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WAFIC Safety Update – May 2020 

 
(WAFIC Website: https://www.wafic.org.au/what-we-do/access-sustainability/safety-and-training-information-02/) 
 
	
AMSA Regional Safety Committees – Summary of Meetings (March 2020) 
 
AMSA has introduced a network of state based Regional Safety Committees to obtain 
industry views on regulatory and operational policy proposals and changes.  

The WA Regional Safety Committee (RSC) has membership from across the marine sector 
including WAFIC representing the commercial fishing, pearling and aquaculture industry. 

All state RSCs met in March 2020 for their inaugural meetings. A summary of the meetings 
has been released and the issues impacting WA industry are as follows: 

Incident reporting  - at the majority of meetings members expressed a high level of interest 
in marine incident information including:  

• Analysis of incidents and emerging trends, across class, types and length;  
• Clear and consistent categorisation of incidents (minor/ major not just number);  
• Harmonisation of terminology across regulators; and  
• Clarification of incident types reported to each regulatory agency.  

Drug and alcohol focus – RSC members called upon AMSA to increase their efforts to 
support industry to reduce the prevalence of drug and alcohol use in the industry by:  

• Increasing cross-decking activities with enforcement agencies;  
• Educating owners and operators on safety management systems with respect to 

drugs and alcohol (passenger and crew policies); and  
• Providing guidance to industry on the development of drug and alcohol policies for 

their organisations.  

Equipment standards for small vessels - the impractical nature of the current standards 
for the carriage of safety equipment on small vessels including the significant cost to these 
small operators and for little or no safety benefit. 

Surveys - members suggested the following process and system improvements: 

• Make the application status visible to accredited surveyors, in particular the status of 
payment pending. This would allow accredited surveyors to provide advice to clients 
and reduce calls to AMSA Connect.  

• Review the application for renewal surveys - the form is unnecessarily repetitive and 
requests information a vessel owner can reasonably expect AMSA to hold (where 
AMSA has issued a Certificate of Survey).  

Information requests - AMSA will distribute the following information to RSC members.  

• Incident information  
• Short-term marina accommodation  
• Float-free EPIRBS – carriage, registration and installation  
• Compliance - what are the different types of notices / what they mean for the recipient  
• Display requirements for Certificates of Operation  
• Vessels ceasing to be a domestic commercial vessel  
• Adopting new materials or solutions  
• Adopting new / emerging technology  
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AMSA Releases COVID-19 Guidance Material for Vessels 
 
The Australian maritime Safety Authority has released guidance material that will answer 
questions to help you operate safely aboard your fishing vessel during the COVID-19 period.  

Domestic commercial vessel (DCV) operations vary widely across Australia. The implications 
of COVID 19 will be different for everyone.   

One-person, short-trip, operations—such as inshore crabbing and net fishing—COVID-19 
may not present major risks. For operations involving multiple crew however, the risks may 
be higher, particularly for long trips. 

For full guidance material go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/campaigns/how-
operate-your-dcv-safely 

 

Fisherman Lost at Sea Off Queensland Trawler 
 
In the early morning of 18 May, a crew member on board the fishing trawler K Vern was lost 
overboard in heavy seas off Queensland’s Sunshine Coast.  
 
The crew of the trawler are reported to have immediately thrown an EPIRB and floatation 
devices overboard whilst turning the vessel around and called for help from authorities.  
 
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) assisted Queensland Water Police with a 
search and rescue operation to attempt to find the missing seafarer. The search and rescue 
operation utilised several police and other surface vessels with four helicopters and two of 
AMSA’s Challenger jets.  
 
Despite searching an area of about 550 square nautical miles, unfortunately no sign of the 
missing seafarer was found and the search was suspended.  
 
As the national regulator AMSA officers will investigate the circumstances around this 
incident to look to see what lessons can be learned from this tragedy to enhance the safety 
of our commercial fishing vessel sector. Queensland Police and workplace safety authorities 
will also prepare a report for the coroner.  
 
The WA commercial fishing industry extends its deep sympathies to the family, friends and 
crewmates of the lost seafarer. 
 
 
What are the Accident Reporting Obligations on a Vessel Owner or Master 

Under the Navigation Act, the owner or master of a domestic commercial vessel (DCV) must 
make the reports mentioned below, if the DCV is involved in, or causes, a marine incident 
that involves one or more of the following: 

• the death of a person 
• serious injury to a person 
• the loss of a vessel 
• the loss of a person from the vessel 
• significant damage to a vessel 
• loss of cargo of a vessel. 
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Under the Marine Safety (Domestic Commercial Vessel) National Law Act 2012, the owner 
or master of a fishing vessel must report a marine incident that has affected, or is likely to 
affect, the safety, operation or seaworthiness of the vessel. 

A preliminary report must be made to AMSA within 4 hours after the master/owner 
becomes aware of the incident, and by using the incident alert form 18. 

An additional detailed report must then be made to AMSA within 72 hours after the 
master/owner becomes aware of the incident, and by using the incident report form 19. 
 
More information go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/incident-reporting/what-
are-my-reporting-obligations 
 
 
 
Open for Comment - Draft Code of Practice for Occupational Diving in WA. 
 
The WA Commission for Occupational Safety and Health established a working group to 
develop a code of practice for occupational diving in WA following the coroner’s outcomes 
from the death of a pearl drift diver in 2012.  
 
WAFIC nominated representatives from the WA Abalone Divers Association and Pearl 
Producers Association as fishing, pearling and aquaculture representatives to the working 
group. 
 
The Commission has now finalised a draft COP and made it available for public comment.  
 
A copy of the draft COP and response templates and further information is available 
at https://www.dmirs.wa.gov.au/content/open-consultations 
 
This draft code provides general guidance for occupational divers in Western Australia on the 
management of occupational safety and health issues relevant to preparing for and 
performing tasks while submerged in a fluid using artificially supplied compressed gas. 

The guidance provided by this draft code is not limited to workers who primarily perform 
diving work. Regardless of your job title, or the main duties of your job, this code applies to 
you if you perform diving work and/or if any part of your employment consists of diving work 
(eg retrieving lobster pots). 

Submissions close 5.00 pm WST, Friday 28 August 2020. 
 
WAFIC will be making a submission and has circulated a detailed critique of the draft CoP to 
peak industry sector bodies. Your input to that submission is strongly encouraged.  
 
Any comments you may have for the WAFIC submission should be forwarded by email to 
your peak sector body (eg PPA, Abalone WA, WRLC) or to 
brett.mccallum@westnet.com.au by close of business Friday 14th August 2020. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Start planning to install ‘Float-Free EPIRBS’ on your fishing vessel. 

A float-free, auto-activating EPIRB can signal a request for help within minutes of being 
submerged in water without having to be activated by a person.  

From 1 January 2021 it will be mandatory to carry ‘float free EPIRBS’ for all commercial 
fishing vessels that are:  

• equal to or greater than 12 metres in length and operate beyond 2 nautical miles 
seaward from land; and, 

• less than 12 metres in length operating in restricted offshore and offshore waters (B 
or C waters) and do not have level flotation. 

Vessels without level flotation, less than 12 metres in length and operating in D and E waters 
will not be affected by the changes. Similarly, all vessels that are less than 12 metres with 
level flotation can continue to carry the kind of EPIRB currently required regardless of where 
they operate. The change does not affect coastal life rafts.  

The National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV) was amended from 1 January 2019 
to make it mandatory for float free EPIRBs to be aboard every fishing vessel after a two-year 
transition period (ie by January 2021). 
 
Full details available at: https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/news-and-media-
releases/mandatory-float-free-epirbs 
 
 

Network Access Fee to be Imposed on Inmarsat C VMS Terminals 

Inmarsat has advised the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) that a new 
Network Access Fee will be applied to existing and new owners of Inmarsat C terminals 
registered in Inmarsat’s Electronic Service Activation System (ESAS). 

This means operators using Inmarsat C systems for vessel monitoring system (VMS) 
requirements, will be charged an additional monthly fee by Inmarsat. 

AFMA is advised this fee is payable by the unit owners via their respective unit supplier 
(retailer) and will be effective from 6 July 2020.  

Inmarsat has advised AFMA that non-payment of these fees will result in the VMS units 
being de-activated. 

AFMA urges all operators using Inmarsat C units for VMS to contact their unit suppliers 
immediately to discuss the charges and enter into arrangements as required. 

If VMS units are deactivated, operators may breach their fishing permit conditions. 

For more information on the changes download the Inmarsat C Network Access Frequently 
Asked Questions. 

If you have question please email AusVMS@afma.gov.au or call 02 6225 5555. 
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New Requirements for Vessels Carrying Passengers – Marine Order 504 
 
AMSA has now made these requirements compulsory under Marine Order 504 (Certificates 
of operation and operation requirements – national law) Amendment 2020  
 
From 31 May 2020, any domestic commercial vessel that carries passengers must meet 
new requirements for passenger safety.  

• Have a procedure in their safety management system (SMS) that provides an 
effective and verifiable means of passenger monitoring to ensure the master of the 
vessel is able to find out the number of passengers on board the vessel at any time. 

• Have an emergency procedure in their SMS for responding to a situation where a 
passenger is unaccounted for. 

•  
• specified points to ensure an accurate number of passengers embarking and 

disembarking the vessel. This will include a count: 
o at or around the time passengers embark and disembark the vessel at the 

start and end of  voyage, or at an intermediate stop, and 
o before departing any point where passengers have disembarked for a water 

activity such as diving, snorkelling or swimming 
• Record passenger counts in the vessels logbook.  

If you have a question about how the changes will affect your operation, you can go to 
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/domestic-commercial-vessels/improvements-
passenger-safety-submit-your-questions and complete the online form. 
 
 
AMSA Announces Discontinuation of Australia’s Differential Global 
Positioning System (DGPS) - Marine Notice 03/2020 
 
This marine notice informs vessel owners, operators and masters of the shutdown of AMSA’s 
radiobeacon differential global positioning system (DGPS) service from 1 July 2020. 
 
AMSA established its radiobeacon DGPS service in the 1990’s, to improve the accuracy and 
integrity of global positioning system (GPS) information for ships navigating off the coast of 
Australia. At the time, the publicly available GPS signal was intentionally degraded, resulting 
in large position errors of up to 200 metres.   
 
Augmentation was necessary to correct for these errors and meet minimum requirements for 
maritime positioning and navigation. 
 
In the year 2000, the intentional error in GPS positioning was removed. Since then, system 
technology has improved and the GPS constellation has been modernised.  Observed 
positional accuracy for unaugmented GPS now consistently meets IMO requirements for 
accuracy in harbour/harbour-approach navigation. 
 
How will the discontinuation impact you? 
For the vast majority of maritime users, the discontinuation of AMSA’s DGPS service will not 
impact the accuracy of satellite positioning or safe navigation. 
DGPS receivers will no longer receive the AMSA radiobeacon DGPS signal in areas where it 
was previously available. This may generate a ‘lost signal’ alarm, but your receiver will still 
provide a GPS derived position.  
 
Alternate sources for high accuracy positioning 
Other options are available for obtaining higher accuracy positioning in Australia. 
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Information can also be found at: https://www.amsa.gov.au/safety-navigation/navigation-
systems/summary-feedback-discontinuation-our-dgps-service 

 

 
SeSafe Provides COVID Safe Training Opportunity 
 
Now is an opportunity to emphasize how the ‘SeSAFE Project’ can provide crew training 
while minimising risk of exposure to COVID 19: 
  
• SeSAFE can provide modular training to anyone in the safety of their home. Modules are 

delivered online and each individual works through them alone, thus avoiding contact 
with other individuals. An email address is all that is required to get started. 

• Crew can receive training onboard in a group without risk of exposure to individuals 
onshore. Modules are simply downloaded onto a tablet and then completed individually. 
Alternatively, the entire crew can receive training simultaneously by connecting the tablet 
to a monitor in the wheelhouse or galley.  

• A module has been produced that focuses on personal health in the confines of a boat. 
This module describes important information about personal hygiene to minimise risks of 
bacterial and viral infection at sea. 

• A total of 42 modules have now been completed, including risk assessment, personal 
safety, operational safety, and emergency response. Most modules are around 5 
minutes in length. 

• Module selection is made by the boat owner or skipper, who may want some or all of the 
modules to be completed over a specified period, and in a particular order.  

As a final point, workplace health and safety law requires boat owners and skippers to take 
all steps “deemed reasonably practicable” to ensure the health and safety of their crew. 
Whilst this presently excludes safety training in a group onshore, SeSAFE provides a 
“reasonably practicable” alternative and minimises the risk of infection from COVID 19. 
SeSAFE can also be a ‘place holder’ until it is safe to provide practical, hands-on training. 
 
For more information go to: https://www.wafic.org.au/what-we-do/access-
sustainability/sesafe/ 
 
 

Update Your Emergency Location Beacon Details 
 
Now is an ideal time to check your beacon and battery expiry dates, and ensure your 
registration details are correct.  
 
It's vital that your beacon is registered to the correct vessel and your personal information is 
up to date, so our search and rescue teams can find you when you need them most. 
 
Go to: https://www.beacons.amsa.gov.au/ 
 
 
 
 


