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October 2017 News

WA fishing industry elects first 
female Chair 
Members of WAFIC have elected former shadow minister for tourism and small business,
Katie Hodson-Thomas, as Chair at this year's Annual General Meeting (AGM) – making
her the first woman to hold the position in the association’s forty-ninth-year history.

With a proven track record in strategic communications, government relations, public policy
development and political strategy, Ms Hodson-Thomas ensures that she is well placed to
drive WAFIC’s economic and policy agenda and is delighted at the opportunity to advance
the peak body in her new role.

Click here for full article
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Industry greats 
appointed to 
WAFIC Board 
With the retirement of Kym Coffey and

Arno Verboon from the Board, a vote to fill
the vacant positions saw industry veterans
Leonie Noble and Tony Westerberg
elected by WAFIC members to the
positions. Former WAFIC Chair, Clayton
Nelson, said that the appointments of both
Ms Noble and Mr Westerberg will provide
additional experience and expertise –
complementing a strong group of existing
directors.

Click for full article

Overview of
2017
WAFIC Open
Industry Forum 
WAFIC’s vision for the 2017 Open Industry 
Forum was to provide stakeholders of 
WA’s commercial fishing, pearling and 
aquaculture industries an opportunity 
where they could express their views on 
contemporary issues facing industry and 
discuss issues with WAFIC staff and the 
Board that are causing them concern.

Click here for full article
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Ralph Addis presents next steps
for DPIRD
Ralph Addis, Director General of the newly formed Department of Primary Industries
(DPIRD) took to the stage earlier this month at the WAFIC Open Industry Forum to discuss 
the strategic direction and vision of the recently formed McGowan Government’s “super 
department.”

Part of the new Labor Government’s restructure plan, the move saw the amalgamation of 
the former Department of Fisheries, Agriculture and Regional Development Commissions 
with the intent to provide a unified service for WA’s vital primary industries and regions.

Click here to read more about the changes
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Justine Arnold
to lead team to
Japan
Young achiever, Justine Arnold, has won
the Premier’s Agriculture and Aquaculture
Entrepreneurship Program – a program

Asher Flynn -
Our national
young achiever
Crowds went wild when Asher Flynn,
Operations Manager for Fremantle
Octopus, took home the prestigious
National Young Achiever Award at this
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offering a $30,000 scholarship to farmers
and individuals engaged in the agriculture
or aquaculture sector.

Find out more about Justin's win

year’s Seafood Directions held in Sydney,
Darling Habour.

Click to read Asher's seafood journey

Go for gold: WA Abalone
commercial fishery achieves gold
sustainability standard
In a world first, the Western Australian Abalone commercial fishery was certified last 
week by the gold standard Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) as a well-managed and 
sustainable fishery after a twelve-month rigorous independent assessment.

Following in the footsteps of other Western Australian fisheries, abalone has become the 
ninth WA fishery to obtain MSC certification. This accreditation covers all three-abalone 
species commercially harvested in WA including greenlip abalone (Haliotis laevigate), 
brownlip abalone (Haliotis conicopora) and roe’s abalone (Haliotis roei).

Click here to read more about the certification

http://www.wafic.org.au/justine-arnold-lead-team-japan/
http://www.wafic.org.au/introducing-asher-flynn-young-western-australian-seafood-leader/
http://www.wafic.org.au/news/go-gold-wa-abalone-commercial-fishery-achieves-gold-sustainability-standard/
http://www.wafic.org.au/news/go-gold-wa-abalone-commercial-fishery-achieves-gold-sustainability-standard/


Two years ago, Hilton Singapore was the
first hotel chain in the world to achieve
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) and
Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC)
chain-of-custody certification, meaning
that diners at food outlets operated by
Hilton Singapore can rest assured that
seafood dishes labeled with respective
ecolabels have been prepared with
sustainable seafood.

Click here to read Hilton's 2022
sustainability goal

WAFIC launches annual report 
We're pleased to present a digital version of our 2016 - 2017 Annual Report providing a
user-friendly approach for the industry and community to view WAFIC's achievement's for

Hilton chain
leads seafood
sustainability
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the year.

We encourage the viewing of our report which outlines WAFIC's plans for the future,
resource access and WA fisheries updates and our new digital media initiative that will
increase consumer awareness of WA's sustainable fisheries.

Click here to view report

WAFIC joins 2017 Blessing of the 
Fleet
WAFIC is very proud to have sponsored the 69th Blessing of the Fleet last weekend – an
important cultural event located in Fremantle. This year, the day not only included the
parade which travels from St Patrick’s Basilica to Esplanade Reserve and the Fishing Boat
Harbour, but ‘Little Italy’, a weekend long festival and celebration full of Italy cuisine, music,
art, entertainment and fireworks.

An annual event in Fremantle’s calendar, the history of the Blessing of the Fleet goes back
to 1948 where it was introduced by Italian Migrant Fisherman, many whom migrated from
Molfetta and Capo d’Orlando in Sicily, who brought this tradition to their new seaside home
town.

Read more about the festivities
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Open call for 
project 
applications for 
fisheries 
research 
The Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation (FRDC) is making a public 
call for Expressions of Interest (EOI) for 
research project funding that address a 
range of priority areas. 

Click for more details

Safety Management System
(SMS) - A requirement for all
fishing vessel owners
All fishing vessel owners in Western Australia are required to have established a formal 
Safety Management System (SMS) for their vessel under both workplace and marine

safety legislation. This has been a requirement since 1st July 2016.
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Your SMS should be based on a risk assessment of your fishing vessel’s operation and
explain how you and your crew manage safety on your vessel.

Read more here

The annual celebration of the
South Sea Pearl 
Executive Officer of the Pearl Producers Association, Aaron Irving, strolled into the office 
mid September with a glowing tan, commented on by many members of the team.
He disclosed that he had the chance to lap up the golden North Western sun, having just 
returned from Broome to attend the Shinju Matsuri - an annual festival full of colour, sound, 
taste and smell, said to rekindle the 'excitement and romance of Broome's early days
of being a world-renowned producer of South Sea Pearls'. The 46 year-old festival, is 
driven by the community as an opportunity to educate visitors of Broome's unique and 
diverse identity.

Click to follow the Pearl Producers Association on Instagram

October Marine
Safety Update
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Please click here to read October safety updates 

Please click here for useful mental health support links

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER

If you have a story or important information to share about WA's fishing industry, please
email your contributions to Danika via communications@wafic.org.au or call (08) 9432
7710
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