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WAFIC Safety Update – October 2017 
 
 
 
When do I need to have a Safety Management System? 
All fishing vessels in Australia are required to have a formal Safety Management System 
(SMS) under both workplace and marine safety legislation from 1st July 2016. 
 
How do I write a Safety Management System? 
As all operations are different, and all vessels, crews and operational areas are different, the 
SMS needs to take into account the individual circumstances of your operation to ensure that 
it reflects what you do, in your operation, on your vessel. 
 
To assist you in the development of your SMS, AMSA have developed the following 
resources. 
 
• Emergency Procedures Flipchart 
• Risk Management in the National System 
 
Below are some sample Safety Management Systems for different types of operations: 
 
• Class 1 Operation – complex operation 
• Class 1 Operation – less complex operation 
• Class 3B Operation 
• Class 3E Operation 
• Class 4D Operation 
• Class 4E Operation 
 
For details go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/domestic/vessels-operations-surveys/certificates-
of-operation/index.asp#sms 
 
A sample safety management system (SMS) for a fishing vessel can be found at 
https://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/Publications/AMSA612.pdf 
 
A new sample safety management system for small vessels is available on the domestic 
vessel ‘Operations’ page, under ‘How do I write a safety management system?’ 
http://www.amsa.gov.au/domestic/vessels-operations-surveys/certificates-of-operation/ 
 
Safety management systems should be tailored to each vessel operation. This sample SMS 
is for small vessels operating in smooth waters that don't require a complex risk assessment 
and SMS. A guide for Class 3E vessels can be found at http://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-
publications/Publications/AMSA541.pdf 
 
Who can review my Safety Management System? 
AMSA or your local Marine Safety Agency may review your SMS and provide information to 
help you meet your general safety duties under the National Law. 
 
There is also the SMS Verification Tool available to assess the health of your SMS.	
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Lifejacket Trial for Commercial Fishing industry 
In an effort to introduce commercial fishers to advances in personal flotation devises and 
global monitoring technology the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) conducted a 
trial of specific safety equipment in conjunction with the North Queensland commercial 
fishing industry based in Karumba. 
 
The objective of the trial was to identify opportunities and set industry benchmarks for 
survivability of commercial fishers at sea. 
 
The safety equipment trial assessed a range of inflatable Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) 
and Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs), this was based on criteria set by the Karumba fishing 
community that a PFD had to align with the following; 
• Be somewhat weatherproof and able to be washed (wipe clean) 
• Withstand a barramundi spike (puncture) 
• Have no catch points that a small monofilament net may catch on 
• Be comfortable to wear in all weather and sea conditions 
• Be self-inflating and able to house a Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) 
 
The trial confirmed there is no singular brand or type of PFD that would suit the diversity of 
commercial fishing operations. The choice of PFD is affected by factors such as climate, 
operational area, the industry sector (trawl, line, crabbing) and a fisher’s physical 
characteristics and personal preferences. Participants identified a number of opportunities to 
enhance equipment design and improve the ‘wear-ability’ with alterations using different 
styles of buckles to minimize catching on nets. Some fishers introduced a risk based 
approach to the when to wear a PFD - generally based upon weather conditions. 
 
AMSA will be making the full trial report available on their Website soon.  
 
 
New Rules on Unique Identifiers for Fishing Vessels 
On 1 July 2017 the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) introduced new 
requirements for unique identifiers on domestic commercial vessels (DCVs) changed. The 
full changes can be found at: Marine Order 502 (Vessel identifiers).  

Vessels with the unique identifier displayed according to the old rules are still compliant. 

A summary is outlined below. 
  
Applying for a unique identifier 
A person other than the owner of the DCV (such as boat builders) can now apply for 
a unique identifier. 
  
Displaying a unique identifier   
A unique identifier does not need to be displayed on both sides of a vessel—it must simply 
be displayed clearly on the vessel. 
  
In addition: 
• a unique identifier does not need to be of a certain size or colour. 

• vessels with the unique identifier displayed according to the old rules are still 
compliant. 

• a unique identifier can be removed from a vessel if the owner has notified AMSA that 
the vessel no longer operates as a DCV, or if the vessel is exempt from the 
requirement to have or display a unique identifier (see Exemption 01).  

• a unique identifier must be displayed 21 days from the date of issue. Those issued 
before the vessel is built must be displayed before it is first launched.  
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Vessels exempt from displaying a unique identifier  
The following vessels are exempt from the need to display their unique identifier. These 
vessels must still hold a unique identifier number so that any applications or approvals can 
be linked to the vessel. 

• Human-powered vessels (except Class 1 vessels) such as canoes, kayaks and 
dragon boats. 

• Sailing vessels that are less than 7.5 metres in length and do not have an auxiliary 
engine or an auxiliary engine less than 3.5 kW propulsion power (except Class 1 
vessels). 

• Personal watercraft used in aerial freestyle operations. 

A full list of exempt vessels can be found in the AMSA guidance notice at: 
http://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/fact-sheets/AMSA527.pdf. 
 

Low Sulphur Fuel Required to be Used by 2020 

From 1 January 2020, all ships and vessels will be required to use fuel which contains a 
maximum of 0.5% sulphur. Vessels may also use technology such as exhaust gas 
cleaning systems—known as ‘scrubbers’—providing they achieve the same emissions 
reduction results as 0.5% sulphur fuel. This new limit aims to reduce the impacts of 
sulphur oxide (SOx) emissions on the environment and human health. 

  
If you are a domestic commercial vessel using diesel fuel, the news is that the majority of 
fuel oil suppliers in Australia supply diesel fuels below this limit. You should receive 
documentation from your fuel supplier with each delivery, and if this doesn’t state the 
sulphur content of the fuel you have received, you should contact your fuel supplier. 

  
In February 2018 AMSA is taking part in technical discussions at the International 
Maritime Organization to support the transition to this new requirement. To be part of 
AMSA’s consultation on proposed implementation measures, please 
email IMOEnvironment@amsa.gov.au 

  
For more information on the low sulphur fuel requirements go to: 
http://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/environment/fact-sheets/index.asp 
 
 

 
New Stability Requirements for Some Fishing Vessels 

 
Class 2,3 and 4 vessels with a net reel, crane, lifting device or deck load installed must 
now provide a recommendation from an accredited marine surveyor when applying for a 
non-survey status under Exemption 02. Go to: http://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-
publications/domestic/publications/documents/Ex2-170428Z.PDF  
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Marine Order 503 (Certificates of Survey) – WAFIC Submission 
 

A summary of the WAFIC submission to AMSA is set out below. 
 
WAFIC supported the intention behind the proposed changes to Marine Order 503 
(MO503) to provide a clearer and more comprehensive set of ‘triggers’ to remove the 
current uncertainty in industry around when changes to an existing vessel’s operations or 
configuration will require an owner to consider a new survey for the vessel.  

 
WAFIC agreed that the proposed changes would create more flexibility in the standards 
that will apply to existing vessels when they do ‘trigger’ the need to re-survey that vessel. 
It is important that examples similar to those provided in the explanatory consultation 
document are included in a fact sheet/guidance sheet on MO503 available on AMSA’s 
webpage. 

 
WAFIC was pleased that the proposed changes to MO503 continued to give effect to 
‘grandfathering’ fishing vessels (ie vessels that remain subject to the survey, design, 
construction and equipment standards that applied to the vessel on 30 June 2013) unless 
the owner adjusts the operations or configuration of the vessel and triggers the need to 
consider a new survey for the vessel. 

 
WAFIC acknowledged that the proposed changes should make it easier for industry to 
move towards contemporary survey safety standards without going to the time and 
expense of applying for individual general exemptions or equivalent means of compliance.  

 
WAFIC supported amendments introducing a ‘transitional vessel’ option that will remove 
the previous disincentive to upgrade given that once an ‘existing vessel’ triggers to a ‘new 
vessel’, all aspects of the vessel must fully comply with all of the contemporary standards 
set out in section 8 of MO503 which was a significant cost impost. An owner of a 
‘transitional vessel’ (ie a vessel that triggers criteria in Schedule 1 of MO503) can now 
choose to comply with the contemporary standard (s4(2) of MO503), or a range of 
alternative standards that ensures the safety of the vessel (Schedule 2 of MO503). 

 
WAFIC expressed support for the key purpose of the changes which was to ensure that 
as areas of a vessel (or its operation) are upgraded or changed (trigger), the vessel will 
be subject to the standards current at the time of the trigger event, rather than applying 
standards frozen in time at the date it became a ‘new vessel’. 

 
WAFIC agreed that the amendments clarified the requirements around AMSA approval of 
a vessel owner’s alternative equivalent means of compliance (EMOC) to national 
standards.  
 
The proposed amendments can be found at: https://apps.amsa.gov.au/moreview 
 
 
Residual Current Devices Required on Fishing Vessels using 240-volt  

Residual current devices (RCDs) minimise the risk of a person receiving an electric shock 
when using plug-in equipment like power tools on board vessels. Vessel owners must 
ensure that RCDs are used whenever 240-volt electrical supplies are used. This is a part 
of the general safety duties under the national law.  

Fact sheet: http://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/Fact-Sheets/AMSA661.pdf 
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Electronic Visual Distress Signals No Substitute for Pyrotechnic Signals 

AMSA’s Emergency Response Division has gathered input regarding the topical issue of 
laser flares and is currently not in favour of allowing the carriage of Electronic Visual 
Distress Signals (EVDS) in lieu of standard pyrotechnic distress signals.  

These lights are not internationally approved distress signals so there is a realistic chance 
that they may not be recognised as such and could therefore fail to effect an appropriate 
response in the event of a distress situation.  

There are also issues with some of these devices around the dispersion (directional 
beams) characteristics, range of the lights, and also the ability to differentiate the lights 
from a lit background (e.g. street lighting).  

Where the carriage of flares is mandatory, hand-held distress flares should meet the 
requirements within the Australian Standard AS 2092-2004 and IMO requirements.  

AMSA is not aware of any EVDS equipment currently available that meets the light 
intensity requirements by the IMO Life Saving Appliance Code or AS 2092-2004. 
Therefore, they cannot be carried in substitute of pyrotechnic flares on vessels where 
mandatory carriage applies.  

A fact sheet is available at: http://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/fact-
sheets/AMSA577.pdf 

 

Crew Can Now Inspect Portable Fire Extinguishers (stored pressure type)  
 
Australian Standard 1851-2012 Routine service of fire protection systems and equipment 
(AS 1851) requires six monthly inspections of portable fire extinguishers. AMSA has 
developed a guidance notice to clarify the requirements for the inspection of water, foam, 
and dry chemical (stored pressure) portable fire extinguishers onboard domestic 
commercial vessels. These types of extinguisher are fitted with a pressure gauge to 
indicate the operable range.  

AMSA now accepts six monthly checks of water, foam, and dry chemical (stored 
pressure) portable fire extinguishers can be conducted by a member of the vessel crew 
holding a current Certificate of Competency issued under the national law. Inspections 
should be documented, preferably in the vessel log/record book with the date of the 
inspection and the name and qualification of the crew member.  

A guidance notice is available at: http://www.amsa.gov.au/forms-and-publications/Fact-
Sheets/AMSA707.pdf 

 

 

 



	 6	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
	


