
 
 
 

MEDIA STATEMENT  
 
3 August 2017 (Embargoed until 7.30pm)  
 

Carbon neutral aim paying dividends  

Austral Fisheries was last night recognised when they won the Environment Award at the 
2017 Western Australian Seafood Industry Awards.  

The industry awards, recognising excellence in the WA seafood industry, was held at the 
Esplanade Hotel in Fremantle and opened by Minister for Fisheries, the Hon. Dave Kelly 
MLA in front of an audience of 350 industry participants and representatives of various 
stakeholder groups. 

WA Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) CEO, John Harrison said Austral Fisheries has 

demonstrated excellence in developing and undertaking an environmental activity that has 

contributed substantially towards protecting or rehabilitating aquatic environments, or 

reducing adverse seafood industry impacts on the environment. 

“Addressing one of the greatest challenges of our time - climate change, Austral Fisheries 

has show great innovation and tenacity in leading the industry and becoming the first 

seafood business in the world to be certified carbon neutral”, said Mr Harrison. 

Since they launched their sustainable branded products, Austral Fisheries revenue has 
increased by 101%, a growth figure not seen in Australian Agribusiness for the past decade, 
so it is very important to ensure the long-term sustainability of the fish stock resource and 
the marine environment itself.  

With a relatively large emissions profile, of which over 80% comes from diesel used on their 
vessels, Austral Fisheries have now offset 100% of their carbon emissions, by planting 
200,000 native trees in WA’s Yarra Yarra Biodiversity Corridor.   

In full commitment to the climate change cause, not only is Austral planting trees but they 
have committed to the process of convincing members of our supply chain to also reduce 
their own carbon emissions.  

At present, Austral has successfully affected interest and action from Doboy Cold Stores 
QLD, Access Cold Stores QLD, Rand Transport, JAT Transport, K-Line Australia, Maersk 
Line and Castrol Australia. 
 
The application from the Western School Prawn Restocking Project was recognised by 
judges as Highly Commended. 
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For further information regarding the awards, please contact: 
 
Danika Gusmeroli 
Communications Officer 
WAFIC office: (08) 9432 7777 

  
Dylan Skinns 
General Manager – Sales & Marketing 
Austral Fisheries 



Mobile: 0434 963 179 
Email: communications@wafic.org.au  
 

Phone: 0412 088 399  
Email: dskinns@australfisheries.com.au 
  

  
About the Environment Award 

Presented to an entity that has demonstrated excellence in developing and undertaking an 

environmental activity that has contributed substantially towards protecting or rehabilitating 

aquatic environments, or reducing adverse seafood industry impacts on the environment. 

 


