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Students hooked on education initiative 

The Western Australian fishing industry Council’s (WAFIC) education initiative got off to a flying start at 

Bertram Primary School this week when more than 50 students, under the tutelage of celebrity chef 

Sophie Budd, cooked up a seafood extravaganza of Thai fishcakes. 

Before hitting the chopping blocks, the year six students were given a presentation by Fremantle Octopus 

Operations Manager Asher Flynn who told them about his experiences in the seafood industry and 

provided insights in to WA’s octopus fishery. 

The questions flowed fast and furious following Asher’s presentation and he was blown away by the level 

of engagement of the students. 

“Some of the questions they asked were amazing. I had not expected the level of detail that they 

demanded from me,” he said. 

Asher had been joined by Sophie Budd who had adapted a recipe for Thai fish cakes that was suitable for 

the students to prepare. Even the vegetarians among the students got in on the action chopping green 

beans and chilies and grating cucumber and carrot for the dish and its accompanying dipping sauce. 

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison, said the school visit was the first in a series planned for 

other schools around the metropolitan area as part of WAFIC’s recently launched education initiative. 

“The feedback we have received from teachers at the school and from the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen 

http://link.wafic.org.au/m/1/12364049/02-t17086-f69e448f0fde4fb2907fd2d317c8f339/0/1/1


Garden Foundation was that our visit to Bertram Primary School was a resounding success,” he said. 

“We are hoping to replicate this result at other schools around the metropolitan area across the rest of the 

school year. Along the way we want to showcase the health and fun benefits of seafood to students. 

“WAFIC recognises the importance of teaching our young people about the world class sustainable 

management of WA’s fisheries." Click here to see more images from the day. 
   

  
 

  

 

 

Buzz builds for State Seafood Awards 

 

Excitement is building as the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council once again begins preparations 

for the State Seafood Industry Awards. 

Held every two years, these awards celebrate excellence and achievement in WA"s seafood industry. 

There will be a total of 13 awards this year -- we have added a Safety category to the previous 12 awards 

that include:  

 Best Seafood Restaurant; 

 People's Choice Fish and Chips; 

 Fish and Chips (Judges Award); 

 Seafood Industry Producer; 

 Seafood Business (Large); 

 Seafood Business (Small); 

 Safety; 

 Research Development and Extension; 

 Environment; 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/waseafood/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1313073245446276


 People Development;  

 Seafood Industry Promotion; 

 Young Achiever; and 

 Michael Kailis Leadership Award. 

WAFIC Chief Executive Officer John Harrison said the event would be held on August 3 and the winners 

in each category would gain automatic entry to the National Seafood Industry Awards that will be held in 

conjunction with Seafood Directions 2017 -- Australia's foremost seafood industry conference -- to be held 

in Sydney in September. 

"We urge people to nominate for these awards and to help us celebrate WA's commercial fishing and 

seafood industry, one of the best in the world," he said. 

For more information about nominations, sponsorship or tickets please click here 
   

 

 

Don and Jerry make Albany oysters your world  

WAFIC Seafood Ambassador Don Hancey took time out of his busy schedule this week to saunter onto 

the City Beach groyne and showcase rock oysters grown and harvested in Albany.  

Don, pictured above, said the sweet succulent taste of Albany oysters – freshly shucked by the King of 

Oysters, Jerry Fraser – was perfectly complemented by rolling in WA produced chick pea flour, coating 

with panko crumbs and deep frying in canola oil grown in WA’s wheatbelt. 

“When you pair oysters prepared this way with a nice WA Riesling from one of the Great Southern 

vineyards around Albany, Denmark, Mount Barker or the Porongurup, you have a winning combination,” 

Don said. 

"The Rieslings from the Great Southern are renowned for their citrusy characteristics and are perfect for 

oysters and other seafood." 

Jerry said he preferred the taste of Albany oysters au naturel but grudgingly admitted that the deep-fried 

morsels prepared by Don were pretty tasty. 

“I’ve been using oysters grown in Albany in my business for more than 20 years and I reckon they are the 

best in the world,” Jerry said. 

http://www.wafic.org.au/events/category/events/


“I highly recommend everyone to try them, especially if they are feeling romantic.” 

Don said that the 2017 Taste Great Southern Festival, an initiative of Tourism WA that is currently 

celebrating its 13th year, would run until 9 April. 

“The Great Southern is regarded as one of Australia’s premier culinary destinations and I urge visitors to 

the region to sample some of the world’s finest seafood which is produced in the area,” he said. 

   



 



King of Oysters Jerry Fraser shows off some freshly shucked shellfish. 

  
   

  
 

  

WAFIC welcomes announcement of national industry Board 

Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chief Executive Officer John Harrison has 

welcomed the announcement of the inaugural Board for the new peak body Seafood Industry Australia 

(SIA). 

“The members appointed to establish and develop the next phase of work to form the SIA has a breadth 

and depth of experience across the seafood sector that is unparalleled,” Mr Harrison said. 

“They have networks, knowledge and experience across the whole seafood supply chain, from wildcatch 

fisheries, aquaculture and processing through to the retail sector and beyond.” 

Mr Harrison said that the seafood industry was diverse and combined many elements which sometimes 

had competing priorities. 

“Having a national peak body is a positive step in taking a wide range of differing opinions and presenting 

a consolidated industry position that can act as a starting point for progress with our political leaders and 

the broader community. 

“I would just urge the new SIA Board not to bite off too much as it gets underway and to leave some of the 

more obvious State and Territory-related issues to those respective peak fishing bodies to manage. 

“In the meantime, WAFIC is more than pleased to work with the SIA on those national issues that cross 

State and Territory boundaries. READ MORE HERE 
   

  
 

     

Fisheries mandarin promoted 

to Premier and Cabinet  

Darren Foster, the Department of Fisheries 

Deputy Director General, has moved on to bigger 

things with his secondment to a corresponding 

position in the Department of Premier and 

Cabinet. Read more here. 
      

New staffer set to take on resource 

access role at WAFIC 

WAFIC is set to get a new resource access 

officer, Dr Matt Pember, who has previously 

worked as a well-respected scientist at the 

Department of Fisheries. Matt will take up his 

new role at WAFIC in early April. 
        

https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2017/03/22/inaugural-directors-selected-to-new-australian-industry-board/
http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/darrenfoster.docx


 

 

Rock lobster industry faces deadline over 
electronic catch reporting system 

The Department of Fisheries has advised Western Australia's rock lobster industry that it will need to 

move to an online electronic catch reporting system known as Fish Eye by July this year. 

Fish Eye was introduced in 2013 and training on the system for rock lobster fishers was facilitated through 

WAFIC in collaboration with the department. 

Although many in the industry took up training for the system at the time, take up of the platform has been 

reportedly limited by a number of glitches with the online service. 

Western Rock Lobster Council Chief executive John McMath said industry understood the importance of 

moving to a fully electronic system and said many of the issues had been resolved by the department. 

However, he said the transition to a fully electronic system should be sensibly staged. 

"I think it also fair to say that the industry recognises there is a need for additional training and 

engagement by some of our members to better understand the benefits of Fish Eye," he said. 

 Click here to read the Department's letter to industry. 
   

http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/lettertowcrlmflholders-fisheye.pdf


 

 



Rock lobster chief executive calls it a day 

Western Rock Lobster Council chief executive John McMath, has called it a day in order to pursue a 

number of other exciting career opportunities – including spending more time as Chair of the WA Youth 

Orchestra. 

WRLC Chair Kim Colero confirmed Mr McMath’s departure and said he had made a significant 

contribution to the industry during his more than three years in the role. 

“John was instrumental in establishing significantly improved collaborative relationships with the Minister 

of Fisheries’ Office, the Department of Fisheries, Government and other key stakeholders,” Mr Colero 

said. 

“Our continued development and progress as an industry is due in large part to his efforts and dedication, 

including the development of a robust five-year industry partnership agreement with the Federal 

Government’s Fisheries Research Development Corporation to provide research and project funding. 

“John was also central to the revision of the WRLC’s constitution, streamlining the Board structure, 

appointing an Independent Director, initiating industry governance training, implementing an industry levy 

and championing a comprehensive industry risks analysis and a new five-year strategic plan.” 

Mr McMath said his experience at the helm of the WRLC had been a privilege. 

“It has been great to see the organisation transform over the last few years and I wish the WRLC, its 

members and employees and all of those they serve every success in the future," he said. 

Mr McMath will leave his post at the end of March and the WRLC Board will work to manage the transition 

with staff continuing to provide any necessary assistance to members and other stakeholders in the 

interim. 
   

Fish pirates face jail time in Darwin 

Fifteen illegal Vietnamese fishers faced the harsh reality of illegal fishing in Australian waters in the 

Darwin Magistrates Court earlier this month, with several crew sentenced to jail time. 

The 15 crew were all sentenced to two months suspended sentences for illegally fishing from a vessel 

caught on 6 February 2017, near Lihou Reef in the Coral Sea Commonwealth Marine Reserve, off Cairns. 

The vessel’s Master received a suspended six-month sentence. In addition, seven of the crew were found 

to be repeat offenders and received two-months imprisonment for breach of their good behaviour bonds. 

The vessel used by the fishers was confiscated and destroyed. 

A joint effort by the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA), the Maritime Border Command 

(MBC), a multi-agency task force within the Australian Border Force (ABF), and Parks Australia resulted in 

the apprehension and subsequent court case. 

Following investigations by AFMA and Parks Australia, the fishers were found guilty for committing 

offences against the Australian Fisheries Management Act 1991 and the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

General Manager Fisheries Operations Peter Venslovas said that the consequences faced by these illegal 

fishers further reinforces Australia’s message on deterring and preventing illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing activities. 

More information on how Australia is working to combat illegal fishing can be found at afma.gov.au 
   

Make the most of your family business 

Much of WA's commercial fishing industry is made up of small family-run businesses -- often second, thrid and 

http://www.afma.gov.au/monitoring-enforcement/combating-illegal-fishing-2/


even fourth geenration fishers. 

Research has shown that family businesses consistently out-perform non-family businesses in terms of return 

on investment and market value. 

An organisation named Family Business Essentials is proposing to run a free half-day workshop to given owners 

and workers in family-run businesses the opportunity to focus on the health of business, to identify financial and 

business goals and to determine how best to achieve a competitive advantage in the marketplace. 

Click here to download the information flyer. 
   

 

 

Clare brings expertise to WRLC 

Clare Robinson brings a strong background in marine science to the newly-developed role of executive 

officer for the Western Rock Lobster Council (WRLC). 

Having spent time working in both regional Australia and overseas, Clare said she also brought extensive 

experience in stakeholder negotiation, citizen science projects and public and community engagement to 

her new role.  

“I'll be directly involved in the development and implementation of a broad and effective communications 

strategy for the council,” she said. 

“I will also undertake research and prepare reports, submissions and executive summaries for the WRLC 

Chief Executive and Board.” 

http://files.clickdimensions.com/waficorgau-avopr/files/familybusinessessentialscourse-flyer.pdf


WRLC Chief Executive John McMath said Clare’s appointment demonstrated the WRLC’s commitment to 

generational change and to improving the industry’s appeal for younger people. 
   

 

 

 

Marine Safety 
Update 

   

Click here to read March Safety Update  

      

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER 

   

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please 

email your contributions to cpo@wafic.org.au and we will try and include them in our next 

newsletter. 
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