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Senate Vote Proves Positive for Australian Commercial Fishing Industry  
 
After uncertainty over a vote that was not expected for several weeks, the government 
unexpectedly forced a vote on a Labor disallowance motion on the recently tabled 
commonwealth marine reserve plans. 
 
Although apparently ‘united’ in their decision, none of the 11 crossbenchers committed to 
backing Labor to supporting the move that would have disallowed the plans and put us back 
to more consultation on top of the decade plus of consultation and meetings.  
 
The-end-result was a win for the Turnbull government and the Australian fishing industry 
after the motion was defeated 34 votes to 28.  
 
John Harrison, CEO of the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC), said that 
the announcement came suddenly but was the right decision to continue to protect the 
environment while supporting the fishing and tourism industries. 
 
“This win provides security to the industry… the men and women, our people of the industry 
can be confident knowing that their jobs are secure for the next 10 years and seafood lovers 
across the country can rest assured knowing that the industry is the focus of the 
government.” 
 
“Whilst we were disappointed in losing a couple of areas the outcome overall is balanced 
and we can now move forward knowing we can be confident to continue to provide high 
quality sustainable seafood to Australia and the world. The fishing industry is important to 
the Australian economy – offering thousands of jobs and tourism opportunities.” 
 
Concluding Mr Harrison said that the changes offer not only an increase in environmental 
protection but protect the interests of commercial fishers throughout Australia who 
contribute over 3.2 billion dollars to the economy annually.   
 
“After 10 years of consultation, reviews and negotiations, this news marks positive changes 
for the commercial fishing industry.”  
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