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WAFIC Safety Update – April 2020 
 

(WAFIC Website: http://www.wafic.org.au/what-we-do/access-sustainability/safety-and-training-information-02/) 
	
	
AMSA Releases COVID-19 Guidance Material for Vessels 
 
The Australian maritime Safety Authority has released guidance material that will answer 
questions to help you operate safely aboard your fishing vessel during the COVID-19 period.  

Domestic commercial vessel (DCV) operations vary widely across Australia. The implications 
of COVID 19 will be different for everyone.   

One-person, short-trip, operations—such as inshore crabbing and net fishing—COVID-19 
may not present major risks. For operations involving multiple crew however, the risks may 
be higher, particularly for long trips. 

For full guidance material go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/campaigns/how-
operate-your-dcv-safely 

 

Open for Comment - Draft Code of Practice for Occupational Diving in WA. 
 
The WA Commission for Occupational Safety and Health established a working group to 
develop a code of practice for occupational diving in WA following the coroner’s outcomes 
from the death of a pearl drift diver in 2012.  
 
WAFIC nominated representatives from the WA Abalone Divers Association and Pearl 
Producers Association as fishing, pearling and aquaculture representatives to the working 
group. 
 
The Commission has now finalised a draft COP and made it available for public comment.  
 
A copy of the draft COP and response templates and further information is available 
at https://www.dmirs.wa.gov.au/content/open-consultations 
 
This draft code provides general guidance for occupational divers in Western Australia on the 
management of occupational safety and health issues relevant to preparing for and 
performing tasks while submerged in a fluid using artificially supplied compressed gas. 

The guidance provided by this draft code is not limited to workers who primarily perform 
diving work. Regardless of your job title, or the main duties of your job, this code applies to 
you if you perform diving work and/or if any part of your employment consists of diving work 
(eg retrieving lobster pots). 

Submissions close 5.00 pm WST, Friday 28 August 2020. 
 
WAFIC will be making a submission. Your input to that submission is strongly encouraged.  
 
Any comments you may have for the WAFIC submission should be forwarded by email to  
brett.mccallum@westnet.com.au by close of business Friday 14th August 2020. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

AMSA Announces Discontinuation of Australia’s Differential Global 
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Positioning System (DGPS) 
 
In our last edition we advised that from 1 July 2020, AMSA will be discontinuing its DGPS 
service, as it's no longer required to support safe navigation in Australian waters. This will not 
affect a fishing vessel’s GPS system. 
 
To address the concerns of some marine stakeholders AMSA has provided the following 
information  

When DGPS is discontinued any GPS receiver, no matter how old, will still provide a GPS 
derived position. If you have an old receiver, you may wish to look at upgrading your 
receiver.  Just like a mobile phone, the technology for GNSS antennae and receivers has 
modernised significantly over the last 20 years.  If you are still using a pre-2003 GPS 
receiver it will continue to work, but a more modern receiver will provide a more reliable and 
accurate position with or without AMSA’s DGPS service. We suggest that for the best results, 
you should look to use a multi constellation, dual frequency receiver.   

Today, most GNSS receivers are capable of receiving an SBAS signal.  The Australia/ New 
Zealand SBAS will become fully operational for the Australasian region by 2023. The new 
system will be called the Southern Positioning Augmentation Network, or SPAN, and will be 
a free service. For more information go to the Geoscience Australia website. 

AMSA’s DGPS service was introduced in the late 1990s to reduce up to 200 metres of error 
from Selective Availability, down to approximately 10 metres. The DGPS infrastructure has 
not been upgraded and should not be relied upon to provide any better accuracy than 
approximately 10 metres. It is now old technology, is limited by range, and due to its age is 
becoming more unreliable.  

Not all ships are fitted with DGPS capable receivers.  DGPS requires an additional 300kHz 
receiver be fitted to make use of the DGPS radiobeacon signal.  While some marine 
electronics manufacturers continue to make radiobeacon DGPS receivers, many are 
discontinuing their production.   

There are other options available in Australia for gaining higher accuracy positioning 
information.  These include:  

1. AUSPOS Online GPS Processing Service. AUSPOS is a free online GPS data processing 
facility provided by Geoscience Australia. AUSPOS works with data collected anywhere on 
Earth. For more information go to AUSPOS - Online GPS Processing Service. 

2. AUSCORS NTRIP (Network Transport of RTCM via Internet Protocol) Broadcaster. 
Geoscience Australia (GA) provides 1 Hz data streaming from our Global Navigation Satellite 
System (GNSS) stations throughout Australia, Antarctica and the Pacific. The data is 
distributed via the AUSCORS NTRIP Broadcaster. Access to the data is free, however a 
username and password is required. The real-time data is made available through an RTCM 
standard transmitted over the Internet using the NTRIP (Network Transport of RTCM via 
Internet Protocol).  

For more information on this service go to AUSCORS NTRIP Broadcaster.  

3. A number of commercial companies also provide pay-for-use augmentation 
services.  Many of these services provide decimetre accuracy or better. The cost for a 
satellite based augmentation service varies depending on the level of accuracy required.  

4. With the Australia/ New Zealand SBAS project underway, the test signal has been 
available for anyone to use. Geoscience Australia has indicated that the test signal will cease 
as of the 31 July 2020, but it is anticipated that a similar SBAS test signal will be available for 



	 3	

use from 2021. To use this signal, you may need to do a firmware update to your SBAS 
capable receiver.  

Information can also be found at: https://www.amsa.gov.au/safety-navigation/navigation-
systems/summary-feedback-discontinuation-our-dgps-service 

 

Maritime Safety Awareness Bulletin # 11 - Fire Prevention on Vessels 

Shipboard fires cause more fatalities than other types of accidents at sea, and they often 
occur unexpectedly. This makes fire prevention an essential element of maritime safety.  

In this issue AMSA explores safety factors associated with fire, highlighting the risks and 
ways to mitigate fires at sea including information on the following key safety factors: 

• Maintenance of electrical and mechanical systems 
• Maintenance of fire protection equipment 
• Importance of safety culture 

To see Bulletin #11 go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/newsletters/maritime-
safety-awareness-bulletin-issue-11-fire-prevention-vessels 
 

Extension – National Law Certificates of Competency 
 	
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority has advised Domestic Commercial Vessel Safety 
Alert vessel owners, operators, masters, coxswains and crew about an extension to all 
National Law certificates of competency / Skippers’ tickets and engineers’ tickets.	

Due to the uncertainty caused by COVID-19, AMSA has taken a pragmatic approach to 
seafarer certification by issuing an exemption that:	

•             extends all Certificates of Competency and all associated endorsements, expiring 
between 26 March and 1 October 2020, for six months from the expiry date 
noted on the certificate; and 	

•             permits crew, subject to this exemption, to work on a domestic commercial vessel 
for this extension period.	

 
These changes have been made for all certificates of competency and associated 
endorsements expiring between 26 March and 1 October. This means that you do not have 
to apply for the extension, it happens automatically.	

The above measures apply to National Law certificates of competency, whether issued by 
AMSA or a state/territory based maritime safety agency that was a delegate of AMSA when 
the certificate was issued.	

While the above measures apply to all National Law certificates of competency, those 
seafarers who meet the eligibility requirements for revalidation, and have the ability to make 
an application before the expiry date of the certificate, are encouraged to apply to revalidate 
their certificate before it expires.	

The safety alert is available on the AMSA website.  
 
Should you require any further assistance or information, please contact AMSA Connect on 
1800 627 484, +61 2 6279 5000 or via email to AMSAConnect@amsa.gov.au  
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National RD&E Seafood Industry Safety Initiative 
 
This initiative is a partnership between FRDC, Seafood Industry Australia and the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA). For more information contact the co-ordinator Tanya 
Adams at info@tayloredhealthandsafety.com.au 
 
This initiative will implement a strategic safety direction for industry and identify RD&E 
priorities, through consultation to ensure future projects are aligned with the strategic safety 
direction. It will also facilitate effective extension and adoption of RD&E outputs relevant to 
industry safety. 
 
A website is under development with a landing page due by the end of April 2020 under the 
domain name of http://www.fishsafeaustralia.com.au 
 
To update on current activities:  
 
Seafood Industry health and safety toolkit (Project 2017-231)  
The objective of this project is to provide a safety toolkit designed as a web based one-stop-
shop to assist industry managing workplace health and safety including: 
 
1. Safety Management Systems (SMS) template will be available using up to date resources 
from AMSA and State OHS agencies. Templates are available for abalone diving, pot/trap 
and trawl. It is hoped that in future to be able convert paper based SMS to an App format.   
 
2. Incident reports will be compiled into a one page easy to read summary from information 
compiled from government reports.  
 
3. Current and Past Research links to workplace health and safety research reports will be 
provided in this section. 
 
4. Podcasts are being developed addressing various safety related topics over the next 12 
months. Podcasts are available via the web on: https://www.podbean.com/ and search for 
‘Fishsafe Australia’ or by downloading the Podbean app. from the App Store or Google Play. 
Future podcasts series planned are:  

• Leadership and safety: How to implement an SMS and interview industry leaders who 
have successfully implemented an SMS in their business.  

• Families left behind: This through provoking and sometimes raw series will talk to the 
families of those left behind after vessel fatalities and discuss their lives without their 
loved one.  

	
SeSAFE – Safety Training (2017-194)  
The SeSAFE project is designed to raise awareness and provide safety training to the fishing 
and aquaculture industry. This includes developing around 30 brief training module of 4-5 
min. duration.  
 
These modules can be accessed online or in a group training session. At the end of each 
module participants have 3 or 4 brief questions to answer that demonstrates their level of 
understanding of the material covered. 
 
SeSAFE training modules are available on iPad and tablets when there is no / limited internet 
access. Modules are simply downloaded on to the I-Pad or tablet when internet is available 
and then viewed at a later date when fishers are at sea and internet no longer available. 
 
SeSAFE has also been active raising awareness through the production of numerous videos 
designed to raise awareness, based on the theme, What if you don't come home? 
 
 
Southern Rock Lobster Clean Green Program, Digitisation and Extension (2017-224)  
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The Southern Rock Lobster Clean Green program has digitized into an app. including marine 
and workplace safety. The vessel SMS is part of the app. and includes recording 
requirements such as daily checklist, and the logbook. An induction video has been 
produced and can be accessed at https://www.southernrocklobster.com/ and click on the 
“Fishing for Safety” clip. More information can be obtained by contacting Ross Hodge, 
rosshodge@southernrocklobster.com 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Extended Transition For Revised Seafood and Aquaculture Qualifications 
  
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA) has 
extended transition periods for 18 seafood and aquaculture industry qualifications due to 
expire between 17 March and 15 July.  
 
The qualifications were updated and revised as part of specific project work in 2019. All 
registered training organisations (RTOs) delivering the qualifications to current learners now 
have until 31 December 2020 transition to the updated qualification.  
 
Go to https://www.asqa.gov.au/news-events/news/transition-periods-extended-51-
qualifications?_cldee=YnJldHQubWNjYWxsdW1Ad2VzdG5ldC5jb20uYXU%3d&recipientid=cont
act-094688ae0f4ee911a97a000d3ae12152-
691e11d138134fee906f3b7982bbb561&esid=a5c6113d-5675-ea11-a811-000d3a797268 
 
 
Improve long-term skills outcomes for Indigenous in the Seafood Workforce 
 
A research and development project is proposed to improve long-term skills outcomes for 
Indigenous participants in the Australian workforce and the vocational education and training 
(VET) system.  
 
This will be a joint project, overseen by the Aquaculture and Wild Catch Industry Reference 
Committee (IRC) and the Amenity Horticulture, Landscaping, and Conservation and Land 
management IRC.  
 
Both IRCs acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander involvement in 
the development of all aspects of their industries. 
 
The aim is to uncover future projects that could expand productivity, employment and economic 
development opportunities, open new and emerging markets, improve training and job outcomes 
and upgrade industry skills in negotiations and partnerships with Indigenous business and 
community organisations.  
 
For more information https://www.skillsimpact.com.au/aquaculture-and-wild-catch/skills-
forecast/?_cldee=YnJldHQubWNjYWxsdW1Ad2VzdG5ldC5jb20uYXU%3d&recipientid=contact-
094688ae0f4ee911a97a000d3ae12152-691e11d138134fee906f3b7982bbb561&esid=a5c6113d-
5675-ea11-a811-000d3a797268 
 
 
 
 
 


