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Dear MuDgg *

WA FISHING INDUSTRY PROPOSALS IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 IMPACTS

Thank you for your letters and supporting documentation of 19 and 26 March 2020 in
respect of the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on WA s commercial fishing and
aquaculture industries. I acknowledge the industry-wide proposals developed by the WA
Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) and sector bodies to restore confidence, assist with cash
flow issues and position the industry for post crisis recovery. I commend WAFIC for its
leadership in this respect and for working cooperatively with the Department of Primary
Industries and Regional Development (Department).

It is clear that the COVID-19 epidemic has already had significant economic impacts on the
commercial fishing and aquaculture industry and the Western Australian (WA) economy in
general. WA s fisheries were among the first to be impacted by this outbreak which has
effectively halted all imports of seafood into China since late January and brought the
State’s rock lobster industry and other similar fisheries to a standstill.

In response to these impacts, you will be aware I supported initiatives by the Western Rock
Lobster (Council) to rapidly develop mitigation options for the West Coast Rock Lobster
(WCRL) fishery. The final lobster package, which was agreed to by Council, included an
extension to the 2020/21 fishing season, adjustments to the quota for this extended period,
simpler back of boat sales, increased whale mitigation actions and the restructuring of
access fee payments over future seasons.

The Government’s management package for WCRL industry was announced on 12 March
2020 with the detail being progressed by the Department and Council. While this package
is helping to provide certainty to commercial lobster fishers, it is important to also provide
support to WA’s other fisheries and the broader seafood sector, as per the proposals
developed by WAFIC.

In response to the WAFIC proposals, I provide the following comments against each of the
categories in the WAFIC submission.
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INDUSTRY CASH FLOW

Licence Fee Relief
Consistent with your submission, and the small business fee relief package announced by
the Premier on 31 March 2020, I am pleased to advise that all general licence and
application fees for commercial fishing licences (CFLs), fishing boat licences (FBLs), fishing
tour operator licences (FTOL), processing and aquaculture licences will each be reduced
for the next twelve-month period. Individual licence holders will still need to apply for their
renewals but each of the relevant fees would be set at $1.00.

Access Fee Deferrals and Review - Consistent with the WAFIC submission, there will be
a deferral of access fees. This approach has already been applied to the WCRL where
development of a new flexible fee schedule for the extended 18-month season and the
following two seasons has been agreed as part of the package announced in February.
Similarly, for the pearling sector, pearl farm lease fees have been deferred until the end of
December 2020. For all non-WCRL managed fisheries, given the diversity of season and
instalment dates, access fee payments for MFL renewals that fall due before 31 December
2020 will be reduced to $1.00 with the need for instalment payments during this period
removed. MFL holders who have already paid instalments for the 2020 licensing period will
be provided with a credit for the next licencing period. The Department will now work with
WAFIC to develop advice on specific payment schedules for each fishery/sector and/or the
basis for potential partial or full fee waivers for further consideration by Government.

Fisheries Adjustment Scheme (FAS) Payments
I understand that some licence holders with FAS schemes have already secured a
restructuring of their FAS payments for this year. Noting these schemes apply to a small
number of licence holders each with different circumstances, discussions on any further
FAS relief will be undertaken separately.

Seasonal Fishing Arrangements
I am aware the Department has been assisting WAFIC with the identification of commercial
fisheries other than WCRL for which adjustments to seasonal fishing arrangements would
be beneficial. Through this process, two fisheries (Deep Sea Crabs and Marine Aquarium
Fishery-MAF) have formally requested the potential roll over of quotas and which are now
being progressed by the Department. This process has raised some potential cross-
jurisdictional issues for the MAF and I have already engaged with my federal counterpart
on the need to rapidly clarify potential issues for quota shifts among seasons for CITES
listed species.

INDUSTRY CONFIDENCE

Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) - Support for Assessments and Audits
In a separate communication, you had requested funding assistance for fisheries certified
under the MSC and outlined your request to the MSC to defer audits and re-assessments.
Given the unprecedented challenges and impacts of COVID-19 on the global seafood
industry, you will be aware, the MSC has announced that all MSC certified fisheries are
being given an automatic six-month certificate extension. This is a pragmatic response by
the MSC which I m sure has been well received by industry. The Government will support
the funding required for re-assessments and audits of the relevant fisheries when they
come back on stream, and may potentially provide funding for other fisheries to be certified
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to support broader recovery across the commercial fishing sector and as industry seeks to
re-build markets and supply chains. This aspect will require further consideration and
discussion with Government.

Fisheries and Aquaculture deemed Essential Services
The Government has recognised the importance of fishing and aquaculture in the
determinations that established both the State Border and regional border closures. These
determinations make specific reference to essential service nature of primary industries
workers, freight and logistics services and movement of people with specialist skills to
support primary industries which includes fishing and aquaculture.

Although in the initial determination of the Northern Designated biosecurity areas did not
specifically recognise the essential nature of fishing and aquaculture this has been
addressed through a special permission which allows persons in those important industries
to enter the Northern Designated biosecurity areas subject to meeting certain conditions.

Air Freight
The Federal Government has recently announced a $110 million International Freight
Assistance Mechanism. The WA Government is actively engaged with its Federal
counterparts and airfreight coordinators to support air freight access for WA's seafood
exporters as part of this initiative. This will help to ensure business and supply chain
continuity and maintain our hard won position in increasingly competitive overseas markets.

Government Reviews including Marine Planning
I am aware that the current proposal for a south coast marine park is adding to the distress
and lack of certainty for commercial fishers on the south coast. Given the Premier s
announcement, on 26 March 2020, that the Government s Our Priorities: Sharing
Prosperity initiative has been put on hold indefinitely, the Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) has postponed consultation for the proposed south
coast marine park until further notice. I understand that DBCA will continue to keep local
communities and stakeholders informed of any future consultation.

I wish to acknowledge again the strong leadership that WAFIC has shown to assist the
fishing and seafood industry deal with the major impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. I look
forward to continuing to working with you and industry in collaboration with the Department
as we collectively deal with this unprecedented event.

Yours sincerely

7 APR 2020


