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Environmental sustainability wins Award recognition  

The Mandurah Licensed Fisherman’s Association (MLFA) was last night recognised when it 
won the Seafood Industry Promotion Award at the 2017 Western Australian Seafood 
Industry Awards.  
 
The Awards event, recognising excellence in the WA seafood industry, was held at The 
Esplanade Hotel in Fremantle and opened by The Minister for Fisheries, The Hon. Dave 
Kelly MLA in front of an audience of 350 industry participants and representatives of various 
stakeholder groups. 
 
WA Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) Chairman, Mr Clayton Nelson said the MLFA had 

demonstrated excellence in developing and undertaking a promotion activity that has 

contributed substantially towards improving the public profile of seafood and/or the seafood 

industry. 

“After a 15-month audit into their population, the waterway and the practices of both 

commercial and recreational entities who fish for them, the Marine Stewardship Council 

(MSC) awarded the Peel-Harvey blue swimmer crab and commercial sea mullet fishery a 

sustainability certification last June.   

“The collaboration between commercial and recreational fishing sectors to protect seafood 

stocks was a world first, with the sea mullet being the first fin-fish in WA to obtain MSC 

certification” Mr Nelson said. 

Obtaining MSC certification was a voluntary action on behalf of the fishes, requiring a lot of 

hard work to obtain a 100% independent verification their activities on the Peel-Harvey 

estuary are sustainable.  

For MLFA, not only has this certification helped to open product market opportunities, but 

also reiterates to the community their passion for maintaining the environment in which they 

operate. 

Mr Nelson said the MLFA have successfully maintained access to the Peel Harvey inlet by 

building on their social license to operate whilst promoting their proven sustainable fishing 

methodologies.  

“MLFA are worthy of this award as they reflect the innovative and environmentally 
responsible approach that is an essential prerequisite for operating in successful commercial 
fisheries,” Mr Nelson concluded. 
 
(ends) 
 
 
For further information regarding the awards, please contact: 



 
Danika Gusmeroli 
Communications Officer 
WAFIC office: (08) 9432 7777 
Mobile: 0434 963 179 
Email: communications@wafic.org.au  
 

  

 

Damien Bell 
President 
Mandurah Licensed Fisherman’s Association 
Phone: 0414 439 961 
Email: bellbuoyseafoods.com.au 

  
About the Seafood Industry Promotion Award 

Presented to an entity that has demonstrated excellence in developing and undertaking a 

promotion activity that has contributed substantially towards improving the public profile of 

seafood and/or the seafood industry. 

 


