
From 1 August 2023, lifejacket wear requirements must be addressed in your 

Safety Management System’s (SMS) risk assessment and written procedures.

Things to consider

Get on board with 
lifejacket wear.

Lifejacket requirements for domestic commercial vessels.

Discuss risk 
of going 

overboard 
with master 
and crew.

State or 
Territory 
lifejacket 

laws.

National 
Standards 

already requiring 
lifejacket wear - 
NSCV Part C1  

or G.

Your  
non-float-free  

EPIRB  
arrangements.

Vessel 
permissions like 
a certificate or 

exemption which 
requires lifejacket 

wear.

If your 
lifejackets 

aren’t worn, 
are they readily 
available when 

needed?

Update risk 
assessment 
to include 
lifejacket 
wearing.

Develop 
written 

procedure 
for lifejacket 

wearing.

Train and 
drill as per 
your Safety 

Management 
System.

Review every 
12 months 

and following 
any incident.

Consider risk 
factors like tender 
operations, solo 

operations, vessel 
transfers,  
night-time 

operations etc.
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