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Fourth Time Successful – WA rock lobster fishery celebrates 17 continuous years of 
MSC certification 
 
At an industry meeting in Fremantle yesterday morning the Hon. Dave Kelly MLA 
congratulated the Western Rock Lobster industry on achieving certification from the Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC) for a fourth time after an independent third-party assessment. He 
recognised that this achievement was a world’s first. 

 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chief Executive Officer John Harrison 
recognises the fishery’s push to gain MSC certification for a fourth successive time.  
 
“It is extremely satisfying to see WA’s Rock Lobster fishery achieve MSC certification for 17 
continuous years,” Mr Harrison said. 
 
He said that in late 2012 WAFIC entered into a formal partnership with the Department of 
Fisheries to offer the opportunity to each of WA’s commercial fisheries achieving MSC 
certification. 
 
All of the State’s fisheries have been pre-assessed under the MSC standard and there is 
growing recognition across the industry of the social, environmental and marketing benefits 
of MSC certification. 
 
 “Attaining MSC certification provides the community with confirmation that the fishery is 
managed to world’s best practice in terms of minimal environmental impact and the long-term 
sustainability and viability of stocks.” 
 
“It adds assurance that the seafood products consumers purchase has passed the world’s 
most rigorous, scientific standards,” he said. 
 
Kim Colero, Chair of the Western Rock Lobster Council, said gaining MSC certification for 
the fourth time showcases the fishery’s commitment to sustainable practices and how the 
fishery has continued to evolve to face new and existing challenges.  
 
"The Western Rock Lobster industry is an extremely important industry to Western Australian 
regional economies and understands its responsibilities.  
 
“Using the MSC Framework, our fishery continues to monitor, respond and innovate. Third-
party accreditation is becoming increasingly important in our industry as it differentiates our 
product from others on the market. As the world is becoming more affluent it is questioning 
sustainability and the market is prepared to pay a premium for a product they can trust. This 
puts our fishery in a strong position,” he said.  
 



 

A number of other WA fisheries are also MSC certified including Exmouth Gulf and Shark 
Bay Prawn, Mandurah estuarine and Deep-Sea Crustacean with several currently in 
assessment. 
 
 More information can be found by visiting www.wamsc.com.au 
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