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WA fishing industry elects first female Chair Katie 
Hodson-Thomas  
 
Members of the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) have elected 
former shadow minister for tourism and small business, Katie Hodson-Thomas, as 
Chair at this year’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) - making her the first woman to 
hold the position in the association’s forty-ninth-year history. 
 
Retiring from parliament in 2008, Ms Hodson-Thomas has held senior positions with 
a number of membership-based industry associations, represented the electorate of 
Carine for twelve years and ran her own consultancy practice - specialising in 
government relations with clients from the tourism and hospitality sector.  
 
With a proven track record in strategic communications, government relations, 
public policy development and political strategy, Ms Hodson-Thomas ensures that 
she is well placed to drive WAFIC’s economic and policy agenda and is delighted at 
the opportunity to advance the peak body in her new role.  
 
"I am excited to be assuming the role of Chair of WAFIC at such a crucial time for 
the organisation. It is a real honour to become the first female Chair in WAFIC’s long 
and proud history," Ms Hodson-Thomas said. 
 
“I look forward to representing all WAFIC members and associate members and 
working with the Board and WAFIC staff to improve the industry,” she said. 
 
Ms Hodson-Thomas said her plans for the 2017-18 year would include supporting 
industry priorities such as funding, educating consumers on the industry, introducing 
seafood labelling across the hospitality industry and reducing red tape. She also 
wanted a key focus to be on building and strengthening relationships with the 
recreational industry.  
 
In welcoming Ms Hodson-Thomas, Clayton Nelson former WAFIC Chair, said her 
passion for the industry combined with her strong government background and 
strategic approach will prove to be invaluable to the organisation. 
 



 

“Ms Hodson-Thomas brings strong credentials to the job, from working as the 
general manager for the Boating Industry Association of Western Australia Inc 
where she oversaw advertising, logistics and management of the Perth Boat Dive 
and Fishing Show to working closely with former premier Richard Court on Maritime 
Safety to introduce the carriage of EPIRB’s on deck.” 
 
“Her extensive experience across all levels of government will greatly assist us as 
we continue to move forward as an industry - united.” 
 
In his final comments as Chair, Mr Nelson said it was a privilege to be able to lead 
WAFIC and to successfully develop the Southern Seafood Producers (WA) 
Association, which he felt confident was a watershed moment for south west and 
south coast community based fisheries. He concluded by praising fellow board 
members for their invaluable work in helping guide the industry as it moves forward. 
 
WAFIC CEO John Harrison thanked Mr Nelson, for his contribution to WAFIC during 
his appointment on the Board for 6 years and more recently as Chair, since his 
appointment after the sudden passing of the Hon. Kim Chance earlier this year. 
 
"I take this opportunity to thank Mr Nelson for the great contribution he has made to 
the activities of the WAFIC Board and more generally to the commercial fishing 
sector in WA and to wish him the best in his future endeavours,” Mr Harrison said. 
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