khoon Tan, President of the WA Chinese Chamber of Commerce, Ms Anlin Sun, 

Deputy Consul-General of the Chinese Consulate in Perth, Mr Ding Shao Ping from the Chung Wah 

Society of WA and State Agriculture Minister Mark Lewis. 



The influential opinion leaders were flown to WA as part of the State Government’s $1million marketing 

strategy built around the Chinese New Year. 

Both WAFIC and Wines of WA took the opportunity to increase awareness of WA’s sensational seafood, 

with a particular focus on MSC certified species such as Banksia smoked sea mullet, Western Rock 

Lobster and soon to be certified South Sea pearl meat. 

Other items on the menu included seafood from some of the most sustainably managed fisheries in the 

world – WA octopus, scallops and Red emperor. 

The guests were also blown away by the range of wines served with each course including Howard Park 

Mt Barker Riesling, Pepperlilly Sauvignon Blanc Semillon, Mandoon Verdelho, Cape Mentelle Wallcliffe 

Sauvignon Blanc Semillon and Vasse Felix Chardonnay. 

WAFIC Chief Executive John Harrison said the evening was a great way to showcase the excellence of 

WA’s seafood while at the same time offering an opportunity to educate key opinion leaders about the 

State’s fisheries and wineries. 

“I anticipate that on their return to China that they will be impressed enough to spread the word about the 

quality of WA’s seafood and wines to their fellow countrymen and women,” he said. 
   

  
 

  

 

   

The Liberal candidate for Dawesvill, Zak Kirkup, has claimed that a re-elected Liberal Government would 

seek a voluntary buy-back of licences from professional fishers operating in the Peel-Harvey region. Mr 

Kirkup says funds raised through recreational fishing fees would facilitate the buy-out for those 

professional fishers who wished to exit the industry. Click here to view a short video of his recent 

announcement. 
   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aA5hAN8EytQ


  
 

  

 

 



Trawl fleet prepares for new prawn season 

Many prawn trawlers, like the Belo Star pictured above and below, underwent refit work during down time 

following the end of the last prawning season. 

To help prepare for the 2017 season, which will begin on 16 March, skippers’ briefings will be held in Perth 

and Carnarvon on 9 March and 13 March respectively. 

Shark Bay Prawn Trawler Operators’ Association spokesperson Felicity Horn said the fishery had 

experienced a reasonable season in 2016 with a catch of approximately 1529 tonnes of prawn, 222 

tonnes of Blue Swimmer crabs and 58 tonnes of scallops. 

Department of Fisheries researchers anticipate a similar catch in 2017 – although the results of the 

February survey are still to be reviewed. 

Ms Horn said that in late 2016, the Shark Bay Prawn Fishery successfully passed its first MSC audit since 

becoming certified with no new conditions or recommendations imposed. 

“This is a great achievement following MSC certification of the fishery in October 2015,” she said. 

“The Shark Bay scallop fishery will continue to undergo a trial of quota management in 2017. We 

anticipate increased scallop catches this year with the full recovery of Denham Sound and the ongoing 

recovery of North Shark Bay following the heat-wave event of 2010-11.” 

Ms Horn said a 400-tonne total allowable commercial catch (TACC) was allocated for Blue swimmer crabs 

for the 2016-17 season. 

A stock assessment working group comprised of members from the trawl and trap sectors and the 

Department of Fisheries is due to meet in early April to help in establishing a robust TACC process for the 

crab fishery. 
   

 

   

  
 

  



 

 

Bill Passey, pictured above, is an Australian fishing industry icon.  R.M. Williams' Outback Magazine has 

kindly given permission to reproduce an article written by journalist David Hancock about Mr Passey's 

fascinating career. Click here to read. 
   

 

 

 
 

Marine Safety 
Update 

  

Read the February Safety Update here 
   

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER 

   

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please 

email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try and include them in our next 

newsletter. 
   

http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/seafoodsuccess.pdf
http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/waficsafetyupdate-february2017.pdf
mailto:cpo@wafic.org.au
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